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A 90-minute documentary of the aU-too-brief life and times of KID DYNAMITE. 
Includes 25 live performances spanning the length of the band’s career. 


Also Available: 
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Shorter, Faster, Louder CD 

Cheap Shots, Youth Anthems CD w/DVD 


Special features: Band commentary / Roadie comn 
Gallery Jeremy Dean Art archive / Deleted scenes 
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Made by: Tony and Gaz 

With: Si Biggs, Mike Fox, Hannah Pinchin, Nath Haywire, Pete Zonked, Neil Clelland, Paul Fox 
Paul Vary, Rich Levene, Paul Samain, Craig Burton, Ralf Vergeldt. 

It seems to have taken ages to put this issue together, but it’s not really been much longer than usual, and we did do a mini 
issue at Xmas; but it does seem to have taken us forever to do, especially as we had most of the interviews done quite a while 
ago. But it’s here now and I hope you think it’s ben worth the wait. This issue is A4 because Gaz has always liked our A4 
issues, and it’s been a while since we did one, so when he mentioned it for this one I couldn’t think of a good reason why not. 
Here’s an odd bit of trivia, as I I was playing the Sleep album “Cat & Mouse” while typing the piece about the early Southampton 
scene; it just so happens that the book I’m currently reading is “The Monsters of Gramercy Park” by the old Sleep bass player 
Danny Leigh. It’s a funny old world sometimes. Tony - June 2006 

Thanks: Casey Jones; Dick Lucas; Dave Wagenschutz; Aston Stephens; Smoke Or Fire; Latterman; Propagandhi; Weibke and 
Nanette at Fat Europe, Kafren at Household Name; Janne (Endstand); Jallu (Phoenix Foundation); Benny Boy; Welly; Sarah for 
the use of her laptop; all our contributors and everyone who’s sent something for review, oh and Ginny and Martin for keeping 
my CD burner in work. 

Playlist: Avail, Kid Dynamite, Western Addiction, Brambilla, The Loved Ones, The Members, Spermbirds, The Tone, B.G.K, 
The Damned, Smoke Or Fire, SNFU, Armalite, Doughboys, Affirmative Action Jackson, New Mexican Disaster Squad, Dan, 
Arctic Monkeys, Kill Your Idols, The Mingers, Good Riddance, Buzzcocks, Saves The Day, Volunteers, Hard Skin, Travis Cut, 
Paint It Black, UK Subs, Career Suicide, Dillinger Four, Propagandhi, The Partisans, Circle Jerks, Subhumans, Icon A.D, 
Government Issue, The Phoenix Foundation, Kraut, Flamingo 50, Samiam, Sleep, Red Alert, 46 Short, Adrenalin OD, 
Lemonheads, Cut The Shit, The Futureheads, Ramones and the “Not So Quiet On The Western Front”, “Shall We Dance”, 
“Punk & Disorderly” & “Anti-War / State / Society”, compilations. 


Gazzers Bit: After the trauma of moving house at the end of February and all the associated crap thereafter of my furry rodent 
friends, non-functioning central heating, changing addresses Blah! Blah! Blah! etc... it’s been a real break to be able to get my 
bit of SD together. My thanks this issue go out as ever to my Nol ‘Tony’ and to the Subhumans and Drongos For Europe for 
their excellent interviews. Thanks also to everyone who continues to support us with stuff for review and as importantly the 
people who buy the finished article... Cheers... . 

This issue the trauma was also eased by: The Ruts, The Destructors, This System Kills, Lost Cherrees, Self Abuse, 
Subhumans, UK Subs, Drongos For Europe, Pilger, The Partisans, D’Corner Bois, P.A.I.N to name but a few! 
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ANTI -SOCIETY 

Third in the 80s anarcho 
series. 23 bands and 
24 page booklet 


ANTI-STATE 

Second in the 80s 
anarcho series, packaged 
in a 24 page booklet 


ANTI-WAR 

23 track compilation 
of 80s anti-war diatribes 
packaged in a 24 page booklet 


THE SYSTEM 

First time on CD for 
retrospective compilation 
by 80s anarcho band 
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FLUX OF PINK INDIANS 

25 tracks incuding 
unreleased debut album 
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LIVE STATEMENT 

FLUX OF PINK INDIANS 

15 track LP/CD 
live in Nottingham 1 982 


DISRUPTERS 

23 tracks of 80s anarcho 
punk me. 7 unreleased 
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KRONSTADT 

UPRISING 

23 track compilation 
from 1980s anarcho punk band 


www.overgroundrecords.co.uk www.myspace.com/anarchopunkcdseries 

UK distribution Cadiz/Pinnacle. Mail Order: www.inflammablematerial.co.uk and www.punkoiuk.co.uk/shop 
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It could_ only happen to an anarchist^ 

So we arrive back in the UK. Spain was chilled out, 
relaxed, warm and sunny. England was cold wet and 
raining... and oppressive. Whereas in Spain we had 
been quickly waved through immigration fairly quickly 
with a cursory glance to check that we did have 
passports and weren't carrying a rocket launcher, the 
mood at passport control in England was darker. We 
joined the back of a long queue snaking back through 
the ramshackle terminal building. We wondered what 
the hold-up could be. "Surely it can't be that they are 
scrutinising everyone's passport, they've gone digital, it 
should be quick now" we joked. As we got round the last 
corner we noticed that there were 4 suited gorillas stood 
the other side of the passport officials. They were so 
obviously coppers - either that or gangsters. Is there a 
difference? They hang round in gangs, bullying people 
and use coshes when they can't get what they want 
through intimidation coercion, and gangsters are pretty 
nasty pieces of work too. Michelle said ”1 bet they're 
waiting for us." We joked: "It wouldn't be the first time." 
Whilst in the queue we overhear an official berating a 
foreign national, just out of his teens "Why haven't you 
registered with the Home Office?!” Welcome to 
England. Happy travelling. 

Then at last it is our turn. Passport control bloke was all 
smiley. New digital passport, just whips it through the 
machine, gives me a smile and says "Thank you, sir". I 
make a joke about the wait. He apologises. I tell him 
not to worry. Then one of the gorillas steps forward and 
grabs my arm. "Excuse me, sir, can we ask you a few 
questions?" "Sure" I reply, knowing what was about to 
happen. 

<Flashback The first time I got pulled over under the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act I was shitting myself that 
they wouldn't let me on the plane to Ireland for my 
holiday. I had a hunch it would happen that time, as the 
cops had raided my place 3 weeks earlier after nicking 
me out sabotaging a hunt and keeping me in the cells for 
36 hours. I had noticed that the search log included a 
note of when I was flying to Ireland. You didn't need a 
passport to go to Ireland but I wasn't taking any 
chances. So they looked quite gutted when I beamed 
"Yes” to the question of whether I had a passport or 
driving licence on me. They still made me fill out a PTA 
form detailing my name, address etc. That was the first 
holiday I had been able to afford (thanks to a couple of 
hundred quid inherited from a great aunt) and I wasn't 
about to take any chances. They didn't give a reason. 
They don't have to. But I was the only one pulled so we 
all knew > 

<Flashback 2 The second time I got pulled over under 

the Prevention of Terrorism Act was flying back from 
Dublin a few years later. On the flight back BA staff 
handed out "Landing Cards". Strangely enough I 
recognised them straight away. The give away was 
"Prevention of Terrorism Act" written at the top of the 
now familiar green form I had filled out a few years 
previous. 


So when we get through passport control, I was not at all 
surprised to be pulled over. This time I was more 
bolshy. You see, the cop that dragged me aside 
informed me part way through the questioning that the 
reason I had been pulled over was because I was 
wearing a Hunt Saboteurs Association sweatshirt. They 
were not worried that I had been meeting up with 
Republican "terrorists", visiting IRA members or even the 
fact I had been on a tour of Kilmainham Gaol where the 
"leaders" of the Easter Uprising had been executed by 
the British in 1916. They were worried that I had been 
liaising with Irish hunt sabs! I had, sort of, although it 
was actually having a pint with mates who happened to 
be hunt sabs. 

They told me that under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 
I had to answer their questions or they could take me 
into custody. I questioned what was wrong with the 
HSA. It is a legitimate organisation, a registered 
company in fact. It is not a "terrorist organisation". In 
fact, most of the time, hunt sabotage is within the law, 
unless someone commits a bit of trespass, perish the 
thought (ooh, call out MI5, someone stepped off a 
footpath!). Then the copper, almost apologetically, 
started to tell me how her mother had been intimidated 
when she came across a hunt out driving and that they 
were hostile to her. Given the option of empathising with 
the copper "Oh, your poor mum", I chose the better 
option. Go for the soft underbelly, now soft cop was on 
show. My razor sharp response was something along 
the lines of "Well, you should try being beaten up or 
having your windscreen smashed and then your lot 
doing absolutely nothing about it." The line of 
questioning progressed into whether or not I was 
involved in any other animal rights activity. "Not really." I 
non-committally responded. As if I was gonna grass on 
people. She changed the subject a little more. They 
were worried that, it being just before Christmas, a lot of 
turkeys get liberated. I was incredulous. Surely they 
didn't think I had smuggled a load of liberated turkeys 
back from Ireland? I realised that she was desperately 
trying to come up with legitimate excuses for what was 
so obviously Hampshire Police's opportunity to carry out 
a "fishing trip" for information. I wasn't giving none 
away, except stuff they already knew like who I was and 
who my employer was. It took a while, whilst our friends 
we had travelled with were waiting around for us, starting 
to worry. 

After that experience, I made sure next time I went to 
Dublin I incorporated a tactics talk for the Irish 
Association of Hunt Saboteurs into my trip... Two fingers 
to you, copper!> 

<Flashback 3 Travelling back from Belfast. Made 

sure I didn't have an HSA top on. Tried to look fairly 
nondescript. Then just as we are walking past the 
copper on guard, tug tug. The bastards! Don't they 
realise how fucking boring they are? This time it was 
quick. Name, address, where did you stay, employer. 
Employer? "Why do I have to tell you that?" He just 
points at the big "Prevention of Terrorism Act" sign and 
smugly tells me "That gives me the power to ask you this 
question." And they wonder why Nom'lrn has such a 
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problem attracting tourism even post-ceasefire, when the 
Brits treat you like this when you get back?> 

So, with the benefit of hindsight and feeling like Public 
Enemy Number One, I knew that the best bet was to go 
along with their stupid game with the minimum of fuss, 
giving the minimum of info and ensuring that my dignity 
remained intact and hopefully theirs didn't... I showed 
them the passport. They asked where I had been and 
why I was there "Holiday, what else. Yes I had a great 
time. ..until I got back here". At this point I did the 
theatrical "this is boring and you are so predictable" look 
to the side with my arms crossed just so they knew that I 
was referring to them not the weather. They asked what 
I do for a living "Business consultant" I reply. ...that threw 
them, that's why me and my colleagues call ourselves 
that when dealing with officialdom. It has a different 
impact than "Co-operative Development Worker". Who 
for, they asked. For myself? I wasn't about to tell them 
more than they needed to know. I was taking control of 
this situation. So I said "Various people and 
organisations" rather than "My employer is...” Not a lie. 
Although I am employed by my co-op, the work I carry 
out as a "consultant" (yeah, that's adviser or problem 
solver to you and me) is with various people and 
organisations. Then every copper's favourite question, 
asked by the older, lardier, so obviously of high rank 
gorilla "Have you been in trouble with the police 
before?" Later I reflected that his words implied that I 
was in trouble with the police now. Amazing how 
inserting the word "before" is designed to bring about a 
reaction of "oh, shit, I’m in trouble now." I missed the 
opportunity to question whether that meant I was in 
trouble now. Damn! Missed opportunity. I made sure I 
stood square on and proud, maintaining eye contact 
when I said "Yes, I have." He didn't like my body 
language at all. People are supposed to be scared of 
him. What was that for? "Affray." So what happened? "I 
was one of a group of people and I was charged with 
affray". Giving nothing away. What was the result "I 
pleaded guilty and did community service." How long 
ago? "A while ago." Giving nothing away. But then I 
know they have their version of everything on file. Then 
he plods off to his room telling me he is going to check 
that my passport isn’t a fake (!) and to check me on the 
police national computer to see if there is anything 
outstanding. I am left with a geeky, wouldn't have made 
it in before they dropped the height requirement type. 
He tries getting more info out of me. Starting with his 
justification of why I was picked out of a whole flight to 
be pulled. "The reason we stopped you is because you 
are wearing badges that might lead us to believe you are 
an anarchist.” That's a bit honest for a copper, I thought, 
but my verbal response was "So, you stopped me for my 
beliefs then". He was quick to deny it. "No, we haven't 
stopped you for your beliefs, but in the current climate, 
what with everything going on, we have to make sure 
that we stop anyone who might undermine democracy". 
Fuckin' hellfire. So now, I'm Guy fuckin' Fawkes cos I 
am wearing circled "A" and St Pauli badges? Shit, I 
forgot my gunpowder and my wide brimmed hat! I can't 
be arsed to tell him about all the famous people who 
were self proclaimed anarchists or about the fact that in 
pre-Fascist Spain some coppers were anarchists. ..He 
tells me they can keep me for 9 hours under the 


Terrorism Act before he continues with his probing. "So 
what are your beliefs?” "Oh, I believe that people should 
be put before accumulation of private wealth. I believe 
that war is a bad thing." "I can't disagree with you there" 
he says. Oh, great. That must make us mates, 

then twat! Doesn't realise that he is part of a war, the 

"War on Terror” or the "War of Terror" as I refer to the 
atrocities dealt out by George W and Tony despite the 
wishes of their people. And he is part of the class war 
that is waged by a political police force that finally 
revealed its true self to the country in the miners' strike 
and at the beanfield. He carries on. Softly, softly, 
catchy monkey he must be thinking. Only I ain't a 
monkey. Oh, but here's one. A David Brent-esque 
character emerges from the room the older, lardy cop 
had gone into. "We won't be long. We're just waiting for 
the computer to respond." I can't help but take the piss 
"You need to get yourself a decent computer. That 
one's well slow." He tries to ignore me and cracks a 
really fuckin' hilarious joke. "We just need to make sure 
that you're not wanted for murder or anything!" It is 
David Brent! What a ten carrot plonker. Once more 
adopting the "this is boring and you are so predictable" 
look to the side with my arms crossed, I respond "I might 
be if you keep me here much longer." Touche! They 
are both visibly uneasy. I feel like I am in control of the 
situation. I have reversed the roles. I am supposed to 
feel uneasy, not them. Then the geek tries to make "idle 
chit chat" (that’s trying to get me to answer more 
questions). "So, you say you're a business consultant. 
Who do you work with?” I reply "Co-operatives and 
social enterprises.” Dumbarse geek looks confused. 
Obviously not in the police manual. "People like...?" he 
asks as he gestures to the badges on my sleeve. 
Wanting to make the uneasiness increase, I tailor my 
response accordingly "I help organisations helping 
people in housing need. I help create jobs for disabled 
people. Stuff with a social purpose. Making society 
better.” Uneasy silence follows until lardy comes back 
and takes our names and addresses and dates of birth 
down for their records. Eventually we are allowed to 
leave. The unfortunate thing in all these incidents is that 
Michelle always gets dragged into it as well because she 
is with me. I consider that we came out on top. I didn't 
let them bully me. I made them feel uneasy. But they 
were still able to abuse a piece of legislation aimed at 
terrorism to oppress me because I hold beliefs that aren't 
in line with what you are allowed to think. Or because 
they have me on one of their "watch lists". If I did win 
this little incident, did democracy still lose out? And they 
wonder why they are the most hated police force in the 
world.... 

So, why should any of you reading this give a shit, other 
than it hopefully making amusing reading? Well, this 
incident shows that they were more interested in my 
political beliefs than anything else. Freedom of thought 
is slowly being coerced out of us. We are starting to 
resemble Cold War Eastern Bloc countries as the police 
become more like the Stasi or KGB political police forces 
all the time. There is a website at www.netcu.ora.uk that 
belongs to the National Extremism Tactical Co- 
ordination Unit. It outlines that the police and 
government think that demonstrations by animal rights, 
anti-war and anti-capitalism activists are a serious threat 
to the nation. They advocate methods such as the use of 
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injunctions and ASBOs to prevent protest and therefore 
free speech when no criminal law is actually broken. So, 
who is undermining democracy then? I think it is the 
police! 

Soon, we could be faced with ID cards in this country. 
And the ID card database will be able to contain 
information of political beliefs if the Home Secretary of 
the day, without recourse to Parliament, chooses so. 
And as off licences, ticket sales, fuel sales and electrical 
goods retailers, benefits agencies, post offices etc tow 
the government's line and refuse to serve you without a 
"voluntary" ID card to prove you have the right to such 
transactions, our movements can be tracked. It doesn't 
matter if they don't track them at first. The means with 
which to do it will exist. With one scan, the now political 
police will be able to draw up a profile of who you are, 
what you think, and what you do, who you do it with. 
And then, should the time come that they want to round 
up all the radicals who might be opposed to a "New 
Order", they will have a ready made list. The stuff of 
nightmares and fiction? I think not. V for Vendetta? 
1984? Implement ID cards and what have we got? 
George Orwell couldn't have imagined it any worse. The 
smart card in your pocket tracking your movements. I 
say we've got to stop the ID card madness before it is 
too late. There are many grassroots organisations 
springing up. There are things the individual can do. I 
shall leave the choices of what to do up to you. 


the journey and set about trying to find something that 
was funny but not freaky (very thin line) 

1 st stop was the Anne Summers. It seemed the easy 
option but everything just seemed a little too pervy (gimp 
mask anyone?!) then on to Claire’s accessories but I 
didn’t think she’d appreciate a PVC studded collar either. 
This was harder than I thought. Almost at the point of 
giving up we end up in Athena (contemplating the home 
ear candling kit from the strange Chinese stall on the 
way!) That’s when I saw it, the perfect present! Right 
there at the front of the store in a huge towering 
display. ..EDIBLE THONG AND BRA SET!! Brilliant! 
Knowing she’s vegetarian I thought I’d check the 
ingredients list so I pick up the box and start studying it. 
It’s at this exact moment I hear someone excitedly 
calling my name. I look up and there’s my boss beaming 
from ear to ear. Her eyes then drop down to the box in 
my hand and then from the box to the huge manikin 
unsubtly modelling the underwear. Her smile drops and 
her cheeks redden. My cheeks redden. We stand in 
silence trying not to make eye contact. I start to stutter 
something about it being a present and being for a friend 
but as I look around me for support I realise Tommy and 
Steinka have disappeared. We stand there for a few 
more minutes making small talk about work and then 
she makes her excuses, something about her parking 
meter running out. I’m left there, stunned, still holding the 
box with the ever-smiling semi naked woman on it. 


xHannahx 

This last month has seen my carefully maintained, 
innocent reputation ruined beyond repair through no fault 
of my own. 

It all started last Sunday. It was a lovely hot summer’s 
day. I was sat, naked, on my bedroom floor engrossed in 
my Columbo feature length DVD. The breeze from the 
open windows gently cooling me as the birds sang and 
the sun beamed. 

I reached down, attached another sticky wax strip to my 
essentials, gritted my teeth and pulled hard. Yet again 
tears welled up in my eyes and my face contorted as if Id 
just chewed a lemon. How I love being a girl. It was 
about 30mins into my waxing extravaganza (I’m a 
perfectionist!) that I caught something moving out of the 
corner of my eye. I looked up and saw a man holding a 
cloth and pathetically trying to look like he was cleaning 
my windows whilst grinning to himself! I didn't know what 
to do! I’m sat spread eagle on my floor (open legs facing 
the window) with my next wax strip glued between my 
legs! Do I scream? Do I run? Do I remove the strip then 
scream and run or do I start a conversation, make a 
comment about the weather perhaps? (After all he’s 
seen it all now hasn’t he?!) I decided on the ‘run like hell 
with wax strip flapping between my legs’ option. I 
headed for my bathroom with the idea of covering my 
modesty in a fluffy blanket towel but when I got there all I 
could find was a tiny flannel like hand towel. ..mmm.. .no 
good, no matter which way I hold it! With nothing else to 
do I sat it out in my hallway (the only non windowed 
room) until the nasty man went away. 

Later in the week I had to buy my friend a birthday 
present. This is the friend who in the past has given me 
‘thoughtful’ gifts such as: penis shaped pasta, handcuffs 
and bondage tape. This present therefore had to be 
equally ‘special’. I dragged Tommy and Steinka along for 


Chart topping hits 

Well, I’ve finally done it! I’ve joined a band for the first 
time since my school grunge band Trigger Fish’. Trigger 
Fish were the band that bought you timeless classics 
such as: ‘Moo, I hate you’ and ‘Isolated’ as well as 
popular chart covers of Nirvana’s ‘About a girl’ and 
Hole’s ‘Doll parts’. This time, however, I won’t be the 
pyjama wearing front woman (it was the fashion okay!) 
I’m trying my hand at playing the bass. 

The fact that I’ve never picked up a bass before last 
week is beside the point. The fact that I have no rhythm 
is beside the point. The fact that I don’t actually own a 
bass is beside the point! 

The truth is, I hate the way that we have such a lively 
scene in the south at the moment and there are still 
hardly any girls in bands. When I heard Steinka and 
Benny were trying to get a band together (a random late 
night Hobbit conversation) I jumped at the chance. I 
mean, if I can do this with no instrument knowledge 
maybe other ladies will be inspired to give it a go?! Well, 
that’s what I hope anyways! 

2 days after agreeing to be in the band we had our first 
band practice. This is always scary, especially as we 
didn’t actually discuss what type of music we were going 
to play (I had the fear I was going to turn up and Benny 
would be sat holding a banjo and Steinka a harmonica!). 
Was I supposed to have written some music already? 
Can you write a song using a bass?! 

After turning up an hour late (I was baking a cake, okay!) 
I was happy to see Benny had actually written a song 
already. All I had to do was play a few notes every time 
Benny played something twiddly, brilliant! I was starting 
to feel a little smug with myself actually so we decided to 
add some vocals. This is where it all goes tits up. As 
Steinka started to sing, I lost my place and stopped. Call 
me crazy but I’m sure a bass player that can only play in 
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between singing cant be good! ‘No problem!’ said Benny 
optimistically ‘all we need is a drummer!’ so off we went 
on a recruitment drive to Neil’s stag do. This went 
surprisingly well and we ended up with not only a 
drummer but also another guitarist (anymore people and 
we’d be in danger of becoming Slipknot!) 

So, now we finally have a full band, all we need is a 
name. ‘Just read random labels and magazine articles’ 
advised Benny... mmm... ’open with care’, ‘time released 
protection’, ‘100 best breasts’ (I’m in a all guys house 
okay!). I can’t believe how hard it is to find a good, 
unused band name. I've seen people spend less time 
and effort picking their first child’s name! Steinka and I 
love ‘Shamoo’ after the killer whale (think of all the 
costume possibilities!) but Benny seems less impressed, 
in fact as I’m writing this we STILL haven’t come up with 
a name we all agree on! Ah well, hopefully by the time 
you read this, we’ll not only have a name but also a 
Christmas number one and a Kerrang front cover!! 

Well, last week saw Phil and me celebrating our 1 st year 
anniversary. After the look of sheer disappointment on 
his face when I gave him his hand painted mug present 
(maybe the ‘owl and the pussycat’ design I drew looked 
a tad more like a tiger and a chicken but I’m not a natural 
artist, okay!) I was glad we had a back up plan of a trip 
to Edinburgh (woo!) 

After an hour flight (which made me deaf for the next 
3hrs) and a walk around Edinburgh’s slightly terrifying 
back streets in the dark (you just keep hiding behind me 
Phil, yea, thanks!) we managed to find our hotel (thank 
god!), eat a traditional Scottish dinner of ‘chips’ and 
crash out. 

So, Edinburgh; the land of hills, castles, toffee, kilts, 
bagpipes and of course WHISKEY! Just saying that 
word makes Phil’s little face light up and a twinkle 
appear in his eye so when he found out there was a 
Scotch Whiskey CENTRE that promised to let you 
experience ‘the history and mystery’ of his beloved 
‘fighting juice’ we HAD to go. In fact it was our 1 st stop. 
Being a non- drinker and a general hater for the ‘old 
man’s tipple’ it was never gonna be my trip of a life time 
but to Phil it was like he’d found some kind of holy 
Mecca so it had to be done. In we went. 

We signed up to the hour long tour and Phil decided, 
with 5mins til the tour started, now was the best time to 
nip off to.. er.. empty his system so he could consume the 
maximum amount of free whiskey going. I decided to go 
through to the little waiting room where the rest of the 
tour group had gathered and wait there. Within seconds I 
was given a free glass half full of whisky by the very over 
enthusiastic and strongly accented tour guide. I tried to 
explain that I didn’t want it and I was just waiting for 
someone but he just laughed, said something in a strong 
Scottish accent that I didn’t understand and handed me 
ANOTHER glass of whiskey and winked! After Phil had 
quite happily polished off both glasses of newly acquired 
drain cleaner we embarked on the grand tour. 

The tour comprised of 2 films, the 1 st explaining the very 
long and complicated process of making whisky (and 
massive lack of health and safety involved - yes, it’s a 
great idea to dangle yourself over that boiling hot vat of 
water... good plan!) and the 2 nd one just seemed to be 
propaganda to make you think that by drinking whiskey 
you are actually benefiting not only the Scottish workers 


but your WHOLE COUNTRY (remember kids, we 
wouldn’t have won any wars without whiskey keeping 
our troops warm during battle etc..) 

After burning my nasal passages trying to tell the 
difference between grain and malt whiskey and laughing 
at all the American tourists shouting about how it just 
doesn’t compare to good old ‘Jack Daniels’ (this didn’t 
go down particularly well with the Scottish guide who’s 
family has poured blood, sweat and tears over making 
this stuff for generations), we got to the grand finale of 
the tour.... a whiskey barrel gondola. I kid you not... We 
had to get in a bloody boat made out of a bloody whisky 
barrel and go on an odd version of a log ride whilst being 
told about whiskey through the ages. I swear I’ve never 
seen any thing so funny or bizarre and couldn’t stop 
laughing. At this point the crazy Scottish tour guide 
looked at me quite sternly and I managed to make out 
the words ‘already drunk too much’, ‘don’t drink any 
more’ and ‘security’! He thought I was drunk! Very drunk 
I think! Phil found this very amusing and still won’t let me 
live it down. After half an hour of ‘it’s a small world after 
all, the slightly slurred alcoholic version’ it was time for 
me to drag Phil out of the gift shop and carry on our 
Edinburgh adventure. 

xHannahx hannah pinchin@vahoo.co.uk 



Anti-Flag is the object of intense major-label 
interest, according to a report by the Wall Street 
Journal. The Journal reported that, according to the 
band's lawyer, Sony, Sire, Columbia and RCA 
Records are all offering the band piles of cash to 
release its next record; some offers top $500,000 for 
a one-off record contract ( www.aversion.com) 

The deal is done; Anti-Flag have indeed succumbed to 
the lure of the lucre, and along with Fat Wreck Chords 
label mates Against Me! have moved on to a Major 
Record Label. In Anti-Flag’s case the deal is with RCA 
Records in the US and Sony BMG's Columbia Records 
in the UK. Now, I’m not totally down on the concept of 
Punk bands being on Major’s, because when I got in to 
the music that was pretty much the only record labels 
that existed. And some of my favourite records are on 
Majors. But we’ve moved on in the past 30 years, and 
whatever you might actually think about A-F’s former 
paymaster Fat Wreck, their foundations and mechanics 
do retain an awful lot of Punk spirit, and are run by 
people who are long term players in the Punk scene. As 
far as I’m concerned, when a band signs to a Major 
there really is only one reason - The Profit Motive. An 
interview I read with A-F’s front man Justin Sane 
recently had him justifying their jump to the Major league 


7 


- “If there was ever a time to take a chance to be heard 
on a mass scale then this is the time. I feel like weVe 
been a voice in the wilderness for too long". As some of 
you know, I travel a fair bit around the world, and given 
half-a-chance will be checking out record shops, and I 
have to say that Fat Wreck certainly does a pretty 
decent job already in getting their releases out on a 
global scale. But obviously not on the sort of “mass 
scale” that suits the business minded angry young Punk 
these days! That the likes of Against Me! and Anti-Flag 
have a ‘political’ agenda which a few years ago would 
have seen them shunned by the mainstream is as clear 
an indication that, for the corporation everything is a 
marketable commodity. And if politics are in, they’re 
gonna be trying their hardest to be the ones selling it to 
the masses. First and foremost they are money grubbing 
unit shifters, and couldn’t give a fuck about anything 
else. And it does make me laugh when these bands try 
so hard to make you think otherwise. 


Israel by a lady called Liz Nord from San Francisco. It 
was originally just going to be about the band Useless 
ID, who are by far and away Israel’s biggest Punk act, 
but on arriving in the country she was then exposed to a 
whole bunch of other bands, and set about capturing the 
scene on camera, filming at gigs and interviewing the 
kids in this relatively young scene to find out what life 
must be like for them in this war ravaged strip of land in 
the Middle-East. There’s a trailer on the film website - 
http://www.liznord.com/uselessid and I will try to track 
a copy of the DVD down to cover with detail in a future 
issue. 

Soundtrack: Adolescents, Burning Heads, Sainte 
Catherine’s, The Bomb, Vee Dee, Modern Warfare, 
Crisis, Spermbirds, The Horror, Fucked Up, Youth 
Brigade, Pedestrians, Gravity Slaves, The Dictators... 
Jimi Hendrix 


Converse Chuck Taylor All Stars are, for some, more 
than just a pair of shoes. The $35 thin canvas 
sneakers can be an emblem of the counterculture, a 
rejection of the mainstream, a lonely stance against 
the onslaught of consumerism. So it is with some 
consternation that many Chuck Taylor fans learned 
that corporate behemoth Nike swallowed up 
Converse (Washington Post) 

It’s not just our precious Punk scene where corporations 
have gotten their greedy tentacles entwined either. I’ve 
long made a stance against buying any Nike products, 
and of course they could not resist the chance to gain a 
foot hold (mind the pun!!) in the more alternatively 
minded Converse. So now, even though I still turn my 
nose up at the fashion hungry Nike wearer, when stood 
there all righteous in my anonymous black Chuck 
Taylor’s I am no worse, and a hypocrite to boot. Ouch! I 
went to my local independent cinema a few days ago. 
The film showing was ‘Paradise Now’ - a story based 
around two potential suicide bombers in the Israeli 
occupied West Bank city of Nablus. This is clearly not a 
mainstream film, and is certain to have ruffled feathers of 
the Hawks in the White House and the Knesset. But as 
the lights went down, and the open credits started to roll, 
there on the screen was a huge WB logo, with a 
subtitled ‘Warner Brothers Independent Films’ 
underneath. Warner Brothers... independent??? 
Hilarious!!!! 

The film itself was far from hilarious. It painted a very 
vivid picture of what would drive two seemingly normal 
guys, albeit growing up in a war torn hell hole, to want to 
strap on bombs and blow them selves up. They are 
coerced and cajoled by members of the Palestinian 
resistance group that has organising a suicide mission in 
to Israel, and are expertly groomed for their deadly task. 
It’s hard for us to understand what makes someone want 
to take their life and that of so many others in such a 
horrific and cowardly manner, but this film does drill 
down to some of the fundamentals that could lead a 
person to make that decision. 

I’ve just been reading about the documentary ‘Jericho’s 
Echo (Punk Rock in The Holy Land)’ that was shot in 


Enjoy your Summer! 

pete.zonked@btinternet.com 


PUNK ROCK DAD WITH PAUL FOX 


So I'm expecting a huge change in my life right now as 
after 2 years of applications and a rollercoaster ride of 
emotions, hope and disappointment, we finally have 
been accepted to go and live in Australia. This is our 
dream, we have family over there, our reasons for going 
are numerous, though one of the foremost is the future 
of my daughter and a higher quality of life with numerous 
opportunities. Me, well, I'm just going to find a job, soak 
up the skate and surf culture and just generally feel like 
I'm on vacation, although, I have actually thought very 
seriously about my future and financial situation 
obviously. 

So, I was dicking about on a message board and was 
recommended a hardcore band from Perth, western 
Australia, called Extortion (they site Drop Dead, Infest, 
Think I Care etc as their influences) where we are going 
to settle, well they blew me away, I was stoked and 
checked out their My Space page, even contacted them, 
they replied, seem nice guys, told me to keep in touch 
and that they play the city every month or so, it amazed 
and humbled me that even on the other side of the world 
there are people just like you and I, on our wave length, I 
explored more and found a whole new scene I knew 
nothing about, so now I'm in this kid in a sweet shop 
dilemma, I am frantically checking all these new bands 
out which is almost like starting again, getting to know 
my future, local scene, It relaxed me instantly and made 
me feel that I would not feel as alone as I initially thought 
out there as there are people like me, our music scene is 
truly inspiring and makes me happy that where ever you 
go there are always good folk to help you out, as 
daunting as it is leaving my friends and family behind 
and everything I know to begin a brand new life, the, for 
want of a better word, as clich6 as it is, but the 
'brotherhood' leaves me with a warm glowing feeling. I 
may not be alone in thinking that the Australian punk/hc 
scene has much to offer and from the brief surface skim 
I have explored, I know that much awesome-ness is to 
be exposed and my quest to be the oldest hardcore kid 
on the block continues. 
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ON THE ROX WITH MIKE FOX 

South Coast Crust from WHOLE IN THE HEAD is 
blaring from the speaker. 

I am losing the will to live. Sorry, it’s not down to the 
noise barking from the speakers, though it has to be said 
these are not happy chappies when it comes to the 
glorious success that is free market capitalism and their 
place within the system and they are not making me feel 
better about life. All bleak stuff and very much black & 
white. Cheer up boys, it may never happen, what do you 
mean? It already did? If you like your Discharge 
influenced Hardcore, then you had better get hold of this 
beauty, it regularly finds its way back to my CD player. 
Another soutHCoast winner! 

I can’t quite put my finger on my current lack of 
enthusiasm for the grind that I call life. I guess my 
perception that nothing has changed in the 20 or so 
years since I first listened to “Feeding of the 5,000” might 
have something to do with it. 

I just had to read the lyric sheet, I am so glad he wasn’t 
singing, “war hatred sexy sex-scene” in “The sum total 
Global Accomplishment.” Another good ‘un for the 
misheard lyrics department. 

Music scenes aren’t real life. It’s true; I guess part of my 
disappointment is with myself & I am reflecting that onto 
the things around me, seeing my malaise reflected right 
back at me. So let's get things off my flabby chest and 
see if that helps me. 

GAMEFACE replace WITH and I hope that will cheer me 
up. Cracking demo from WITH, spot on crust, even if 
they do sing about sexy sex scenes! 

DIY hardcore has let me down. Now, I am making a 
guess that when it was decided that DIYHC was against 
the music business & business generally, it was also 
decided that we would ignore everything that was linked 
to business. Like organising. Let me tell you, being in a 
band is a minor miracle. Especially with our love of 
organising & our ability to do it. I hope you can taste the 
sarcasm dripping through the words. Really, I am 
shocked we turn up for anything, play the same song 
together & get back home for a sleep. Such is my faith in 
DIY HC at this point in time, a faith born of experience. 
20 years of this is bound to get you down. The poorly 
attended gigs because of poor flyering, poor advertising, 
poor planning, piss poor effort. Gigs that start late 
because the equipment isn’t there, bands with no 
equipment, exploiting the DIY ethic with their selfish 
disregard for responsibility. Gigs that have the main 
band playing for 5 minutes because no one did a running 
order or kept bands to it. Flyers with no town, date or 
venue info are always a winner. I mean the list goes on. I 
am guilty of most of the above and because I did the 
crime I now do the time. Is it too late to say I am sorry? 
Still as long as we have fantastic record collections & a 
bunch of real nice friends, well everything will be okay, 
right? Well that is how it appears to me & for 20 odd 
years I have barely been able to keep my mouth shut. In 
fairness, I have let rip a few times, but usually when 
drunk & then I just spout meaningless tripe & upset 
people who are really trying & miss the real targets of my 
hatred & bile. I’m just a bitter old man, just keep telling 
yourselves that, you never know it might work. Just 
because it didn’t last time.... whatever. 

THE SMITHS replace GAMEFACE. Reliving my past. 
“There is a light that never goes out” is a cracking song 


& I spent many a drunken night spinning in Mozza 
appreciation dreaming of girls/boys I could sing those 
words too. 

It’s a big jump from THE SMITHS to PILGER, but I can 
make that jump. Union Song, hey I choose to ignore 
punk rule 346 stating that I can’t mention I am in band? 
Shout out to pilger! I have spent a lot of my working life 
in massive institutions. Whether it’s the Civil Service, 
Universities or some other big corporate establishment; I 
have had the protection of a Union. I have also had to 
listen to idiots who berated Unions in that time. Now, I 
am not dumb enough to think that Trade Unions are not 
without fault. Hey, those union guys in suites know 
nothing about work & are fleecing the workers just as 
much as the bosses & I know that a fair number of union 
reps are there because they want to avoid work, fair 
play. But, I now work in an establishment with no Union 
representation. Sure the employer is “benevolent”, a real 
nice bloke on most counts. There was no pay increase 
for 2 years at this place. Sure no-one has to stay, no one 
“forces" people to stay & no one forced me to take the 
job. I actually really like the job and accept the bad with 
the good, I am getting something out of this job. That 
doesn’t negate the fact that there was no pay rise for the 
workers whilst the owner had holidays abroad. I know it 
is not that simplistic, but the arguments against 
Unionism tend to be. Tell me... 

The Boss Tuneage Retro Series is a clever marketing 
ploy to cash in on the nostalgia trip... Wasted in the 
Sun... why not? The quality of the releases is without 
fault, if you ask me. I was surprised how much I liked 
SOFAHEAD. As people they were lovely. Top self. They 
crashed at my house a few times & were excellent 
guests, unlike some famous Americans that I won’t 
mention. Even though people moaned about Ian being a 
miserable git, I always liked his northern ways. Back the 
music & stop the name-dropping fox. This CD features 
“what a predicament” & “pre-martial yodelling” and is 
quality 90s Brit hardcore. This is very tuneful, very indie 
& with more than a touch of LEATHERFACE chucked in 
there. The Girl/Boy vocals have lyrics touching on a lot 
of social issues. Makes me I wish I appreciated them 
more back then, eh? (BossTuneage, PO Box 74, Sandy, 
Beds, SGI 9 2WB) In the same vein, but on Blackfish, 
you get THE INSTIGATORS “Dine upon the Dead” 
which I didn’t realise was so plastered with guitar solos. 
Sure, I knew Moody was a quality guitarist & I rocked my 
bollox off in the pit when they ripped the West Indian 
Club apart back in the day, but I was still shocked. I still 
can’t play the opening track without thinking of Steve 
EMI trying to wind up his mum. .."there is no god! There 
is no god!” This gets me going & there are a couple of 
real stand out tracks here. The rest, well it’s just good, 
that’s all. Just quality, song after song. Sound wise, I 
can’t help but think of the SUBHUMANS with rock 
sensibilities?? Tez was the bloke who turned me onto 
USHC, so I owe him, big time. ..this made me dig out my 
XPOZEZ singles, demos & practise tapes. ..Burnt out 
Youth! Another must buy! 

PAINT IT BLACK’S Paradise is in the player, spine 
tingling good angry hardcore from the Philly Boys. Sorry 
Lizzie, you’re wrong! It’s not the poetry of a 15 year old. I 
love this stuff & I am sure you do to. 

By the end of May I should be the proud father again. 
With 4 weeks to go the most recent scan has estimated 
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the baby’s weight at 71b 3, gonna be a big bugger! I 
won’t gush or go on about things you don’t want to read, 
but being a parent has been a rollercoaster & I wouldn’t 
swap it for anything. Can’t help but sing THE 
DESCENDENTS “Parents” every time I think about it. 
“Parents, they’re so fucked up” can disagree there. 

If you managed to read this far, you probably wont mind 
if I do a bit of plugging for a few people. First up, 
ZOMBIE DEATH SQUAD sent me a CDR because they 
are looking for gigs, interesting. I have lost their press 
sheet, so they will have to put up with my 
description... hmm, lets me refresh my memory... a pretty 
decent representation of shouty 80s influenced 
hardcore. Damn good in the moshability stakes. Not too 
fast, with a tune you can tap your toes to. Check out 
www.mvspace.com/zombiedeathsquadthrash & if I was 
putting on gigs I reckon I would offer these guys a 
chance, I liked what I heard. 

More punk rock imitating the music biz, CORNDOG PR 
have sent me a couple of promos. I have to say the 
mention of street teams & fan numbers make me think of 
BUSTED & I guess that’s were ONE:DAY:LIFE want to 
be, but with punk rock credibility. Maybe its time for 
another wave of pop punk, if so these ODL are a decent 
bet. “Friends in name only” is a pretty decent EP, 4 
tracks of above standard pop punk, reminds me of 
SAVES THE DAY and I don’t think I can say better than 
that. Nothing startling here, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
bad. Far from it, good songs, good lyrics & its all kicked 
out with plenty of energy! I’d contact 
www.mvspace.com/onedavlifeuk & I’d make some new 
friends... ho ho ho. 

Finally, sorry ZEEB, but I just can’t play 
“MockCockSpockShockRock” for more than 2 tracks, 
which makes it hard to review, to paraphrase Gaz 
Suspect, this is not my cup of tea... 

Bye for now & sorry this was so rushed. 


EARACHE with Pablo 


I was going to write a Mallorca scene report with my 
mate Toni from Bad Taste but as usual I didn’t get my 
act together in time so you will have to put up with this 
instead! (I wish I could write a Malaga scene report but 
I’m still searching for it) 

I was in Palma a few weeks ago and was sad to see that 
Runaway Records has shut down. Runaway was a great 
independent record shop that stocked mainly punk, 
hardcore and indie stuff. I was talking to the owner who 
explained that since everyone started downloading 
music he only sells about 25% of what he used to. I 
always thought that I was getting one over on the music 
industry by downloading music and never thought about 
the small shops that would suffer. 

The street where Runaway was located used to be a 
great place, with 3 punk/alternative bars, 2 good cafes, a 
radical vegetarian restaurant and the record shop. You 
could go down there day or night and always bump into 
someone you knew. This all started to change a few 
years ago when a trendy clothes shop opened up 
followed by a yuppy German art gallery etc. Now the 
place is full of rich Germans and nothing like how it was. 
This is gentrification at its worst and I suppose happens 
wherever there is a punk/alternative scene. Fucking 
yuppies! 


I went to a great gig recently in a small town near 
Malaga. The bands were MG15 and Pom Truck. I’d 
never heard of MG15 before but was told they’re very 
well known in Spain due to doing a split single with 
Discharge. The venue was one the weirdest places I’ve 
ever seen a band in. It was an underground nautical 
theme bar complete with port- holes, anchors on the 
walls etc. The windows were built into the walls of the 
swimming pool next door so you could watch people 
swimming past! Anyway, Porn Truck play a sort of 
mixture of Dead Kennedys, No Means No and Ska stuff 
and were really good. MG15 played a blistering set of 
Dis-core punk and were the most powerful 3- piece band 
I’ve seen. Well worth checking out if you’re into that 
style! 

ANTI FLAG 

I bought their new CD last week and excellent it is too. 
Now they've signed to a major label they’re bound to get 
totally slagged off from all sides and we will probably see 
some pathetic holier than thou types releasing an anti 
Anti Flag CD, like they did with Chumbawumba. The 
same people who probably will be drinking Coke (human 
rights abusers) smoking cigarettes (tested on animals) 
and wearing Vans shoes (made in sweat shops). 
Basically, some people think that the bands they listen to 
should be PC and ethical while they themselves can do 
what they want. Personally I hope Anti Flag become as 
big as Green Day as surely it’s better to have millions of 
kids listening to lyrics like theirs instead of the usual 
MTV bollocks! And if you’re serious about changing this 
fucked up world we live in, playing punk music to 30 like- 
minded people in small pubs is not the way to do it! 
OUTRO 

That’s my ranting over with, see you in Blackpool for the 
last ever Wasted festival. If any of you are bored at work 
and have access to the internet, join Tonesuspect and 
myself on the Saints forum The Ugly lnside.com. We’re 
doing a good job turning them all into punk rockers! 

Next time I'll try and get my shit together and do that 
Mallorca scene report. 

Summer Sounds: Killing Joke, La Gran Orquesta 
Republicana, Boysetsfire, Chirri Kebab Motherfuckers, 
Ignite, Propagandhi. 


COLUMN NO. 4 - Si Briggs 


So, not much happening in my world at the mo’ and so 
I’ve been putting this off for a while now hoping for some 
exciting adventure to occur, but no. 

The end of the footer season has left me feeling rather 
out of sorts, Boro got to the UEFA Cup final but were 
well whupped when it really mattered, got knocked out of 
the FA Cup in the semi’s and our league form was pretty 
poor, so we finished the season with nothing and in the 
bottom half of the premiership, plus we’re minus a 
manager and a couple of our biggest players are out of 
contract and things are up in the air with them, it’s a 
funny old game isn’t it. 

Lots of talk about England and the World Cup but to be 
honest I’m not really bothered about how England will 
do, as long as Downing gets a few pin point crosses in 
from the left then I’m happy. 

Some fantastic music about at the mo’, the new None 
More Black album is a ripper, as is New Mexican 
Disaster Squad and Sainte Catherines, the re-release of 
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the 3 Avail albums are very impressive, lots more too, 
got plenty of good review stuff this time around. 

Back on my bike for work when the weather permits 
which I’m enjoying and feeling better for, even managed 
to drop a few of those extra Winter pounds too I think, 
playing footer also and the occasional skate, all helping 
to get my fitness levels back up, feeling pretty good for a 
42 year old loser. 

My son Dan passed his driving test a while back which 
was a bit of a worry but he seems to be doing ok and 
we’re pleased to say he has had no trouble at all 
adopting the old car as his own, except when it’s time to 
put petrol in of course. 

Our daughter Lauren is about to do her final exams at 
school and venture out into the big cold world, eeh don’t 
they grow up quick! 

My mate took me to see old Billy Bragg about a month 
back for my birthday, hella cool! First time I’ve seen the 
old Bard and it was fantastic, really enjoyed it, he was on 
for about 2 hours, did a lot of talking, and was most 
amusing in places and of course played some of his old 
chestnuts and we sung along like fools. So a big thanks 
to my old friend Wayne for that, he’s a good un. 

Had a fantastic weekend down at the Whatleys again 
over the Easter weekend, went down to watch the Boro- 
Pompey game, and some friends from the US came 
over too to catch some “proper" footer, though what they 
in fact saw was some real shit footer, though we did all 
get on Match of the Day which we enjoyed seeing. 
Anyhoo, footer aside it was a real fun weekend, spent 
with friends and family, the best of times. 

My old friend Paul Fox is off to Oz to live, before the end 
of the year I think. A long time SD contributor, and an old 
friend and skate bro’ from way back, I will be sad to see 
him go, though we will defos keep in touch, and 
hopefully he will continue to contribute to SD, have a 
great, great life down there Paul, Debs and Amy. 
Another great guy for sure, man I have some of the best 
friends! 

Seems to have been pretty quiet for gigs this year, 
maybe it’s just me though, Latterman played Boro a 
while back and they were fantastic, a great band for 
sure. Looking forward to the Paint It Black/New Mexican 
Disaster Squad tour end of August/early Sept. A whole 
lot, hope to catch a few of the dates at least, 2 awesome 
bands. 

That’s about it for me this time around I think. 
simon. briaasl @ntlworld.com 


put a record on, make a cup of tea - Tony 


I don’t like Subway and never eat in there. Two or three 
years ago I would eat there, but after a while their soggy 
bread put me off, then I saw the person making the food 
use the same knife they’d used cut a sandwich 
containing meat to cut a “veggie delight”. I vowed then to 
never eat in there again. However, Sarah and Becca like 
it, so I do go in there from time to time usually just 
getting a cup of tea, if I’ve remembered my soya milk 
that is. So, back in the summer of 2005 we were in there 
and as usual Sarah had gone to get some food while 
Becca and me went and sat at a table to play paper 
scissors stone. Of course she won again, how does she 
do that, every time? She cheats doesn’t she? Anyway, 
as Becca humiliated me at that stupid game Sarah 


brought the food back, then went off to get the drinks. In 
case you don’t know, you get a cup with a tea bag and 
have to go and put boiling water in it, which Sarah was 
now doing as I helped Bees plough her way through 17 
layers of packaging just to get to her plain roll. On her 
return, steaming cup of boiling water and teabag held 
out in front of her, the cup slipped out of her fingers 
before she made it to the table and landed right in my 
lap! At that instant I didn’t know what was worse, the 
searing pain or the horrible feeling of the water seeping 
into my shorts and boxers and running between my legs 
and under my backside. Nano-seconds after that I 
realized that the boiling water and the pain that 
accompanied it was far worse. I’m not the sort to make a 
scene, and crying out in a fairly crowded place wasn’t an 
option for me, so I sat there grimacing while Becca tried 
not to laugh and Sarah kept apologizing and telling me 
to go to the toilet to put cold water on it! More water? 
Obviously it was an accident and Sarah hadn’t meant to 
tip boiling water into my lap, but pouring more water on it 
wasn’t something I was going to be doing anytime soon. 
Instead I sat there as the water soaked into my skin and 
my clothes and tried not to think about the pain. 

Then I realized, our car was parked up in town and I had 
to get there. As it was I didn’t want to move, I was quite 
happy for Sarah and Bees to take their time over their 
food, while they kept trying to hurry up so I could get 
home. Eventually I had to leave, then I realised 
something else, I had light grey shorts on. Not only was 
the damp patch pretty obvious, the water had had a tea 
bag in it; it may only have been there for a few seconds, 
but it was enough to leave a stain on my shorts, a brown 
ring neatly outlining the damp patch. My Paint It Black 
hoodie was tied round my waist, so I tried to use that to 
cover up as much of the stain as I could, it was also 
sopping wet, but at least it was black. 

Walking was uncomfortable, as much for the soggy 
underwear I now had on as the pain of one particular 
part of my groin. We rushed as fast as we could, which 
wasn’t very fast at all really, and finally made it back to 
the car. To Becca’s amusement I couldn’t stand it any 
more and took off my shorts in the car park; “Daddy!” 
she said “There are people coming!” “I don’t care!” I said 
through gritted teeth, and at that point I really didn’t care. 
Once safely inside the car I had a look at the damage, 
there was a nasty looking blister on my groin, it hurt like 
heck, but if it had been just a couple of inches to the left I 
would have been in real pain. Luckily the sleeves of that 
trusty Paint It Black hoodie had been in just the right 
place to safe me from an even greater pain. When I got 
home the blister had grown, so had the pain. It took a 
couple of days for the pain to subside. Then, a few days 
later, stood at work talking to someone I felt a strange 
damp sensation on my groin, it was horrible. Excusing 
myself I hurried to the nearest toilet, locked myself in a 
cubicle and examined the dampness. The blister had 
burst and was now leaking a strange yellow fluid. It 
happened again later that day, and when I looked this 
second time the blister was just a flap of skin and yellow 
fluid was flowing down my leg, eventually to stain my 
sock. From that point on, though, it started to heal up, 
although I still have a scar. 

Myspace is a very handy thing, I set myself up a long 
time ago, almost by accident, but then it became a good 
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TOWK CLOCK RECORDZ 


way to contact people I’d lost contact with or had met in 
the dim and distant past and wanted to get back in touch 
with. Casey Jones is a good example of that; I met him 
when Ignite played in London years ago, we did an 
interview and after that he spent the evening telling me 
how he wasn’t straight edge any more. When the 
interview was printed in the zine I sent a copy but didn’t 
hear from him again. Then, through myspace I contacted 
him again and he’s proved to be a very nice guy and 
we’ve kept in contact. It’s good for that and I was happy 
to keep my page updated and keep adding “friends”. 
Then I heard that Rupert Murdoch’s bastard corporation 
had bought it. It was still free, nothing had changed, but 
it made me feel uncomfortable, I was having trouble 
justifying it to myself. We do have a Sky TV subscription 
at home, and most of the TV I watch is football, a lot of it 
on Sky Sports; but I’m in a minority in my house of 
wanting to watch a lot of TV, and a lot of programs that 
are on satellite channels, and Sky TV would be coming 
into our house whether I liked it or not so I don’t feel 
guilty watching the footer. That may be a cop out, but I 
don’t pay for it, so that’s good enough for me I’m afraid. 
But myspace isn’t the only way to contact people, just 
the easiest. As it is I haven’t looked at my own myspace 
page for weeks, and I handed over the pilger page to 
Kev and Phil, who are both happy to keep it updated and 
to answer the messages and so on. I have kept my page 
for now until I can make my mind up if I want to just get 
rid of everything and forget all about it. 

I really don’t care what other people do; I’m not going to 
moan at someone for having a page, it’s up to everyone 
to square things with themselves, but if you send me a 
message don’t be surprised if you don’t get a reply, it’s 
nothing personal it’s just because I won’t have read it, 
you can always contact me via the SD email - 
suspectdevicehq@hotmail.com . 


TT Party/YoluJBteers - split 7" 
Hid-80's hardcore puck. (Blue vinyl) £2.70j>pd BE 


V/A - DIY's Hot Dead! 10" comp 

10” comp featuring an unreleased track b/* Pilger, 
Sickle's Cab, Kardskin, Four Letter Word, Volunteers, 
Intent, TV Part/, Ho Substance, I Object, Swellbell/s 
and 01 Polloi. Cover art by Mike Bukowski* 

(orange/black splatter vinyl) £7 *OGppd OX 



* 

3 


Town Clock 
P0 Box 132 
Thirsk 
TO? 1WR 
UK 

emallsailorf&another. co.uk 


Price Inc postage in UK only* 
Oversea * & orders email first I 
Chequess C Thompson 
Send SAE for latest distro. 
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Latterman 

I picked up the “no matter where we go...!” in the US after reading a review and adding it to my “wants list” , I can 
remember reading the CD booklet in the airport coming home and being impressed with the message on the back 
page and showing Tony, who was equally happy to read such uplifting words. So I got home and played the CD 
and loved it and an interview was quickly decided upon with the band. They are coming over in April and playing 
Boro just before my 42 nd birthday, something I am rather looking forward too, you should go see them if you get 
chance: 

Can you quickly give a bit of band 
history, names and ages and 
instruments, how long have you been 
together? 

Well, about 5 years ago Phil who plays 
guitar and Matt who plays bass were in a 
band called 5dayslate with George (from 
tripside) who plays drums. They broke up 
and Phil who still plays guitar and Matt who 
still plays bass started Latterman with 
Sposato (from the islanders) who plays 
guitar and Bryce (from gridiron) who plays 
the drums. Then Bryce left Latterman to 
play in gridiron, Sposato left Latterman to 
watch TV and fall out of punk. Ok, so at this 
point Schramm (from contra) starts playing 
the drums and MR (ex-infest) master of the 
git-box joined the band. I'm pretty sure that 
somewhere in there Jeff was in the band. 

Jeff is the most capable musician and 
possibly played all the instruments in 
Latterman. Jeff is now in Slingshot Dakota 
who are pretty mint too. 

You guys appear to be into some heavy touring, so you must love it right? Isn't it pretty gruelling and very 
trying on band relationships? 

Touring is sweet. We love our buddies that live far away and this is our means to spend some time with them and 
hopefully share some ideas and connect on some level. Seeing the world is also nice. We feel that touring will 
never replace the relationships that we have built at home however. Word. 

There's a very inspirational message on the back page of your "no matter where we go!" CD front sleeve, 
have you always felt it's important to speak out and vent your feelings about the evils around us? 

We write about the things that affect us. We write about our communities, our friends, and the struggles that we 
face. We don't feel like we are superheroes ridding the world of wrongdoing. But we do try to bring certain issues to 
the foreground in hopes that we will get people to think about their actions and the ways in which they think. We 
feel that music has always been a great medium for conveying feelings of discontent. We never wanted to be a 
band like the Vandals or The Dwarves and write songs about poop or boobs. We feel that we have an opportunity 
to express our opinions on certain topics and hopefully make the world a slightly better place. 

Your newest album release is on Deep Elm which is a bit of a surprise, how did 
this come about? And were you happy to sign to them knowing you might 
appear a "square peg in a round hole" maybe? Have they treated you well so far? 

Deep Elm is good. We recorded a record and they pressed it. It makes sense. 

Which bands inspired you to start your band and why? 

We have all been in bands for a long time so it is hard to think of what you were 
listening to when your first band started. We can assume that it was nofir, pulley, colour 
me bad or gwar. But what I can tell you are the bands that inspire us to continue. If you 
are into sweet shit check out The Solidarity Pact, Small Arms Dealer, Guadalupe, 

Invade, and Yes Sensei. All of them have records out on Deep Elm, Rok Lok Records or burnitdown/REBUILD. 
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What other music have you released? 

I'm not sure if you are asking what releases Latterman has had or if you are asking what other 
bands we are in so I will answer both and hopefully get you the answer that you are looking for. As 
for Latterman releases we did a split 7" with Nakatomi Plaza and the 2 records that are available 
on deep elm as well as various early demos. As far as other musical projects this is a bit more 
involved so lets go by band member. Schramm has been in Contra, Wolfe Den, Gridiron, Plimpton 
32 and The Solidarity Pact. Phil has been in 5dayslate, Fuck Cops, The Solidarity Pact, and the 
Collision Kids. MR has been in Air Raid Barcelona, Outbreak and Gridiron. Matt has been in The 
Solidarity Pact, Shorebirds, Life Rocks! The Best, and 5dayslate. Some of those bands have 
released some stuff, some of them didn't, but I assure you that they all fucking ripped! 

You are coming over to the UK in April, are you playing mainland Europe too? Looking 
forward to it? 

Fuck Yeah! Sometimes I think about the fact that 5 years ago we were excited to play birthday 
parties in our friend’s back yards and now we are getting excited to fly to Europe to play with Bad 
Religion. It is pretty fucking bizarre actually. We are just 4 kids from Long Island that decided to 
start a band and write some pop punk songs and now we get to share experiences that we never 
thought we would have. If we can do this then anyone can, because seriously, we are complete 
fuck ups. And now somehow we're touring the world. So if you aren’t in a band start a band and 
maybe you can tour the world to. For real! 


Are you believers in Punk Rock DIY ethics? Would you consider using bigger labels and 
such? 

Although signing to a label like Deep Elm isn't the most "punk" move or the most “DIY" move we do 
find ourselves rooted in DIY punk. We support DIY projects such as burnitdown/REBUILD and Rok 
Lok Records. We book and play shows at the hobo house in Huntington where Phil lives, as well as 
other DIY spaces around the country. This sucks I feel like I'm writing a resume. Let's just leave it at 
this. We are a punk band. If we do something that you think sucks tell us it sucks so we can talk 
about it. We are not punk messiahs and we are not perfect - we do fuck up. We count on our friends 
to keep us in line. 

Anything else you'd like to add? 

If you are looking for answers I wouldn't search the liner notes in a Latterman CD because all that 
you are going to find will be more questions. Maybe we can get together some day and figure our ail 
of our Questions toaether. Punx 4 eva. 






You’ve heard of the ‘feel good factor’ well DFE give me that ‘feel punk factor’! Their last two releases 
‘Barcode Generation’ and ‘Hotline to Hades’ have been pure punk and I felt it was more than high time we 
got them in SD. My thanks to Tommy and Dek for all the time and effort they’ve put into this interview. 


OK... Standard opener! How long have DFE been about, who's currently lining up for the band and is it a 
settled line up? 

Drongos have existed since 1979 first gig was at St. Marks Church Great Barr, Birmingham, November 3rd.The 
line up now is Tom Farrell vocals, Dek Baker bass, Andy Kimberley drums, Anton Cheprgey guitar. This line up has 
been together since 1999. 


I have to say that I've been playing your Barcode Generation CD regularly ever since it came out and now 
the Hotline to Hades CD is just as regular. How difficult was it to release a follow up to Barcode as I felt it 
could be almost impossible to match that but to my mind you've done it? 

Well Gaz I’m glad you like it. So far the new album has been well received. You know with music, it speaks to 
individuals in different ways, I’m sure there are people who hated Barcode but will like some of the tracks on 
Hotline. We ain't really got a formula Dek is quite prolific with coming up with some killer tunes and then between 
us manage to fit some lyrics to it. I don’t think we have a definite style we have fast songs and are prepared to slow 
it down (just to get a breather really ha ha!) We are not bothered about mixing it up a bit if it sounds right to us we 
just play it. 


How do you decide who releases your material as the Barcode CD came out on Dislocate and the Hotline 
CD seems to be a joint venture between yourselves and Punk Shit Records? 

Dave at Dislocate did his best for us we ain’t got no gripes with him personally but whilst touring Europe it became 
evident that people were struggling to get there hands on a copy of Barcode. We feel with Ritchie, PunkShit, has 
more contacts worldwide and this should help to get better distribution. Plus we got more control over where it’s 
going. Barcode will also be available on Punkshit in the near future re-packaged. After doing USA a couple of times 
we released it over there through Nat at Puke &Vomit, again, purely so people could get a copy easier. We prefer 
dealing with people who are fans of the music and the whole scene and not just in it to make a few quid out of us. 
DIY is the best way but it does have limitations. We are not doing this band to make money, we do it cause it's all 
we have ever wanted to do. There ain't no master plan and no hidden agenda. Most of our songs are about things 
in life that are fucked up and piss us off so if it makes a few people feel they can relate to it then that’s cool. 


Is it important that getting on for 30 
years after punk started that bands are 
still protesting about things or should 
we just let the MTV generation of young 
punks soak up the music and let the 
lyrics go by the way side. Kids now 
seem far less politicised than when I 
got into it all in the early 80's? What 
current issues concern DFE? 

Well Gaz I disagree with that. We got 
some young bands around at the moment, 
who are politically sussed and write some 
vibrant angry songs. I agree that MTV 
maybe got them interested in punk in the 
first place but some have dug a bit deeper. 
To name a few and apologies if you think 
your band should be mentioned. The 
Nihilists, Dive, False Idol, Radiation Angel, 
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Warbux. Some of these kids are 15 years old and play blindin' stuff check em 
out. Message to Daz & Jennie these are the bands you should be booking for 
WASTED not fuckin' Chaz & Dave! Please! 'It's a fucked up world but what we 
gonna do'. 

When writing songs I try not to tell people how to live or what to do but just to 
think about what’s happening and start to question things and if it pisses you 
off then maybe actually stand up and do something about it. We have been 
accused in the past of becoming a toothless animal and that we are just into 
the pose of being in a band and it’s just a show when we do gigs. But we do a 
lot of work for different causes and have raised a lot of money and awareness 
for many diverse things. As for current issues we probably ain't got to wait to 
long for something else to happen in the world we live in today to get me 
scribbling like a mad man. 

How do DFE get on for gigs and do you get to tour around much, not just 
in the UK but Europe and further afield? What do people tend to shout 
out for at gigs and what are your fave DFE songs to blast out? Is gigging 
still a big buzz for the band and are you equally happy with big festivals 
like Wasted and the back room of a pub somewhere? Do you think you 
would come and play for the South Coast punk kids one day!? 

The last 3 years have been a busy time for us. We have averaged about 50 plus gigs a year. We have had to pass 
up on a few due to other commitments so sorry for anyone we disappointed there. We all have to work to sustain 
our families and to some extent the band, so touring can be hard to get the time off but we have managed so far. I 
have to thank Magda our European tour organizer who has done well for us over the last 2 years. Plus the 
countless friends we have made out of other bands well that’s how we manage things now. We set up a tour for 
Defiance here in UK a couple of years ago after their proposed tour fell through at short notice and they 
reciprocated by getting us over there for a West Coast tour along with Toxic Narcotic. SOS records are showing 
some interest in putting out Hotline so obviously that will open another door to us but we will see if it’s a good deal 
for the band. We do consider playing any venue we don’t just pick what might be regarded as a good gig. 
Obviously it’s no fun travelling far and then only attracting a small audience but it does happen now and then. 
Having some merchandise to sell can make all the difference at a gig so we are not out of pocket. Our LDV minibus 
is a gas guzzler, but it’s better than the pram and go kart we used in 1810, sorry, 1979. Gigging is the best bit as 
far as I’m concerned, the whole thing of making new friends, getting shitfaced together, getting to see new bands 
and older ones. In the early days we did not do enough gigs for many reasons financial, transport, you name it! But 
it was the same for everyone then as it was harder to organise (e-mail is such a wonderful thing). But now we’ve 
got the things in place to do what we want to do. What do people shout for apart from get on with it you old 
bastard? It varies, first time in the States young kids knew all the words to the first singles we released which kind 
of blew my mind a bit. Mayday is a definite favourite of Barcode, along with Who The Fuck (which Dek hates coz it 
hurts his old fingers), Hope & Glory, Freakazoid and Untamed. Yes we would love to come down to see you all let's 
get it on. 

Birmingham Punk Rock! How's the local Punk scene in Brum at the moment? I went to a gig at a place 
called the Royal George I think (!?) last year, had a great time and loads of quite friendly folk were in that 
night. Is that generally the case? 

The down side to being busy with the band is that we don’t get the chance to do as much socialising in 

Birmingham, as we would like to. The scene around the midlands in general is healthy. Like I said before there are 

some great young bands and more established ones. We are lucky to have several punk friendly venues and are 
blessed with a few people who care passionately about our scene and are keen to promote gigs. When we are not 
busy we try and get out to support these gigs as much as we can. Alas the Royal 
George is no more but we have returned to the Market Tavern, which is now run 
by Neil and Peggy. Neil plays guitar for The Beat and is happy to promote music 
of any genre. It's not a big venue but it’s a good one. Bigger gigs are catered for 
at either The Academy or Edwards and recently The Barfly. Anyone interested in 
playin' Brum could possibly contact Bekka Puke (PUKE FANZINE). Most of the 
gigs are well attended as long as they are advertised properly. Posters and flyers 
do work, you know you can’t just put it on the punk & oi site, not everyone has 
access to a PC (we forgot to put a postal address on new album dohl). If they are 
friendly or not, well I suppose yeah, they are now compared to the early 80's. 

Do you get on well with the likes of GBH and the Skeptix as they appear on 
your thanks list? Any other Brum Punk bands (or any others for that 
matter!) that Suspect Device readers should be on the look out for besides 
the more established acts? 

GBH we have known since the early days played some of our first gigs together. 

We all used the same pub, The Crown in Birmingham. In fact they were 
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instrumental in getting us back up and running as Jock suggested to doing something for the Millennium and from 
that gig here we are today. They won’t thank me for this cause they are so down to earth but they have inspired so 
many people all around the world, wherever we have been we see GBH t shirts, patches and it makes us feel right 
at home and proud to be Brummies. We do a Christmas gig with them every year. This year it’s on 22nd December 
@ The Academy also 3CR will be joining us for an evening of festive merriment (Bah! Humbug!). We just got back 
from a short tour in Germany with the Skeptix, One Way System and Instant Agony which was a lot of fun. I think 
we get along OK with most bands who are on the scene at the moment, none of us tolerate egos, there ain't no 
room for them. Got to mention Contempt, toured with them a couple of times now (currently looking for a vocalist as 
Stan has hung up his mic!) I have already mentioned a few of the younger local bands. Dogshit Sandwich (rip) D 
Corner Bois, Cupid Stunt, Rotunda, Rubba Donkeys, Intention, Eastfield, H8Target, Appendix One, Jif Not Cif. (I 
know I forgot someone). 

On tour, Crashed Out (hi ya Dekka Wade), Holy Racket, Restarts, Certified, Versus Defiance, Toxic Narcotic, I 

could go on but it’s the people as well as the 

music. 

What does the future look like for DFE, do you plan to carry on for as long as you can and keep releasing 
stuff? 


Ain’t got no crystal ball. As for further releases I think so we got 5 new songs already for the next album. I think we 
will carry on as long as we are still having fun and don’t start to get on each other’s nerves too much. Having a 
settled line up is the key they are my punk brothers. 



Do DFE get a lot of general interest from people and does doing interviews like this take up much of your 
time? 

Yeah! We have had a lot of interest lately. I think we have gradually worn people down well you know. I have had a 
lot of older punks saying that they were aware of Drongos but had not really got into it or properly listened before 
and that they have been pleasantly surprised. I quote one guy from Sheffield 'Yeah I remember Drongos you used 
to be shit but you blew me away tonight' that’s what the guy said and I think he was spot on. We were a shambles 
in the early days, either brilliant or too pissed up or whatever and that’s not knocking any past members, but that’s 
how we were then as kids. Now I think we are a bit more focused and if people are paying to see us then they 
deserve a good performance. Well I don’t have a saved file with answers in fact the wife ain't talking to me now as I 
have been on this for 2 hours ...I got to be in the right mood to do this but can make the time thanks for the interest 
in the band. 

Here at Suspect Device we plan to celebrate when ex- PM Mrs.T. dies (eventually!). Can you foresee DFE 
playing a benefit gig for her when that day arrives? 

Well now one of the new songs we have written is titled 'Dance When Maggie’s Dead'. My mom says you should 
not wish anyone dead but I think this is the exception to that rule. Where’s the party gonna be just let us know. 

What's the best way to contact the band and anything to add? 

I’m not prepared to give out my home address, only to people I know and trust. We are in the process of getting a 
P.O. Box sorted so till then 0121 681 8301 or 07989015027. E mail mondodrongo@hotmail.com or through the 
website www.myspace.com/drongosforeurope 
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Margrave Of The Marshes is an excellent book; half 
autobiography, half biography, it tells the story of probably 
the greatest DJ the world has ever seen, or heard; John 
Peel. 

His life up to his years in the US are covered by John, he 
is characteristically open, funny and endearing. I was 
disappointed that he didn’t get to write about the early 
days of punk before he sadly passed away; but his wife 
Sheila finishes his story in a very moving way that also 
shows perfectly what sort of man he was. It is a great 
read, but I don’t intend this to be just a review of the book. 
While I read it I kept thinking to the impact his radio show 
had on me in the late 70s and early ‘80s; a time when I 
was immersing myself in punk rock, when I was hungry to 
hear new records and new bands and to hear bands I 
already loved doing sessions. Peel was responsible for 
me entering my teenage years and still wanting to be in 
bed by 10pm and he introduced me to bands that I still 
enjoy to this day; in fact as I type this I’m listening to 
Kraut, a band that I first heard on his show. 

I remember it well, we were coming back from a family 
holiday, I don’t remember where we’d been but we had 
the radio on for the Peel show and he played a track off 
“An Adjustment To Society” and it sounded fantastic, I 
made a mental note of the band and made it my quest to 
hunt down the album. Unlike today, Southampton then 
had some great record shops and I managed to find the 
LP pretty easily and it became one of the records that 
opened my eyes to the faster American hardcore bands. 
Things like this happened a lot. I was already familiar with 
the Dead Kennedys, but had only heard one song, “Kill 
The Poor” when Peel played “California Uber Alles”, it 
was one of those times when a song seems to bowl you 
over, it was obvious that this song would become a classic, and not only in my eyes either. Another song he played 
that had me scurrying off to buy an album was “Hell” from the first Anti-Pasti album, and once again I was in the 
car, this time we were coming back from Lyndhurst and I remember asking my dad to turn the volume up and it 
sounded just awesome. I’d only heard “No Government” at this point, which I loved, and it seemed that night that 
Anti-Pasti could do no wrong. 

Another example; “Can I Say” by Dag Nasty was another record that I sought out after Peel played a track. I was at 
home this time, in bed. I was in the habit of keeping a pad of paper and a pen by my bed in case he played 
something great; and this night he did indeed play something great, it was the first time I’d heard Dag Nasty and 
they blew me away. I didn’t think I’d be able to get this record, but once again one of the great little record shops in 
town had it. I can remember sitting on the bus willing it to get me home faster as I cradled this new prize. The list 
could go on and on; bands I now love coming to me on his show, bands like Snuff and HDQ, and the thought of 
hearing the Electro Hippies session always makes me smile. I was driving home at midnight, just as his show was 
about to end, but instead of the usual Peel outro he said; “here’s another from the Electro Hippies in session." I just 
assumed that his show was going on a little later that evening. Then the Electro Hippies did “Mega Armageddon 
Death” and the show finished. I bought one of their albums just for that one second song! 

Then there was the Festive 50; in the run up to Christmas he’d play a “chart” of the top 50 songs voted for by his 
listeners. I have another Peel biography, By Mick Wall, that isn’t as great as Margrave Of The Marshes, but it does 
list all the festive 50’s, and there are some that I remember fondly, lists of songs by bands like Siouxsie & The 
Banshees, The Clash, Stiff Little Fingers, Dead Kennedys, Sex Pistols, Damned, Slits etc. 

One thing with Peel, even if he played a song I hated I could never turn off because the next song may be great, 
and I may just discover another brilliant band. 

So, Margrave Of The Marshes is a great book and made me appreciate what Peel did for me and thousands of 
people like me. There were bits about his life that I never knew, obviously, and his time in America proved to be 
particularly interesting, not least because of his part in the Kennedy assassination story. Over all it is a moving 
read, especially the half written by Sheila, and the love that comes flooding out shows what a great person he was, 
even with his sometimes odd, and infuriating ways. Even the introduction, written by his children, filled me with 
affection for a man I’d never met; in talking about how long it had taken Peel to get round to starting his 
autobiography it says; “We even went so far as to have a room built for the purpose of his writing, which he 
promptly filled with records.” 

Will we ever see a DJ on Radio One that has the impact he had? John Peel was a one-off and I’m pleased that I 
am the age I am because it means that I was lucky enough to have my life enhanced by just tuning in to the radio 
from Monday to Thursday every week. (Tony) 
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Propagandhi are a proper punk band, 
they are outspoken, political and they 
don’t really give a shit about what the 
current punk rock fashions are. They 
are also one of the most consistently 
great bands of the last 15 or so years. 
Neil Intent asked the questions... 


I found that musically the overall tone of “Potemkin City Limits” a little different to your previous albums, 
in that there are less upbeat, even humorous songs. Was this a conscious decision on your part or did it 
just happened naturally? 

We’ve never approached song-writing with a game plan. It just unfolds on its own. It’s funny, many people seem to 
be seeing less humour in this record, but to me there's more humour than any record we've ever made. It’s just not 
happy humour, I think. 

All of your album inlays have contained various essays and suggested websites, books and other 
references. Do you have any feel for how successful you have been over the years in making your fans 
more aware of the topics you raise? 

Only anecdotally. I don't think it's been a total waste of time. I know I’ve learned a lot myself at the very least. Do 
you have 100% conviction behind all of your lyrics or have you on occasion gone beyond what you actually believe 
to try and get a reaction from listeners and make them think about the issues? Well, hyperbole, extrapolation and 
conflicted internal dialogues are definitely tools in the lyric writing tool-box, but I don't lie to people. 

Your band is made up of three individuals and I assume you are not all clones of each others beliefs, so as 
a band, do you all collectively agree on all your lyrics? Have you ever not included lyrics that a particular 
member disagreed with? 

There’s been discussion over approaches to lyrics before. Usually over concerns that the listening audience won't 
be able to differentiate between an attempt to describe an internal dialogue and an outright policy position. 

Do you ever get frustrated that your music often gets overlooked by people concentrating on the lyrics and 
messages you convey? 

Not really. 


How would you want to be remembered in the annals of music history and how is that different to how you 
think you will actually be remembered? 

I honestly don't think about being remembered. It’s not really the point for me. 


So, you guys have just released a 
new album, “Potemkin City 
Limits”. It's been over 4 years 
coming, so what have Propagandhi 
been up to in that time? 

I think the main reasons for the time it 
takes are: 1) I personally have no 
natural inclination to song-writing, 2) 
we each have other things going on in 
our lives outside the band; 3) we have 
no interest in putting a record every 2 
years just to "stay relevant". Judging 
from most records I hear these days, 
it might not hurt for bands and labels 
to take a little more time and effort 
before putting out a record. 


Question for Chris: your guitar style is quite different to a lot of other 'punk' bands and makes Propagandhi 
sound very distinctive - who have been your influences from a guitarist’s point of view? 

I doubt any of these can be heard in our tunes, but the players who had the biggest impact on me were Dave Carlo 
from Razor, Joe Rico and Rob Urbinati from Sacrifice, Piggy from Voivod and the stuff James Hetfield and Dave 
Mustaine were playing in the 80's. I never got anywhere near as good as those guys, but to this day I try to get the 
feel those guys had. 



There appears to be a strong independent, anti-corporate stance in the band, both in terms of 
your songs and also your actions, with the setting up of G7 Welcoming Committee, for 
example. Does this attitude extent to there being healthy DIY music scene in Winnipeg and 
Canada? 

Independent tendencies in music are under attack here in Canada just like everywhere else. 

Obviously, you guys pulled a track off the Rock Against Bush compilation last year - what ever 
happened to that song, are there any plans to release it in the future? 

That song was basically a reworded, better played, lower-fi version of "Bullshit Politicians" from 
"Today's Empires..." we'll probably just throw it up on our site or something eventually. 




Again, after what happened last year with the Rock Against Bush compilation, 
were there any discussions to leave Fat Wreck Chords? And have there been any 
repercussions from 'Rock for Sustainable Capitalism on the new album, which 
openly criticises Fat Mike? 

Well, I think it's clear to any casual observer that this band and the punk establishment in 
general are moving in different directions. I’d like to think that song would encourage 
debate on the issue of the cooptation of radical subculture, but I’m disappointed that it 
seems to be overshadowing the content of the rest of the record and even the real point 
of that song. I guess I should have expected it. People are more interested in perceived 
celebrity beefs than ideas. 

Do you have any plans to head over to Europe and specifically the UK? 

No plans. 



Thanks a lot for your time in answering these questions - is there anything else you want to 
add? 

Thanks for taking the time to ask them! 

The earth is dying because people with power and wealth think getting more power and wealth is 
more important than its consequences for terrestrial life. I think it is as simple as that. We all got to 
do what we can to stop the madness. If you can and are willing, get involved. Check for 
www.zmag.org for debate and action on these issues. 
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THE PARTISANS / PICTURE FRAME SEDUCTION / DOGZUKI 
The Cartoon, Croydon, 21/04/06 

Not sure where to begin with this gig review?! I might as well start by 
saying that The Partisans are one of SD’s fave all time punk bands (Tony 
and me that is) and really the last band that’s on our ‘must see’ list! Back 
in the early 80’s they only ever really did a handful of gigs before splitting 
up but they released a few singles and an album that have inspired 
hundreds of punk bands since and their sound and lyrics captured the 
mood of the that time perfectly. So! To the gig then! Well the SD wagon 
rolled into town in good time, the perfect parking space was found right 
opposite the venue and our mood was good. A hand full of punks were 
milling about outside sipping various alcoholic beverages so we decided 
to check things out and get in early as it would probably be packed out 
a bit later on! We also thought we might be on the guest list as Tony 
has been in contact with lead singer Spike for some time and he was 
going to try and sort it out that we were! We ask the bloke doing the 
door what the situation is with the guest list and he reliably informs us 
that there isn’t one yet on account that The Partisans and PFS have 
not arrived yet! Hmmm! Half eight already, things looked a bit grim but 
undeterred we hung around outside thinking that every passing transit 
van might contain a couple of famous old Welsh punk bands! 

Eventually at well gone nine o'clock the bands pull up outside looking 

a bit groggy! We mooch over to have a word with Spike and he tells us that they have been 
driving round and round Croydon looking for the place! At this point I must also say that Spike, 25 years on from 
those few well used old photo’s of The Partisans from their early records looks exactly the same! The fountain of 
youth must be near Cardiff somewhere! So, with things getting a bit tight for time the bands go inside, the guest 
lists are sorted out and Dogzuki are soon on the stage doing their punk type rock, glam thing! Tony liked them but I 
have to say that with The Partisans being my entire focus for the evening I actually just wanted them to get off the 
stage. I might as well mention the ‘Cartoon’ and the stage at this point. If any of you have ever been to the 100 
Club for a gig you’ll know that there are big pillars in front of the stage, well it’s the same at this place, except that it 
is only one pillar here but its right in the middle of the dance floor about six foot from the stage! Not to mention that 
the whole venue is seated with picnic tables! You know the type! The ones you get at beauty spots where you can 
sit and eat a packed lunch while being pestered by wasps. Still, they put on punk bands and you can’t knock that! 
OK! By now I’m also having a look around and the expected mass of punks ain’t turned up! In fact the place looked 
barely half full as PFS took to the stage. (I think poor promotion of the tour might be to blame as I only found it on 
the net by pure chance!). PFS are an old Welsh punk outfit dating back to the early 80’s and like so many bands 
from that time are on the road again. They rip into their set and the first half I quite enjoy as it had that early 80’s 
punk sound but after a while they start to wash over me a bit, not sure why? I respected them for being into it 
though and they had their new CD and a t-shirt for sale on the merch stall at for a very reasonable £8! So to the 
main event and with no ceremony or sound check the mighty Partisans take to the stage. The first half dozen 
songs suffer from no sound check and one of my all time favourite songs ‘Police Story’ gets ruined because of it 
despite the band trying to give the sound man instructions from the stage! Suddenly! The sound seems to sort itself 
out and the half full ‘Cartoon’ gets treated to all their greatest songs which basically boil down to the first three 
singles and the first album. This was pure punk from a band that is almost legend and although only two original 

members remain 
the songs stand up 
after all this time. I 
was surprised that 
nothing of their 
new stuff got an 
airing but I have to 
say that did not 
bother me as a 
great collection of 
some of Tony and 
mines most loved 
punk tunes got 
played out in front 
of us. Then just as 
soon as they 
arrived they 

departed, again 
with no ceremony. 
The lights came up 
and we departed 
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as well. Like our journey back to Southampton I felt my years of following punk had come full circle watching The 
Partisans and the buzz I had from them as a spotty 16 year old playing the records is a strong as ever as I stumble 
with thinning hair, bullshit job and huge mortgage into my 40’s! (Gaz) 


After reading Gaz’s review I’ve been playing The Partisans non-stop, so I thought I needed to add my bit about this 
gig. I find it hard to get excited about gigs these days; I guess after all the gigs I’ve seen and the great bands I’ve 
seen I’m a little hard to please, but The Partisans have always been one of our favourite bands, and we’d never 
managed to see them. There have been bands through the years that I’ve always liked, but who’s records I haven’t 
played for years, this isn’t the case with The Partisans, I have continued to play their records, so when Spike 
emailed me to say they were doing a short UK tour I knew that I had to see them, and I was pretty sure Gaz would 
feel the same. Briefly it looked as though Pilger may get to play one of the dates, Spike was going to try and sort it 
out for us, but in the end we couldn’t do it; being the decent chap he is he did say he’d try and get us on the guest 
list. 

I have to contradict Gaz a little, firstly, Spike didn’t look exactly like he did 25 years ago, he actually looked 
younger. Also, I didn’t say I liked Dogzuki, I thought some of their songs were ok, but like him I have to say that the 
prospect of seeing The Partisans was making me impatient. Picture Frame Seduction are a band that passed me 
by first time round, and I have to say I wasn’t too impressed, maybe I didn’t give them the attention they deserved; 
once again I was too excited about seeing The Partisans. 

I was surprised that they only played one song off the new album, and one from “The Time Is Right”; a set filled 
with the early EPs and LP was fantastic, and they played them all at the right speed too, but I like the other 
Partisans releases too and would have liked more. I guess when the turnout is low it can have an effect on the 
band’s attitude to the gig, but the songs they did play were played with conviction and they were very, very good. 
Why didn’t more people go out to see this band? They were brilliant. 

It was good to see Sean (Wat Tyler/Rugger Bugger etc) there and in an email a couple of days later he said; “It 
was the first gig in a long time that could have gone on for another half an hour and I'd have been happy.” That was 
exactly how I felt. (Tony) 


UK SUBS / STU DENT & THE WANKERS /? /? - Joiners Arms, Southampton, 24/05/06 

For anyone reading this review who went to the gig I apologise if you liked the first two bands but I can’t remember 
their names and I’m too lazy to go on the ‘net’ and find out! Due to a combination of my not feeling to well, the 
mother-in-law staying, torrential rain and my generally poor timekeeping the Totton flyer did not arrive with my mate 
Ian the wife and me on board until half way through the second band on who for reasons outlined above shall 
remain nameless! Anyway despite my ‘virus' I was looking forward to this. I watched the last half dozen songs from 
the nameless band and thought they were OK... They had a good sound and reminded me of a lot of punk bands 
from across all 30 years of punk, which is no bad thing, I suppose! Anyway soon after their departure arrived local 
punk cabaret act ‘Stu-dent & the Wankers’ who treated a packed Joiners to a variety of punk covers from all your 
early eighties punk heroes! My particular fave is The Partisans ‘Police Story’ and Stu on guitar plays it just right, in 
fact, as good as the record! They also do an excellent ‘Generals’ by GBH. Still, having got the crowd warmed up 
very nicely they made way for the main attraction! Yup! I’ve lost count of the times I’ve seen the UK Subs but as 
with every time I’ve seen them I’m there because I want to be there. I have total admiration for Charlie Harper and 
his attitude. They take to the stage with a bit of ceremony, which is always good for the anticipation and launch into 
CID. This is closely followed by ‘Live in a Car' and from then on it’s the classic Subs set that I will never ever tire of. 
Their sound was excellent and the kids (I use the term loosely!) down the front went nuts all night and I have to say 
that out of ail the times I’ve seen them this is up there with the best of them. A great night, a load of happy punters 
at the end and to celebrate 30 years of the UK Subs I brought yet another Subs T-shirt! (Gaz) 

SUBHUMANS / SELF ABUSE / TORETZ - The Neptune, Bournemouth, 25/05/06 

Following on from the UK Subs the night before 
and the fact that I still felt a bit rough from my 
virus, beer and lack of sleep I was very much 
looking forward to this gig. Twenty two years 
after the Subhumans and Self Abuse last played 
together in Bournemouth they were going for it 
again! The venue itself ‘The Neptune’ is basically 
a ‘Brewers Fare’ pub right next to Boscombe Pier 
for those of you who are good at geography! I 
was a little thrown by this as when I walked in 
there were a few families sat round eating meals 
only to be descended upon by a few hundred 
punks! Still, everyone behaved and sat round 
chatting to mates old and new that this gig had 
thrown together. I was the driver for the evening 
so it was a sober occasion for me but I still talked 
my head off as usual as did the ageing collection 
of punk rockers who travelled down and back 
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with me! In fact! We were all talking so much we talked right through the first band Toretz from Exeter (Not sure if 
that’s quite the correct fucking spelling!) which I was a bit ‘miffed’ about and part of the way into Self Abuse’s set. 
Realising this we all kicked each other backsides upstairs and took our places for the evening. Despite this being a 
strange place for a gig because it’s a real family type pub it was excellent upstairs. The room was a good size and 

comfortable for the 2 to 300 who turned up. 
The bar was in another room and there was 
reasonable space for the ‘merch’ stalls. 
Anyway back to the gig! The mighty Self 
Abuse were on fine form and powered their 
way through songs old and new with a good 
collection of their very admirable local punk 
followers supporting them well down the front. 
They rounded of their set with what front man 
‘Andy’ called their hit! ‘Soldier’ from their 1983 
EP of the same name. Well they thought they 
had rounded off their set but the crowd would 
not let them go without a rendition of the Flux 
of Pink Indians classic “Tube Disasters”. They 
knocked it out in fine style and set things up a 
real treat for the Subhumans. After a short 
while and a bit of preparation the Subhumans 
begin to assemble themselves on the stage. 
The ever youthful looking front man Dick 
Lucas paced about a bit on the stage bracing 
himself for the coming onslaught and after a 
final tweaking of the bass they rip into “All 
Gone Dead”. The crowd go bananas and for 
the next hour or so as much energy, sweat, 
beer and bodies are expended as I’ve seen in 
a long time! “Society”, “Mickey Mouse Is 
Dead”, you name your fave Subhumans songs 
and they probably played them! As ever their 
set was rounded off with “Religious Wars” and 
virtually everyone in the place jumped around 
to it! A fantastic gig and I took home three 
really sweaty, hungover old punks who mixed 
it with the kids down the front just as they did 
the first time round. Andy Nazer! If you read 
this review mate, when are we doing it again? 
Some of us might not be capable of jumping 
about in another 22 years! (Gaz) 



BILLY BRAGG - Newcastle Sage 29/4/06 

I was over the moon when my mate Wayne rang me and asked if I fancied going to see Billy Bragg for my birthday, 
I’ve liked old BB forever but never managed to see him play live, good old Wayne. And as luck would have it when 
he phoned for tickets it was sold out except for 2 return tickets, fate was on our side. 

So we turned up at the new big posh Sage building in Newcastle and were very impressed with it, it’s an amazing 
looking building from the outside and real sweet in. Watched the support act, who’s name I’m ashamed to say 
escapes me, he was ok, pretty folky. Went out for a wander during the half hour interval, not used to gigs this size 
at all, and found the merch stall which was doing a roaring trade, very nearly bought a Billy Bragg mug but settled 
for 2 sets of BB badges. Back in to the auditorium (?) when time approached and eventually on came Billy, it was 
8.30 and so we were expecting to be home nice and early, but no, the guy was on for about 2 hours!!! And a 
fantastic 2 hours it was too, I didn’t know if he would be playing with a band or solo but as it turned out it was just 
him and a keyboard player who was out of the Faces I think, and they sounded totally amazing together. Fie played 
lots of the old classics and I sang along with a big grin on my face loving it, he did a lot of talking, mainly about the 
up coming local elections and how we had to vote and make sure the BNP didn’t make any more inroads, but he 
also said a lot of real amusing stuff and talked of old times and just chatted as he sipped on his cuppa. It was truly 
great to see him up there playing those songs after all this time and seeing how they still sounded amazing and the 
time flew by, glad I was sitting in a nice comfy seat though. It made me feel happy to see that someone who is still 
walking the walk after so long is still able to sell out a pretty big venue and there was a fair amount of younger 
people there too, good old Bill, (si) 
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LATTERMAN / THE MERCURY LEAGUE / YOU ME AND THE ATOM BOMB / AN AMERICAN OBSESSION - 
Middlesbrough Tavern 23/4/06 

Really looking forward to this gig for quite a while, a really great line up for sure. Got there early to set up the SD 
Distro and chatted with the great Open Season folk and the Mercury League guys, top people all. First up was local 
upstarts An American Obsession and they played a great set to very few people, one of the seemingly few good 
local bands around at the mo’, enjoyed them. Next up was You Me and the Atom Bomb who I was really looking 
forward to having not seen them for a while and wanting to see how they’d progressed as they’re a pretty new band 
and having being really impressed with the split CD with Fuck With Fire. And I’m happy to say they were aces! Tim 
the singer/guitarist is an excellent song writer as well as an amazing guitarist and great singer, and the other guys 
make up a really awesome trio, top stuff indeed. The Mercury League were up next and I knew they would be 
good, they always are, and I wasn’t wrong, one of the best live UK bands around I reckon. And always really loud, 
which is cool. I know quite a few of their songs now which always makes things better ad I really enjoyed them 
once again. Last up was Latterman and band from NY in the USA who were on a pretty extensive European tour 
and seem to be always on tour, and you could tell, they were amazing live, the few people who had bothered to 
turn up to watch all loved them, they went down a storm! Amazing songs of melodic sing-a-long punk played by an 
ace live band, gots to love it. So , a fantastic gig, one of the best the Open Season folk have put on, it’s such a 
shame that the turn out was poor, but hey I was there and I loved it. (si) 

DISCHARGE / Third Person / Social Parasites Joiners, Southampton - 27/5/06 

Due to one thing and another, the 4 band line up was reduced to 3, kicked off by Social Parasites. If you wanted 
proof punk wasn’t dead then they had a bloody good go at it. Even though the guitarist hit a technical problem half 
way through, they still pulled off a really good set. They showed an immense energy and were having a great time 
on stage. Well worth listening out for on the local scene if you haven’t seen or heard them already. They did well 
warming us all up ready for the finale. 

After a small delay whilst they tried to sort out the technical problem left from the previous band, Third Person 
eventually started. I personally do not like to pigeon hole bands, however they came across as very “pop” punk. 
The wireless guitars came in handy for the choreographed guitar slinging and the harmless guitar riffs didn’t 
distinguish them from anything you can’t hear elsewhere in the pop World. Support acts do not tend to be to 
everyone’s taste, but the younger crowd looked like they were having fun. As a neutral supporter they had a good 
set, but half the band looked like they had the energy of a dead battery. Not sure if we will see them again in 
Southampton, however if you like your “easy listening” punk then well worth looking up on the net. 

It’s not often you get gigs where you are totally blown away, but other than Bolt Thrower earlier this year, this gig is 
the best I have been to in a while. For those of you who remember punk in the early 80s (Tony, Mike & Gaz) 
Discharge managed to bring 3 of the original 4 members. Bones on guitar, Rainey on bass and Tez (who was the 
original singer for Discharge) on drums, marked the original band members. Rat the singer, also vocals for 
Varukers, finished the line up. 

Being the metal head that I am, I only knew a few Discharge tracks from CD mixes sent to me by friends and foe. 

They played a few of their newer songs, however they played some absolute classics. Even though some of 

the younger crowd kept requesting for new songs, Rat made a point that this gig was for the Old School and kept 
the new stuff to a minimum. The crowd really kicked off, and some of the” not so young” joined in. I remember Mike 
and I jumping around to “Fight Back” and “Decontrol” which I think Mike claimed to be their ballads. “Protest and 
Survive” and “Realities of War” were so good they played them twice. Also I have since been told they played 
“Ain’t no Feeble Bastard” and “State Violence, State Control”. The band recognised the crowd having a great time 
and played up to it. Rat made a point of there being a lot of ladies in the crowd, which is always good for morale in 
the pit. Even though Rainey looked like he had disappeared for the night, they returned to play 2 encores. 

I did come away with a few bruises and aches, but in all it was an awesome night, made even better by having a lot 
of good friends there. Not sure if it is my age creeping up on me, but after the show it was nice to have a bath and 
a cup of tea. Just for those who may be interested the promoter for the Joiners is trying to revive the “Toilet” Tour 
so called because the bands use to use the toilets as green rooms. As a result there will be a number of “Old 
School” punk bands making a return to the South Coast over the next year or so. (Paul Samain) 
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Casey Jones - old man. 


When did you discover punk rock , what was it that attracted you to it? Was there a 
particular band or moment that was the catalyst for you wanting- to get more involved? 

I got into it in late 1983. I had a friend in high school that came from Reno where 
he was pretty into the whole skeeno thing back then. He loaned me the Youth Brigade 
"Sound & Fury" record, and I was hooked. I started going to shows in early 1984 and 

went to as many as possible. I got into Uniform Choice as 
soon as I found out about them and went to more of their 
shows than any other band I can think of. 

What was the general perception of punk rock at the time 
you got into it? Did your family have a problem with you 
being into this music and culture and going to see bands? 

It was way different than it is now. It was much less 
accepted by the mainstream. We (punks) were basically 
outcasts that got crap from most everyone. I think there 
were about 4 punks at my high school out of two thousand 
kids or so. I lived in a pretty suburban area of So Cal 
(Orange County) , which is pretty homogenized for the most 
part. I'm sure it was accepted more by the average person 
on the street in Los Angeles, but probably even less so by 
the cops there. My family was pretty supportive, especially 
when I got into the whole straight edge thing. I remember 
my Mom used to put restrictions on how short I could I have 
my hair based on my grades instead of how long like most 
other kids at the time. 

When did you join your first band? Was it anyone we'd have heard of? Did you always 
want to be a drummer? 

I actually sang in a few bands before I ever played drums. I started singing a few 
months after hearing punk for the first time. I was in a band called Just Because 
first. We put out one song on a Mystic compilation called "A Clockwork Orange 
County" (I think someone' s re-releasing it on CD soon) . We found our guitarist by 
putting an ad in the local classifieds that went something like "O.C. straight edge 
band seeks guitarist - influences Minor Threat, 7 Seconds & Uniform Choice." This 
guy called and said he was totally into those bands on the phone. When we tried him 
out, he admitted to never really having heard any of them but that he knew some Cure 
and Depeche Mode covers.... we liked him immediately and he got the job. We played a 
handful of backyard parties & shows (including the Olympic Auditorium & Cathay de 
Grand on the same night once) but never released anything except the one comp song. 

After Just Because, I joined Justice League from Pomona. They were friends of mine 
and I already knew all of their songs so it worked out great. I sang on the 
"Shattered Dreams" album with them. 



Is that Justice League album , or any of their stuff for that matter , still available 
or been re-released on CD? How long did your involvement with them last? 

There' s a complete discography that was released several years ago by a long time 
friend, Dave Stein. There are rumors of a re-release by Indecision or Revelation 
right now. You can get info and order existing copies through the Justice League 
myspace page at http://www.myspace.com/justiceleaguepvhc 
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You played, on the No For An Answer EP but not the album. Did you join them at the 
start or were they already playing before you got Involved? How long were you a 
member and why did you decide to leave? 

Yeah, I was in it from the beginning. I got a shitty old drum kit from the Just 
Because drummer and played for a few weeks in my garage, then we started NFAA. Gavin 
had been playing guitar for about the same amount of time, I think, so we seemed to 
fit together well. I didn' t really decide to leave so much as Dan asked me to 
leave. He and I were always friends (did fanzines, went to shows, hung out, etc.) 
but his head swelled quite a bit when he got in a band - it pretty much ended our 
friendship. He and I are on good terms again now. I see him every now and then when 
I'm in HB, but I didn' t see him for 7 or 8 years after I left the band. 

How Is Dan these days? I had some contact with him a while ago, and did an Interview, 
but I haven't heard from him for a few years. I know he guested on a Killing Flame 
song, but Is he doing anything musically do you know? 

He was running a sort of punk rock bar in Huntington but it went under. I see him at 
a different bar that he bartends at in HB sometimes when I'm down that way. Dan is an 
interesting person to me. I like seeing him just because I've known him for so long. 
But, it' s also tough because I get the feeling that he chooses to remain somewhat 
miserable and aloof, it seems. 

Were you In any bands between NFAA and Ignite? 

Nope . 

How long was the gap between No For An Answer and Ignite? Did you lose Interest or 
just not get the opportunity to play In another band? How did Ignite get together? 

I think it was 5 years between those bands for me. When I left NFAA, the skinhead 
scene was getting really bad in So Cal. A lot of people were getting beat up pretty 
bad and pretty regularly at shows. Aside from a couple shows, I quit going to them 
for that period of time. In 1993, I was going to college in Long Beach and got a call 
from Joe Foster or Gavin, I can' t remember which, to see if I was interested in 
starting a new hardcore band. Coincidentally, I bought Vadim' s (Half-Off /Haywire) 
drum kit from him just a few weeks before I got that call and was practicing a little 
on my own. The timing was perfect. 

Would I be right In thinking that Ignite were your most productive band, In terms of 
record releases and touring? How many times did you come over to Europe? 

Definitely. I went over there 4 times, I think. We also went to Japan once and 
toured the US I have no idea how many times. It was constant shows and recording. 

Was being In Ignite fun? Do you have any particular memories from your time In that 
band, good or bad? 

It was probably the best time in my life. There's way too many great memories to 
mention here. There were always a lot of rumors about crazy shit we did. 
Admittedly, most of it was true. We played a lot of shows where the audience was 
predominantly straight edge, but none of us had been for years, so we' d get drunk and 
do stupid shit and people would notice, I guess. Madball was the most fun to tour 
with because they were the only people we ever met that were crazier than us. I ran 
into Stigma a couple years ago in New York but I haven' t seen the rest of them in 
several years. 

Why did you leave Ignite? Did you know at the time that they were going to carry on? 
What did you think of the stuff they were doing after you and Joe left? 

I blamed Joe and Zoli for making me miserable at the time, but looking back, I think 

I was mad at myself more than them. I was pretty irresponsible at the time and the 

three of us were at constant odds with each other and I just snapped one day. I 

regret leaving abruptly because it cost me my friendship with Brett (we were 
roommates too), but in hindsight, it all worked out fine. I assumed they would keep 
going. I haven' t really heard the stuff they did after I left. 

How long were you In Ignite? Do you have a favourite release at all? 

Our first practice was sometime in 1993. I left in the spring of 1997. I think 
"Call on My Brothers" was fun. 
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How did you end up in Killing- Flaiae? There were quite a few years between Ignite and 
Killing Flame did you do much musically in those intervening years? 

Ryan Hoffman (Justice League/Chain of Strength) got me to start playing drums again 
about three or four years after I left Ignite. I had sworn off music, but I think it 
was misplaced anger at the whole Ignite situation. Ryan helped me see the difference 
and we formed a band that never really played out anywhere. That evolved into me 
joining up with one of our members to form another band called The Boxing Lesson. It 
was really spacey, Silver Lake, indie rock kind of stuff. We put out 2 CD's, played 
a bunch of shows, then I quit to join Killing Flame. The singer was into drugs 
pretty bad at the end & they broke up shortly after. 



What sort of music do you listen to these days? Do you keep up to date with what's 
going on with punk rock? Do you think your life would have been different if you 
hadn’t discovered punk rock when you did? 

As for punk, I sold my record collection years ago through MR&R & Flipside auctions 
to help pay my college tuition (one way my life was enhanced via punk rock, it could 
be argued) . I have a bunch of old stuff on CD though. I' m a diehard Scream & F.U.' s 
fan and listen to them constantly. I also love the Adolescents and still see them 
when they play. I like a bunch of other stuff too like Sabbath, The Cocteau Twins, 
The Orb, EPMD, Failure, etc. Thankfully, I was also recently hooked up with 32 songs 
of fierce old school HC that I'm totally addicted to called Pilger! 

If I hadn't got into punk, I'm sure my life would be much more boring and ordinary. 
I' m sure I wouldn' t have created anything or thought for myself on the scale that I 
have . 

What do you do outside of playing in the band , what fills up your time, be it work or 
other interests? 

I work in the securities industry analyzing large real estate projects. I'm recently 
married and the owner of an old house that I've spent a lot of time restoring. 

What do your work colleagues think about your punk rock activities? Do they even know 
or care? Is your wife into the same sort of music as you? 

They all know. I think they were all surprised when they found out. It's a pretty 
white collar job & mostly a pretty conservative crowd. 

Apart from the guys in Killing Flame do you still see anyone else from the old days? 

I'm seeing Ryan Hoffman tonight. We've always kept in touch. I hang out with Pat 
Weakland (Leading Edge fanzine from San Diego) quite a bit. I just started another 
band with Jon Bunch (Reason to Believe/Sense Field) who lives less than a mile away 
from me. I guess I've lost touch with most people from back then though. 

What sort of stuff are you playing with Jon Bunch? 

It's like nothing either of us has ever played bef ore ... well , nothing that anyone 
reading this would have heard anyway. It might be along the same lines as that band. 
The Boxing Lesson that I was in. Jon' s really into bands like The Verve and I think 
some similarities can be seen there as well. 

What are you looking fozrward to at the moment? 

Touring again. We're supposed to play a handful of shows on the East Coast this 
summer. Also, having kids someday. 

Anything else you think is interesting that you want to tell us? 

Nope, I think we've just about covered it. Thanks, Tony! 
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After Ralf instigated some discussion about old Southampton area punk 
bands on the South Coast Forum ( www.diypromoters.co.uk/SouthCoast> 
and an email discussion between Mike and me I decided to do a little last 
minute feature. Due to the fact that I hadn’t given anyone any time at all to 
come up with anything I decided to send out a few simple questions. The 
following answers come from Rich Levene, Mike Fox, Craig Burton, Paul 
Vary and myself. Hopefully there will be more in future issues. As it was 
Ralf who set the ball rolling I asked him to write an intro... (Tony) 


What better place to start on an introduction to an article on the 80s punk scene 
of a small south England town, than in a flat in Sarajevo? I'm in Bosnia at the 
moment and as I always do before I visit a new country, I’ve tried to unearth 
information about anything DIY punk over here. Sadly, I’ve failed to really find 
anything. What I’ve come across though are a number of articles and interviews, 
in which all seem to agree that whatever was happening before, however small, 
came to an abrupt standstill when the war happened. The punks left the country 
and did not return. With all links with the past severed, it being up to new 
generations to start from scratch, their predictions for an active DIY punk scene 
over here anytime soon, seem to be pretty pessimistic. 


Now even though Southampton and war torn Sarajevo are two entirely different 
worlds, there’s still a point to be made here. The conclusions these ex-Yugoslavian punks reached, namely the 
importance of the continuous involvement of older generations and knowledge about our own punk past, to ensure 
the survival of a healthy DIY community, are valid everywhere. Be it Sarajevo or little old Southampton. Educating 
ourselves to gain an understanding of the history of our own communities and culture, will help us keep moving 
forward, taking inspiration from past successes and learning from past mistakes. The great thing about punk is of 
course that that’s actually a whole lot more fun, than I’m making it sound right now. 


The way I see it, one of the main strengths of the Southampton scene is the ongoing involvement of many of the 
“older punks”. Their being active, in quite a few cases since the early 80s, has helped to ensure that basic punk 
knowledge and ideas were not lost, where as this sadly has not been the case in many other parts of the world. It’s 
my belief that the S.T.E. and OOMF gig collectives, Suspect Device and Passivity Is Compliance zines and bands 
like Older Than Dirt and Pilger have helped sustain links between the 80s, 90s and the current decennium. 
Whether they realize it or not, they’ve helped pass on the D.I.Y. ideology and ways to do things to a number of new 
generations; inspiring many in the process. 

By now it should be pretty clear I’m an enthusiast for the Southampton punk community. Ever since I moved from 
the Netherlands to Brighton, I’ve been inspired by the people of this small south England town. It’s because of this I 
also take a special interest in its history, trying to understand how it became the great place it is today. Where 
knowledge about all things “D.I.Y.” is all over the Southampton punk community, it being a living breathing example 
of what can be done in a small town when punks put their mind to it, knowledge about the actual scene of 
yesteryear, appears a lot less commonplace. 


I somehow must have pointed this out to Rich, because when he came over to visit me in my new hometown of 
Amsterdam he, ever the missionary when it comes to great punk, brought with him a tape with four 80s 
Southampton area bands. Nox Mortis, Suicide Pact, Mad Thatchers and Corporate Grave. As that tape kick started 
a process which eventually lead to the article in Suspect Device you’re about to read, I guess I don’t need to 
mention I was blown away? I played little else for weeks, these four bands sounding as fresh and amazing today, 
as they must have done back then. After enquiring about them a bit more, it became clear these great and inspiring 
songs have probably never been heard by most of the current Southampton scene though. Especially with some of 
their band members, like Mike and PJ, still so involved, that’s really something I feel can and needs to be corrected 
soon. I hope the following article will lead to the post-80s generations enquiring more about these fantastic local 
bands that came before them, thereby gaining an understanding of how their scene turned into what it is today. I 
also hope the ‘older punks’ step up to the plate and make sure to get these songs out to them. There’s a reason 
Rich’s tape is now with me in Sarajevo, playing on the stereo. I hope it’ll be playing on many stereos in 
Southampton soon as well, for the exact same one: the fact these bands are amazing, inspiring and parts of our 
communal past that should not be forgotten. 

"Of all the gigs I've been to the best times I've had have ben in Southampton. It's quite small, but everyone knows each other, its friendly. ' 

(Mike Fox, Older Than Dirt Interview SDH13- 1990) 

"Target Of Demand paid a real compliment when they said that Southampton was the closest to places they'd played In Europe " 

(Rich Levene, STE Interview SD#13) 


28 




First Southampton DIY Punk Gig? 

Rich: The first one in Southampton was Suicide Pact at The Joiners at Christmas 
1 984. It was a benefit to pay ‘Stop The City’ (‘STC’ was a series of anarchist days 
of action that took place in the City of London) fines. Before that I’d been to most 
of the ‘big’ punk gigs (1980-84) that took place at the Gaumont Theatre (now The 
Mayflower) such as The Stranglers; Damned; SLF; Siouxsie etc & also The Dead 
Kennedys / MDC at the University (’82) but being isolated out in Eastleigh in pre- 
internet days, I didn't hear about small gigs in Southampton - found out about 
The Subhumans at Chantry Hall in ’82 and Crucifix / Dirt at St Matthews Hall (’84) 
after the fact sadly! 

Oddly enough my first D.I.Y. gigs were in Portsmouth and Bournemouth. First 
one was Flux Of Pink Indians / Omega Tribe in early 1983 at the now demolished 
Crystal Rooms near Fratton station. I think I picked up a flyer at some big gig & 
went along. The thing that struck me was being at a gig with no stage & also that 
members of Flux were wandering around with us in the crowd - that had a big 
impact on my 17 year old mind! The connection to the Bournemouth scene was 
Andy of ‘Damaged’ zine in Dorset (which I know was also the inspiration for ‘SD’ 
starting too!), who I started writing to and through 1983-84, me and my few 
Eastleigh punk friends made many trips to amazing gigs in the Bournemouth 
area by The Subhumans; Conflict; The A-Heads; Lost Cherrees; Cult Maniax; 
locals Self Abuse etc. This was my first exposure to a proper, friendly DIY punk 
scene and I kind of wished there was something I could be a part of closer to 
home in Southampton. 

Then towards the tail end of 1984, Craig ‘Burt’ Burton who lived in Sholing and 
was just starting a fanzine called ‘Beercan’, wrote to me as he had seen a mention of my fanzine distribution ‘The 
Plot Sickens’ in a zine called ‘Black White’ (had a free Youth Brigade / 7 Seconds flexi - read it & weep!) he’d 
bought at a gig in London. We started ‘phoning/writing to each other and met at a Conflict gig in Bournemouth & 
later I remember he dropped copies of ‘Beercan’ at my house and walked home from Eastleigh to Sholing as he 
was on the dole & didn't have money for the train! He told me about the Suicide Pact gig at The Joiners, so I went 
along and it was great. A packed pub, Suicide Pact were wonderful and I met several people who would become 
the crux of the DIY punk scene in Southampton for years to come! 

Craig: First gig in Southampton was at St Mathews hall in 1983 to see Ad Nauseum and Dirt, there were a few 
other bands on but of no interest so went home after the first two, after all it was my first gig and was already 
exhilarated by what I'd seen. 

Mike: It was a bloody long time ago and I don’t think the phrase DIY was used. It would have been a gig at The 
Joiners and Suicide Pact played. I was an idiot and knew nothing about punk, proven beyond all doubt by the act of 
me gobbing at the stage/band. I sucked and realised my error immediately, well the evil looks of the fluffy haired 
person in front of me underlined my stupidity. Date and all that stuff, what would I need that for. I fell in love with 
Suicide Pact, live punk music and getting drunk. 

Tony: Like Rich I’d been to see the bigger touring bands at the Gaumont starting with Adam & The Antz in 1980. 
After that it was SLF, Banshees, Bauhaus etc, then the Killing Joke and Dead Kennedys / Test Tubes / MDC gigs 
at the Uni. I loved going to gigs, but there was still this barrier between band and audience, something Punk was 
supposed to be breaking down. I’d missed the Subhumans in town, despite having the date written on a plaster 
cast on my arm! Then, somehow, Gaz and me met up with some other punks in Totton and it wasn’t long before we 
were on Totton station with Rob and Rut headed for Southampton and a gig at The Joiners. I’d never been there 
before, and apart from I Am 7 I can’t remember exactly 
who played, although I think The Sack were there and 
possibly All The Glory (it could just as easily have been 
the Mad Thatchers or Suicide Pact though). What really 
sticks in my mind was that there was no stage, the bands 
set up in the corner and it was great. I was a shy person, 
as I still am, and didn’t make new friends that easily, but I 
remember everyone being friendly and I really liked the 
more intimate atmosphere. A lot of people who would go 
on to become good friends were there, from what I 
remember, but apart from my travelling companions I 
only remember talking to Craig who was selling demo 
tapes; I bought one. That was my first experience of a 
real punk “gig” as opposed to the concerts I was used to. 

I don’t remember the next gig I went to, I know I would 
have been with Gaz and probably Rut and Rob too, it 
could have been another Joiners gig or maybe The 
Labour Club or even The Cliff in Woolston. 
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What sort of memories do you have from the early Southampton DIY punk scene? 

Rich: Very fond memories mostly, although tinged with sadness when I think about friends like Steve, Simon & 
Tracy who didn’t make it through until today. This was definitely one of the greatest times of my life. I also began 
travelling to gigs further afield in London and beyond around this time. I was in my late teens and the ideas and 
attitudes that punk rock had nurtured in me, were definitely cemented by exposure to the local bands and scene of 
that time. The local scene coalesced around that Suicide Pact gig at the Joiners and further ones in early 1985 at 
the Labour Club and Kingsland Hall, plus around the same time there were Act Of God gigs at the Queens pub in 
the City Centre and a May Day gig at the West Indian club which featured Pigs On Heat (who would evolve into 
The Mad Thatchers). Groups of people met at these gigs, as us Eastleigh punks (me, Steve, Bren) met all the 
Totton punks (Gaz, Rob Callen, Rut and a sober, quiet Tony!); Mike Fox, the aforementioned Burt; Mark from 
Netley, plus of course the people in the bands. 

Particular memories? Going with Nox Mortis / The Mad Thatchers / All The Glory to a gig on Shanklin Pier on the 
Isle Of Wight and all the chaos and shenanigans that followed. Nox Mortis playing a Xmas gig at the Labour Club in 
drag. Corporate Grave’s impromptu first gig where they played a cover of The Stupids’ ‘So Much Fun’, which went 
down so well, they played it again as they didn’t have any other songs! Countless drunken laughs and scrapes... 
Above all, it’s the wonderful people I met at this time. 

Many of these friendships have endured 20+ years and for that I am truly grateful. 

Craig: In the early days because gigs were so few and far between everybody turned up for every one and that's 
when friendships were forged that have lasted ever since, and the music became the soundtrack to my life. 

Mike: To be honest, they are kind of hazy. It was a good laugh. It also shaped my life, from Rich Levene pointing 
me to the Benefit Office for a job, because you could wear jeans. That's were I met my wife; well she wasn’t my 
wife back then, she was some girl puking in a waste bin and getting married to some other bloke, but that is 
another story. Back to the point, I saw some great bands, met some great people and drunk a lot. The last point 
may have caused my bad memory and possibly my inability to stick to the point, which is my memories of the early 
days. I am still in a band after all this time, so I guess something great happened back then to make me stay at it 
for so long. 

Tony: The sense of community, that 
these cool people would have time for 
someone like me; quiet and very uncool. 

The feeling of being part of something 
that was ours, we put on our own gigs, 
started our own bands and did our own 
zines. I couldn’t write and I couldn’t play 
drums, but Gaz and me started this zine 
and I joined a band and played gigs. I 
was exposed to new bands from the 
areas around Southampton and further 
afield. There wasn’t this barrier between 
band and audience, everyone was in it 
together, even if you didn’t do a zine or 
play in a band or help put on the gig you 
were part of this community. I think that 
had the biggest effect on me. I 
remember standing in Virgin Records, 
when it was a small shop by the Bargate, 
talking to PJ about the new Corporate 
Grave demo; we were stood in a shop 
selling mainstream music talking about a 
band that was more important than 
anything in those racks, they were our 
band from our punk scene. It was cool to 
have friends that were into the same 
music and had the same attitude as me, 
it was fun being the odd one out at 
school and college, but it was even 
cooler to have punk friends. When 
Ocean Village was quite new I was in 
there with my family and three punks 
were skating through it; Mike, Steve and 
Bren nodded “hello” as the shot past to 
which my family said; “You know them?” 

It was a good feeling. 

In the years that followed I’ve been in 
bands with people from Nox Mortis (PJ), 

Corporate Grave (Steve and Mike), Hate 
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That Smile (Paul and Shaun) as well as Rut and Rob; Of course, I’m still in a band with Mike. 

I loved the West Indian Club, much more than The Cliff or Labour Club, but in the early days The Joiners was 
great; the sticky carpets, battered seating, low stage and great atmosphere made it seem like the perfect venue. 

How involved were you in that scene? 

Rich: Initially I was just a punter although I (as earlier mentioned) ran The Plot Sickens’ distro and sold fanzines 
(and later records) both by mail and at gigs. I’d started it primarily as an excuse to get to know more people at the 
gigs I was going to in Bournemouth. This served the same purpose at Southampton gigs and I drunkenly got 
talking to Mike at that Suicide Pact Joiners gig as a result of selling zines out of a carrier bag! As these friendships 
grew I was a part of the SCFC (South Coast Fanzine Collective) who put on gigs at the West Indian Club and the 
Labour Club from summer 1985 through to the summer of 1986 when vandalism/trouble at the Scream gig at the 
Windy meant we were banned from there for a while. The core of the SCFC were the people who would form the 
S.T.E. Collective in 1988, which would put on many Southampton punk gigs into the next Millennium! 

Mike: I was the scene, it was all me. I guess, if I am honest, then there were a few other people involved, but none 
as interesting as me. I think I may have "stressed" a little in the early days, maybe I was part of the SHFC which put 
of a few early gigs, I may have also helped in 1 or 2 very early STE gigs. Possible that I might have sung in 
Corporate Grave and released the South’s best ever demo... "Don’t Die Of Ignorance. ...Fuck A Member Of 
Corporate Grave And Die Of Embarrassment" was and remains a classic? I may have danced a lot. I may have 
tried to put on Icons of Filth and The Varukers, unsuccessfully. That gig may have been the most appalling punk 
rock experience of my life, that was up until the smell the Tannen created in Kev's mum’s front room. I might have 
produced the worst fanzine out of Southampton, sadly I still have a copy of "Just Another Krumy Zine" with its bad 
made up interview.. .sad. ..I may have dome many things which would have made me a little bit involved. I was 
definitely there, I think, I know I lived in Southampton at that time. 



Craig: It didn't take too long before I thought I want to get to get more involved with this and I'm not sure whether a 
fanzine in Southampton had been produced before but I thought I can't play music so a magazine is something I 
could tackle. The early Beercans were a bit sloppy and lacked any professionalism but I enjoyed doing them and 
once again I met loads of people through the zine and even had a bash at putting a few gigs on with some of the 
bands I met through it to varying success. 

Tony: I’m not sure I was particularly involved; I wasn’t there at the inception of the STE like Gaz was, it was started 
in a pub you see, so apart from going to the gigs and buying local zines and records by strange Dutch hardcore 
bands off Rich I didn’t do much apart from the zine. I guess SD was, or certainly became, a part of the whole DIY 
scene, but I was probably less involved than the others, at least initially. I was in a band, Obvious Action, but we 
didn’t play Southampton very often while I was their drummer. 

Favourite bands from that era? 

Rich: Early on the big two bands in Southampton were Suicide Pact (end of 1985 when Tracy left they became 
Nox Mortis) and The Mad Thatchers. I probably saw both these bands at least 30 times each and they made a 
huge impact on me both musically and politically. Nox Mortis in particular were important in that they taught me that 
it was possible to live a life based on solid ideals but also to have a sense of humour and come across as warm, 
friendly people. PJ was later a cohort of mine in the S.T.E. and I still count him as one of my best friends. Suicide 
Pact / Nox Mortis were tuneful, mid-paced anarcho punk, while the Thatchers combined political lyrics with a 
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potent mix of Crass and 77 punk, plus some spacier effects. Of the bands that didn’t record, Act Of God only really 
played a couple of times but were good fun. Eastleigh’s All The Glory had some good tunes and later when my 
best friend Steve was in them I used to watch them practice and loved some of their songs. Later came Corporate 
Grave. Now I was the person who formed and named (from a Zounds lyric!) the band but I never had the patience 
to learn my bass and by the time they began gigging in 1987 I had left. Corporate Grave were the first self- 
consciously hardcore band in Southampton, with big influences from Minor Threat, Dag Nasty and The Stupids and 
it always gave me a buzz to see my mates Steve, Mike and Bren thrashing away. Later still came the wonderful 
Older Than Dirt in 1990 but I guess we’re talking about the ‘80s here. 

I hadn't listened to this music for a few years until I made my Dutch friend Ralf a tape of Suicide Pact / The Mad 
Thatchers / Nox Mortis / Corporate Grave and even though I loved this stuff still I wondered whether this was just 
nostalgia on my part and would Ralf rate it. He loved it! When I was staying with him in Amsterdam he was going 
round singing ‘SS Major’ (Thatchers) and ‘Arms & The Boy’ (Nox Mortis) and his post about these bands on the 
‘South Coast’ forum indirectly led to these series of articles! 

Mike: Suicide Pact, The Mad Thatchers and Nox Mortis. They were my favourite local bands, though there were a 
smattering of others that didn't have quite the same impact on me. All The Glory, Act Of God and UXDiver. I also 
have to say I liked Ad Nauseum from Pompey, only saw 'em twice. Big bands? MDC, Minor Threat, Scream, The 
Descendents, The Instigators, Subhumans, Conflict, Rudimentary Peni and Crass. I guess there were loads more 
and I should admit to loving GBH on record and One Way System, “Jerusalem” is a wicked single. Talking of great 
singles Anthrax had two awesome records, one on Small Wonder and one on Crass. 



Tony: I suppose my favourite local band of that time were Corporate Grave, I thought they were fantastic. I also 
liked Suicide Pact but I was more into them when they became Nox Mortis. For some reason I don’t remember too 
much about Mad Thatchers, I know I saw them countless times but they obviously didn’t click with me like they did 
with the others. I liked All The Glory, The Sack (do they count) and Act Of God impressed me enough to want to 
interview them after seeing them just once. From a little further afield I liked Hate That Smile, Self Abuse and Red 
Letter Day. Oh and Obvious Action, although it has to be said they were better before I joined. 

Favourite Southampton DIY punk gig? 

Rich: As much as I loved Suicide Pact / Nox Mortis and The Mad Thatchers and their gigs were brilliant, fun affairs, 

I can’t single out any individual gigs from them - perhaps the alcohol has blurred them into my collective memory! 
My favourite Southampton gigs are 3 that I put on myself as part of the S.T.E.! Self-aggrandizement? Perhaps but 
they were amazing nights! Top of the list would be Avail at the Joiners in May 1995. We knew the records but had 
no idea how incendiary they were going to be live. Almost from the get go the place exploded. They played another 
two S.T.E. gigs but that first one was the stuff of legends! Second would be Joyce Mckinney Experience / Target Of 
Demand / Sleep at the Joiners in April 1990. Three ace bands but also superb for the almost textbook way the 
packed crowd sorted out a troublemaker during T.O.D.’s set, without ruining the gig. Finally would be Norway’s 
Life... But How To Live It? again at the Joiners in March 1993, with an at their peak Older Than Dirt. Life... were 
one of the greats in my book, so it was a real joy to see them here. 
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Craig: So many to choose from! I think one that stands out though is Dr & Crippens (I think?) an STE gig at the 
Joiners when they had TV on stage and a great stage show. 

Mike: It’s difficult to pick one out, especially when I don’t remember them all. Things that stick in the memory are 
the many great gigs I did with Older Than Dirt, great local support and a wicked band, I was lucky to have been a 
part of that; cheers Paul, Stuart & Andy. ALL was pretty special, great band and damn nice people. Target Of 
Demand was special. Sadly, Scream at The West Indian Club is my all time favourite and this has nothing to do 
with the fact that Tony wasn’t there, honest. Blew my socks off and I don’t think I was alone there. So fast and 
tuneful, great band live! 

Tony: I have no idea how I missed that Scream gig, I must have been playing football or something, footy or illness 
were about the only things that kept me from gigs in those days. I do remember being blown away by Culture 
Shock at the West Indian Club, and I loved Political Asylum at the Labour Club. But I guess my favourites were the 
Verbal Assault / HDQ, Samiam / Ultraman / ALL, and Soul Side gigs at the WIC, JME / Sleep / Target Of Demand 
at The Joiners and the Snuff gig at some school in Winchester. I have some fond memories of seeing Older Than 
Dirt too. Oh and Corporate Grave playing an Ambulance personal benefit gig in the Echo Office social club. 

Is there anything from that era that you think 
is lacking from today’s DIY scene? 

Rich: It’s difficult not to look at things with rose- 
tinted glasses sometimes. I guess the main thing 
I miss from those days is the feeling of 
everything being fresh and new. There was also 
an element of danger that is perhaps missing 
these days and I don’t mean wannabe tough 
guys dancing ‘hard’ at gigs either! Being a punk 
in those days meant that you often encountered 
trouble when you were out. I didn’t look 
particularly outrageous (‘indie fringe’ c Mike 
aside!) but I still got kicked unconscious in 
Chandlers Ford for being a punk and us 
Eastleigh punks got jumped by casuals walking home over the Itchen Bridge after a Thatchers gig at the Cliff in 
Woolston. Things like this meant you had a closer sense of looking out for your friends maybe. 

Mike: People. Sadly, I think there is plenty from that era that hasn't changed and today’s "scene" is not better for it. 
There are too many old people today, move aside and give youth a chance, grandad! 

Craig: I think as you get older it takes a bit more to impress you but if you ask the younger kids at gigs what 
today’s scene is like they are enjoying it just like we did, and with the likes of scuzz and kerrang on sky TV there is 
so much more choice these days. The DIY scene is still alive and well even if some of us do not take such an 
active part anymore. 

Tony: I think there’s less of a sense of community now but that’s probably to do with the fact that there’s less 
people of my age at gigs these days, I wonder if the younger kids have the same feeling of togetherness we had? 
Also, the DIY ethic isn’t what it was I don’t think, people aren’t really so concerned with politics these days. It’s 
easier to be a “punk” now, you can hear so called punk bands all the time; bands we’d go and see weren’t ever 
going to be on MTV or, outside of John Peel’s show, the radio. You could find records in the shops, but most of our 
purchases were from stalls at gigs or via mail order. 

Of course it wasn’t all great, I remember being really pissed off when someone nicked my Suicide Pact demo at a 
gig, but for the most part it was great to have this community of like minded people. There are still very dedicated 
people amongst today’s younger punks, people who work just as hard for the locals scene as a lot of us did, people 
who are “in it for life”, but I do sometimes wonder how many of the kids going to gigs now will still be going to DIY 
punk gigs when they’re 40? Will they look at their tattoos and regret their long forgotten youth? The friendships that 
developed and the ideas we had have stayed with me for all these years and that’s something very important to 
me. Cliche it may be, but punk rock wasn’t our hobby, it really was our way of life. 




33 





Next time I shall write an article concentrating on the venues that allowed Southampton’s 80s punks the 
opportunity to run wild!... Rich - richDassivitv&hotmaii.com 


Southampton DIY Scene by Pablo 

My first DIY gig in Southampton was Culture Shock at the West Indian club in 1988 which by chance also 
happened to be the first ever STE gig!. A group of us were going to get the train down from Winchester but after an 
early start in the South Western pub my mates couldn’t be arsed, so after calling them a bunch of boring bastards 
etc I went on my own. I don’t remember that much about the gig apart from between songs the singer Dick asked 
everyone to “make friends with the person standing next to them, as that’s what it’s all about” or words to that 
affect. 

There was a great scene in Southampton in the late eighties and early nineties. There were loads of great bands a 
lot of whom I suppose you’d call indie punk. The names I remember are; Whose in the Kitchen, Flik Spatula, the 
Green Egg, First Men in Space, Malvinas Brothers, Pogrom , Corporate Grave and two bands I was in, Time to Kill 
and Older than Dirt. 

There were some great ‘illegal’ gigs at that time as well. Two memorable open air ones were at Farley Mount in 
Winchester where I saw Corporate Grave for the first time and Lepe Beach on Southampton Water where my band 
Time to Kill played. I’ll never forget that gig as it was on my 21 st birthday! 

Another totally DIY gig was at Shawford Village hall (between Winchester and Eastleigh) with Time to Kill (we 
changed our name to Psychic Slam for the gig) and the Mad Thatchers. We rented the hall, hired a PA, bought 
loads of booze and did our own bar and put up 100s of posters, which included train times! The turn out was 
incredible, about 150 people, which was especially amazing seeing as it was our first gig. Two of Mega City Four 
even came down for it. (Me, name drop?) I remember playing the intro to one of our songs when a very pissed 
Mike Fox got on stage and started shouting in my ear about train times back to Soton which made me fuck up the 
riff! 

Back then Southampton had one of the best punk/hardcore scenes in the UK and loads of bands that played there 
said it was the best date of the tour! I saw so many amazing gigs that it’s hard to pick out favourites though the two 
NOFX gigs at the Joiners were special (even if they were arseholes about the money) Leatherface was a great gig 
and from a personal point of view some of the early Older than Dirt gigs were excellent due to all the great people 
that came to see us, more than the racket we made! Happy days! 

Now, I think people have got too lazy/comfortable and think advertising a gig means putting it on one or two 
websites so you get the same group of friends turning up rather than putting up posters all over town and putting an 
ad in the local paper etc. Still, at least a fair few of us from those days are still involved in the scene even if it’s only 
a case of going to the gigs! 

If anyone has a copy of the Pogrom demos please get in touch through the SD website and I’ll swap it for a CD of 
Spanish punk. Cheers! 
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disappear, until they eventually re-appeared under the new moniker Smoke Or Fire with the album “Above The 
City” on Fat Wreck which I bought and loved. Then when Tony and I traveled over to the US for a weekend we 
managed to catch these guys playing 3 times as luck would have it, and we were both really impressed, so when 
we got home an interview was quickly suggested for the zine, and here it is: 

So, you guys looked pretty young when I saw you play last year, but you've been around a while right? 
Since when? And have you had many line up changes? 

We're all turning 27 this year. We've been a band for about 8 years. Nick and I are the only two who have been in 
the band since the beginning. Jeremy joined about 6 years ago, and Ken about 4 years ago. 

The album "Above The City" while being a great melodic punk rock album, what stands out most for me 
are the lyrics and how they speak out against many of the ills of the modern world and the way our 
Governments are handling things , do you all feel pretty much the same way? Was it always your intention 
to use this opportunity to express these opinions and do you intend to continue to do so? 

We all have pretty much the same idea about the things we sing about. I would never want to write lyrics that don't 
represent the band. Some of us have stronger feelings about certain things, but we all have same ideas about what 
we want to say. I wouldn't say it was always my intention to write the way that I do. I guess it's just the only way I've 
ever written. The things I see around me are what inspire me to write, and what I feel most listeners can relate to. 

It's the only way I know to write. 

And whilst on the subject, do you see any light at the end of the tunnel? And if so what will it take to get 
things back on track do you think? 

I don't really see the light. I feel some things will get much worse before they get better. People seem to be 
changing their mind about Bush and the war in Iraq, but so many have already died. People are realizing too late 
what we who have been against the war have been saying from the beginning. It’s sad that it takes so much time 
and waste of human life for people to start questioning what’s really going on. It's going to take people educating 
themselves and others around them to make any kind of progress in the way we treat each other in this world. 

I know Joe is married, are any of the other guys? And has this affected the band at all? Do you have to 
work "proper" jobs? 

I am the only one in the band who is married. It hasn't 
affected the band at all. I left for tour the day after my 
honeymoon and spent nearly the next 6 months on tour. 

She knows what I do, and if anything it has helped my 
focus on what I want to do as a musician. We all try to 
work when we're home. Before this last year of touring 
we all held down jobs when we weren't on the road, but 
after coming home from 6 months of touring most of us 
had a hard time getting shifts. I pick up whatever I can 
when I'm home. I'm either covering people’s shifts 
bartending, 

building staging and unloading trucks, or cleaning 
bathrooms at my friends bar after hours to make rent. 
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How did you come to sign to Fat Wreck? , was it an easy decision to make? And what other releases have 
you had out before the album? , you also had band name problems right, resulting in a name change? 

We recorded the record up in Boston and shopped it to a handful of labels we were interested in working with. Fat 
Mike loved the record and called me to say they were interested in putting it out. We didn't think twice about going 
with them. We put out two EP's before above the city. One in 1999 called "When the battery dies", which has been 
out of print for a while, and "Workers Union" in 2002. Those EP's were released under the name Jericho, which 
we had to change when we signed to Fat because of legal reasons. We were being sued by another band who 
owned the rights to the name. 


Do you have any long term plans for the band or do you just let things take their course generally? 

We're just focused on touring and putting out records as long as we can. I try not to have expectations on what 
we'll do, because they'll usually just lead to disappointment. We just write and play as well as we can and see 
where things take us. Usually you get back what you put into it. 


How would you describe your sound and what are some of your influences musically? 

I would describe us as punk rock. I try to write socially conscious lyrics about the things I see around me. Musically 
we're influenced by bands like Hot Water Music, Avail, Fugazi, American Steel, the Replacements, and the Archers 
of Loaf. 


Do you have any influences outside of music that inspire you? 

Everything outside of music inspires me. The people I've met and the places I've been lucky enough to see have a 
lot to do with the way I write. No matter who you are, I believe that travelling is the best thing you can do to give 
you a better perspective on the world we live in. 


Do you guys play out regularly? , do you like touring? , any thoughts of getting over to UK? 

We spent 8 months out of the last year touring on "above the city". We played all 50 US states, Canada, and 10 
other countries. We love touring. There is nothing like it. We toured the UK last year on the Deconstruction Tour 
and it was amazing. London and Manchester were amazing. We'll be heading back to Europe as soon as the new 
record is finished. 


Anything else you want to 

add? 

Thanks for the questions. 

Take care, Joe 
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I think it’s fair to say that the direction Crass took punk rock in eventually had a huge effect on both of us and 
what we are still doing to this day, but back in the late 70s/early ‘80s we were slow to appreciate them and their 
message. However, straight away we loved the Subhumans; I can’t remember now how we first heard them, 
but we both were with them from the time they started releasing vinyl, and they have remained a band records 
we have continued to play throughout the years. We didn’t get to interview them first time round, although we 
did feature a Culture Shock interview in and early issue of SD. When they came back we went to see them in 
Bristol and they were superb, almost unbelievably good and as we had been in contact with Dick we decided to 
put our heads together and come up with some questions and finally get to feature the Subhumans in SD. 



It's been a while now since the Subhumans got back together; what made you 
want to reunite? When the Subhumans originally split up did you ever think 
you'd play together again and what were the reasons for calling it a day in 
the mid 80 ' s? 

When we first called it a day, in 85, it was down to differences of opinion 
as to where the band was going musically, what we should do next, and what 
the punk scene was like at the time. The nominal 'split' - this was all 
before we did the '29:29 Split Vision' album - was compounded by me joining 
what became Culture Shock. We did a couple of gigs in London in 1990, swore 
that would be the last gigs ever, and then in 98 all got together again 
after Trotsky and Phil convinced me and Bruce that playing again could be a 
Good Thing. So we re-played the old songs it indeed it did feel very good! 
Apart from that personal satisfaction reasoning, it was a good thing to do 
for all the people who ' d bought our stuff after we split and who ' d never 
seen us play live. 

i 'il M 1 — 

What are the logistics of practising and 
getting tours together like now that you 
all seem to live quite far apart? 

It's a right pain! But still possible, if 
infrequent. With Phil and Trotsky now 
living in Spain and Germany, we have to do 
serious travel to get anything done, so 
last September we did a weeks worth of 
practicing at Trotsky's place, and paid for 
the planes by doing gigs either end of that 
week. Broke even and got 4 new songs out of 
it! Next up is paying for Phil to get over 
here for a 3 piece acoustic sketch next 
weekend. Touring is still possible, but 
that has to fit around Bruce's job 
[ teaching music] which equals school 
holidays.... Trotsky has become a Dad, so 
has a limit on the length of tours for the 
sake of sanity back home. So yeah between 
offspring distance and jobs it' s amazing we 
can get anything together. Well, not that 
amazing, but a lot less easy than it used 
to be . 
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What's it like singing words you wrote over 20 years ago? Were you tempted to 
change any of the lyrics to make them more up to date? Do you think that 20 
years on kids are generally less political now - almost A-Political? 

There' s only a few lyrics that need temporal shift, like the first lines of 
"Human Error" [ which proves the point don' t Put Names in Lyrics] , and I could 
change them.... but I haven't. Maybe I should.... "There's a bomb going off in 
London, there's a war in er Afghanistan? next-door-to-Iran? " Generally 
politics seems to have Blaired out, Thatcher' s Children are in charge of the 
selfish society and Blairites are still kidding themselves that Labour's 
victory got rid of all the shit of the 80s. Which was a fine answer until 
Iraq, continual privatisation, the threat of ID cards, ubiquitous CCTV-based 
'security measures', and the general disregard for politicians and politics 
that has all come about in the last 5 years or so. While people [ kids, 
teenagers, young adults, old adults? in terms of political thought / protest / 
awareness, are we still basing a nation's political mindset on 'what the yoof 
think'? as if the rest of us are somehow no longer relevant or capable of 
being heard?] are very aware of the lies and manipulation that goes on [ its on 
the front page] , the wrong reaction is to dismiss all politics as 'boring' and 
assume we are unaffected, for in that gap slides the mind-wash of celebrity 
culture, entertainment that's void of inspiration, the one-way non-stop 
numbing of emotional reality and the atrophy of individual responsibility. 
Then how many steps away will we be from a totalitarian police state in all 
but name? Can the mass illusion of a well-off society coupled with the fear- 
mongering post 9-11 really be enough to keep us all separated at home 
consuming these twin peaks in the art of social control, while the erosion of 
civil liberties and human rights in the name of security has the police and 
judges trawling the Net and clearing the streets of the sort of people not 
featured in soap operas/////insert question mark, remove frothing loon, time 
to move on nothing to see here. 


How did you end up on Fat Wreck? They’re a pretty successful label these 
days, but what are they like to work with, and are you happy with the way 
they conduct their "business"? 

we wanted to do a live album, and heard Fat Mike liked us a lot, and 
Citizen Fish had released an LP on Fat's 'other bit' Honest Don's Records, 
oh I see, how did that happen? Well, we phoned up Fat Mike and asked, as we 
were looking for an alternative to Lookout Records. And he said yes. 
'Working with' equates to an irregular exchange of emails and royalty 
cheques, and popping in to say hi if we're in their area in San Francisco; 
they're all friendly youngish and unpretentious and work in a cluster of 
offices, and have a turtle in a tank. 
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Whose idea, was it to do a live album? Are you happy with the way it turned out? Was 
it just a normal live set or did Fat Wreck request that any particular song’s go on 
it? Did you have much input into the artwork and layout? 

Well, it was a very old idea, "Time Flies" was going to be a live album, but most of 
the recording of the gig was unusable. It turned out fantastic, having been recorded 
from a truck that had 4464786848903779489769 flashing lights and THINGS we dare not 
touch in it, and to be more precise about 15 mikes on stage to really record 
everything. We did it in Corona cos all the gigs there are amazing for crowd 
response, and we extended the set by 150% so we had a choice of what went on the 

release [ we missed out 3 songs] . Fat Mike did request 
'Big City'. We had all the input on the artwork, 
although Fat insisted on the comic book [ one comes 
with each of their 'Live in a Dive' series] , which 
was a bit tricky until we remembered Simon Gane who 
lives locally and draws in a punk rock mindset, so 
we asked him to artistically interpret Subvert City. 


There's a new song on the live album, do you have 
any plans to record a new studio album or release 
anything else featuring new songs? 

As soon or as late as we have enough songs, 6 so 
far, and what with the answer to Q2, it may be a 
while yet. 


Having asked about Fat Wreck what about Bluurg 
Records? Does the label just exist to keep 
the old releases in print or do you think 
you’ll release new stuff by the Subhumans, 
or other bands for that matter? 

At the moment it' s a distro point for old 
releases, and a source of small-scale CDR 
releases of the old Bluurg tapes. All the 
Bluurg releases NOT by bands I've been in 
lost money, and that was before CDs were 
invented [ which put up the cost of 
releasing anything by 100%, as now there 
were 2 formats to cater for] . I quit 
putting out stuff 'properly' as the 90s 
came in along with CDs, bands who wanted 
contracts [ and success on a plate] , and 
Citizen Fish started doing a lot of 
gigging, which was a lot more fun. 

Out of curiosity, do you know which 
Subhumans release sells the most and have 
you any idea of the total amount of 
records, CD's etc you've sold over the 
years? What is the band's favourite 
release? 

"The Day The Country Died" reached 100, 000 
sales a few years ago! which surely must 
entitle us to a wooden plate or something. . . . so, as 
there' s a few albums all selling not that many but 
quite a lot, we may have reached half a million total 
sales? I'll let you know if I ever work it out! Fave 
release? Beats me . . . . the live one? As it's got all the 
'good' songs on it, and was recorded much better than 
the LPs , and for the fact it was live, and therefore at 
a pace you can't imitate in a studio. 


What's happening with Citizen Fish at the moment? How 
does Jasper feel about the rest of Citizen Fish going 
off to do Subhumans gigs and tours? Is it difficult 
keeping the two bands going? 

The most we've done lately was a week of gigs in the USA 
after the Subs finished a tour there last July; it made 
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So much sense to do it, as we have Jasper along with us doing the merch stall, and 
the rest of us are in both bands anyway! I imagined Jasper would feel frustrated and 
pissed off, but he doesn't. Like him, we'd all like to do more Fish gigs, cos its a 
different level of playing than Subs gigs are, but fact is that Subs are more often 
the band [ of the 2] that people want to put gigs on for. . . . and all the limits on 
time apply for both bands. 


Why do you think the Subhumans are still so popular? Would you say that more people 
come to see you , and buy your records now, or the first time around? What, if any, 
have been the biggest differences when you play between now and when you first 
started? 

Why? You' re asking the singer of a band, for whom the world revolves [ see relevant 
singer/light bulb joke] , why his band are popular? Cos we're brilliant! Ha! ok, STILL 
popular, I geddit, urn, cos music exists beyond the confines of time, I expect, I mean 
if there was a 'hear-by' date on the sleeve, after which records would sound crap, 
what the fuck would hospital radio DJs play? All this Modern stuff? still, it would 
empty the beds faster .... statistically, we do now get more people at gigs, on 
average, which could be a result of more efficient advertising e.g. on the interweb, 
which we can also blame for comparatively smaller sales, due to file-sharing, and 
conditioning people to stay in downloading their lives rather than getting out to 
gigs, which they do anyway, in greater numbers than before, er. ... I just can' t 
resist the temptation to slag off technology, it' s a TRAIT, I expect. The differences 
between now and then? Less violence, less infighting and less ignorance. Less 
eccentric characters, though. 


What are your views on the Wasted festivals etc, I know you play them but are 
they a good thing overall? 

We live in bubbles of conditioned ignorance that are only recognised when they 
pop. I hated the idea of Holidays in the Sun cos tickets cost loads, but we 
played it and realised that for a lot of people this weekend was the annual 
event, like indeed a holiday, where old friends re-met and loads of bands you 
wouldn't get to see all played. Pop went the outsider view, then. But once 
'inside', how much of a complacent bubble popped when I saw the front rows of the 
Combat 84 crowd, average age what? 19? Seig-heiling? FUCK! The resultant 
complaints to Daz Russell the organiser led to future events without the far- 
right fuckwit bands, but there's still an undercurrent of proto-nazis present in 
the name of punk rock 'solidarity', which isn't DR's fault, but proof that any 
mass event will bring out the shit at the bottom of the barrel unless the bands 
who scrape it remain off the line-up. The best side effect of the festival is 
that people will maybe be inspired to get out to the smaller gigs that happen the 
rest of the year, which are generally more what live music should be i.e. 
intimate / atmospheric. 

What keeps you motivated and active? How long do you think the Subhumans will 
keep playing for? 

We enjoy it, which answers both questions! 
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REVIEWERS: Gaz, Si, Mike, Tony 

AFFERMATIVE ACTION JACKSON / THE SOUND OF FAILURE 
split 7” Dine Alone 

Now this is the stuff, super fast hardcore from two Philadelphia bands 
that is really hitting the spot for me. I played AAJ first, because of the 
Paint It Black connection of course (both Andy and Josh are in PiB and 
drummer Jeff is in Armalite with Dan Yemin), and because I’d heard 
one of their songs already and thought it was great. They are fast, they 
are noisy and they are totally great; their lyrics are funny and serious, 
sometimes at the same time and they have some great song titles too; 
and although they’re blasting through songs in super quick time the 
vocals are always good, no matter which of the band is delivering 
them. “The Shape Of Thrash To Come”? I should say so. The Sound 
Of Failure are similar although a little more straight forward, but again 
they have good vocals over their speedy punk rock attack; they also do 
a cover of “Skewbald/Grand Union”. Good stuff indeed from both 
bands. 

Dine Alone: PO Box 63539 , Philadelphia , PA 19147, USA - 
www. dinealonerecordings. com (Tony) 

AN AMERICAN OBSESSION s/t Longshot 

So, you all know Si Briggs, erstwhile contributor to this zine, top chap 
and one of the best friends a person could have; he also has the nicest 
family in the whole world. I’m telling you this because Si’s son, Dan, 
plays the drums in An American Obsession; and he is a very good 
drummer too; musically the rest of the band are equally as talented and 
this Middlesbrough trio are a powerful unit, tight and loud and 
aggressive. However, I can’t get on with this style of singing when I’m 
sat at home. Live I expect I’d be able to appreciate it more, but not on 
CD. They aren’t a million miles away from what Jets Vs Sharks are 
doing, although there’s less of a noticeable metal influence here. 
Reviewing this is like reviewing a Jets CD, I can hear how talented they 
are, I know they are good people who I have a lot of time for, but they 
just don’t play the sort of music I enjoy listening to at home. 

Longshot: www.longshotrecords. co.uk (Tony) 

ANDTHEWINNERIS “The Punch And Judy Show” CD Engineer 

Another release from the very prolific Engineer Records and I’ve come 
to notice a definite pattern, I get the “indie rock” Engineer stuff and my 
man Mike gets the “Metal” stuff, and that suits me just fine. This is 
indeed the afore mentioned “indie rock” kind of stuff, modern sounding 
but not the cookie cutter sing / scream / metal bit / emo nastiness that 
we are currently saturated with. This is great poppy / rock sounding ala 
maybe The Jealous Sound? And I’m liking it lots. Makes you want to 
get up and dance though I played footer last night for the first time in 
ages and so am unable to, shame. But yes, real strong songs with tons 
of hooks, a good singer who sings, top production, lots of lovely guitars 
in it’s many guises, nice artwork and the photo collage shows some of 
them skating, that’s me sold then. 

Engineer: 1 Chandos Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 2NY - 
www.engineerrecords. com (si) 

ARMALITE s/t CD No Idea 

Si bought this for me because he thought I might like it and, well, he 
was damn right to think that. The reason he thought I might like it is 
because, and in case you didn’t already know, Armalite feature Dan 
Yemin, this time playing bass, and Affirmative Action drummer Jeff 
Ziga. They also feature, on guitar and vocals both Mike McKee and 
Atom Goren, although Atom doesn’t have his package with him this 
time. Right, that’s the introductions out of the way, so what does it 
sound like? Well, it’s driving punk rock that has elements of Fuel, 
Dillinger 4 and some of the Revolution Summer’s more dynamic 
moments; and it’s very good indeed. The lyrics are comments on not 
only American society but also the human condition and how they react 
to the pressures of daily life. This isn’t like any other of Mr Yemin’s 
bands, but it is still a great album. 

No Idea: PO Box 14636, Gainsville, FL 32604 
www.noidearecords.com (Tony) 

ATTENTAT SONORE “Barricades” 7” Strongly Opposed 

This is good stuff; fast French punk with duel male/female vocals and 
good lyrics, both in their native tongue and in English. This reminds me 
of bands like Violators and Action Pact as well as some of the early UK 
anarcho bands. This is really good, it’s fast and angry, but is still quite 
melodic. 

Strongly Opposed, Flurweg 29, 2504 Biel, Switzerland (Tony) 


AVAIL “Dixie” CD Jade Tree 
AVAIL “4AM Friday” CD Jade Tree 
AVAIL “Over The James” CD Jade Tree 

To my mind these are the best three Avail albums; of course all their 
albums are pretty good, but if I want to hear Avail then it’s one of these 
that I’ll always pick out. Originally all were released on Lookout, but 
now Jade Tree have re-mastered and re-packaged them adding extra 
tracks, new sleeve notes and a ton of photos. 

I can’t remember now if I saw Avail first or if I’d already heard “Dixie” 
before seeing them at The Joiners in Southampton; there’s always the 
chance, of course, that I bought that album at the gig. Anyway, I 
remember being instantly in love with the record, initial favourites were 
“On The Nod", “Southbound ‘95” and their cover of “Pink Houses”, then 
“Song”, “Clone” and “Sidewalk”, and those songs are still the ones that 
stand out for me, although it has to be said; there isn’t a duff song on 
here. I even contemplated getting their little stick man with flag logo as 
a tattoo for a while. The “Attempt To Regress” 7” and the “Live At The 
Kings Head Inn” 10” make up the extra tracks on this release; the live 
songs capture the energy of an Avail gig pretty well, despite it originally 
being just a cassette recording. 

“4AM Friday” was a record I eagerly awaited, but when I first played it 
I remember feeling a little disappointed that it didn’t blow me away like 
“Dixie” had, probably because by now Avail were a favourite band, I 
had seen them, bought the t-shirt and played their previous album to 
death. It was good, great even, but that initial burst of excitement was a 
little diluted, despite a great guitar intro. Then I got to track 7, “Monroe 
Park”, with the superb “riot at Monroe, riot at Monroe...” bit; everything 
then fell into place and all was right with the world; maybe it wasn’t 
“Dixie”, but it was better than most other bands could come up with. 
This release sounds so good, and now includes the “Live At The 
Bottom Of The Hill” album as well; a great live recording from San 
Francisco. 

If I had to pick a favourite Avail album I would, without hesitation say 
"Over The James”; for me it’s the ultimate Avail album, it has 
everything. I originally got sent a promo copy and was so excited 
opening the package to find the new Avail album come tumbling out; I 
was even more excited when I first heard it. This re-mastered version 
is a revelation, it sounds so much more powerful, and reinforces my 
view that this is Avail at their very best, and “Scuffle Town” is, in my 
opinion, their best ever song. The bonus tracks this time are the songs 
from their split with (Young) Pioneers, plus tracks from compilations, 
including their cover of Embrace’s “Said Gun” from the “Land Of 
Greed... World Of Need” comp. 

Three great re-issues and if your Avail education started with their Fat 
Wreck releases, then this is a great opportunity to get hold of their pre- 
Fat releases. 

Jade Tree: 2310 Kennwynn Road, Wilmington, DE 19810, USA - 
www.iadetree. com (Tony) 

TIM BARRY “Laurel St. Demo 2005” CD Dancing In The Dark 

I was really pleased when Tony sent me this, another one off my “to 
buy” list that I won’t have to buy. This is an 8 track “demo” given a 
proper release, though it must be one of the best sounding demo’s I 
ever did hear. It’s pretty much exactly what I expected, and hoped for, 
8 tracks from the guy who sings for the mighty Avail but done with just 
an acoustic guitar and a few friends helping with the occasional bit of 
drumming and electric guitar and banjo and piano, though Tim Barry 
does most of it himself it appears. It’s pretty country/American folk 
sounding and has a strong Springsteen-“Nebraska” sound in places 
both musically and lyrically, though tracks 1 and 2 sound just like 
acoustic Avail tracks to me, excellent! It’s pretty much a full album 
length, 25 mins, and comes with lyrics and nice, fitting artwork. If you 
like Avail, and I think we all do, then you really need this. 

Dancing In The Dark: c/o Ronsberger, Brunnweg 6, 93080 
Pending, Germany - www. dancinginth edark. de (si) 

BATTLETORN “Burn Fast” 7” Mad At The World 

Not my cuppa I’m afraid! Two blokes playing drums and guitar basically 
thrashing out heavy metal with related gloomy lyrics to boot! The sad 
thing is this is not the worst stuff I’ve ever heard like this but they could 
be doing so much better! The consolation for me was that this 7” EP 
comes on a nice white vinyl. 

Mad at the World: PO Box 20227, Tompkins Square Station, New 
York, NY 10009, USA www. matwrecords. com (Gaz) 

BELLIGERENTS “Suck On This 7-Inch” 7” Blind Spot 

A ten track 7” EP on shit-brown vinyl, just lovely. The Belligerents play 
straight forward, basic, fast punk rock, sounding both like UK’82 stuff 
and early US hardcore all at the same time. It’s ok, but there’s nothing 
here that’s going to keep me going back to this record. 

Blind Spot: PO Box 40064, Portland, OR 97240, USA - 
www.blindsootrecs.com (Tony) 
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BETWEEN LINES s/t CDEP self released 

This is a 4 track self released EP from these Leeds guys, and a really 
top release it is considering they’ve done it all themselves, a very 
professional job indeed. I’ve seen them live a few times and each time 
they’ve improved considerably and this again is another step up in 
class. It’s pretty varied pace wise , the first track being a belter, good 
loud guitar and shouted / half screamed vocals, real urgent sounding 
and all over very quickly, the second track is slower though the chorus 
kicks in and off they go again. They’re pretty hard to describe sound 
wise, but in a good way, quite hardcore sounding guitars in places, 
great strong back up vocals in track 3 complimenting the lead vocals, 
the drums sound real good. Quite a few slower passages break things 
up nicely. The beginning of track 4 sounds familiar, maybe a tad 
Dugong? It’s all pretty noisy stuff but with a strong tune throughout and 
it’s over far too quickly. Great artwork, very simple, black lettering done 
on transparent plastic but it looks ace! I’m very impressed with this 
indeed. 

Between Lines: 44 Woodside Place, Burley, Leeds, LS4 2QU - 
www. betweenlines. tk (si) 

BLACK FIRE “Beyond Warped” CD Immergent 

This is an odd thing, it’s a double sided disc, one side is a CD with live 
tracks from the Warped Tour, the other is a DVD (that I’m not able to 
view for some reason). Anyway, I’ve never heard of Black Fire before 
but from what I remember (I’ve lost the press sheet) they are a Native 
American three piece, two brothers and their sister. Musically it’s just 
straight forward punk rock, which really doesn’t have enough get up 
and go for me I’m afraid, they have some interesting lyrics though. Oh, 
and the Warped Tour sucks. 

Inmergent: www. immergent. com (T ony) 

BLACK MARKET BABY “Coulda... Shoulda... Woulda” CD Dr 
Strange 

I’ve had a BMB CD for a few years, so a lot of these songs were 
familiar to me, but there are some on here that are new to me. In case 
you don’t know who Black Market Baby were, they hailed from 
Washington DC but played more straight up punk rock than the young 
upstarts that really put that city on the punk rock map. Their sound is 
more like their West Coast contemporaries like Channel 3 or New 
York’s Kraut. I was always into those early US punk bands, and so it’s 
no surprise that I liked BMB, and this stuff still sounds good today. This 
26 track compilation features tracks from 1980 to 1995, and the people 
who produced various recordings include Ian MacKaye, Ted Nicey and 
Tom Lyle The booklet has sleeve notes from Government Issue’s John 
Stabb, and the CD was mastered by Gl’s Tom Lyle. Good stuff and as 
Ian MacKaye says “Black Market Baby were a great band and 
enormously important to may of us in the early DC punk scene.” 

Dr Strange: www. drstranae.com (Tony) 

BOMBSHELL ROCKS “The Conclusion” CD Household Name 

Holy heck, it’s Rancid. “The Conclusion" really sounds like “And Out 
Come The Wolves", but then that is my favourite Rancid album, and as 
you would expect from that comparison, there are some very Clash like 
guitar bits here and there, so it’s not all bad. In fact, with some good 
lyrics and some energized punk rock, this isn’t too bad an album, not 
until you get to the title track which is the last track and just plain 
horrible. 

Household Name: PO Box 12286, London, SW9 6FE - 
www.householdnamerecords. co. uk (Tony) 

BOOZED “Tight Pants” CD Bitzcore 

This is a basic ROCK album, and very “Southern Rock” sounding for 
the most part, quite AC/DC, though some of the faster tracks have a bit 
of a Black Flag sound. These are a bunch of young looking German 
guys so they must be doing this cause they like it, and it is pretty 
infectious stuff, they sound like they’re having a right old rockin’ good 
time! If you like a bit of “proper” ROCK then give this a try. I did notice 
this was produced by Claus Grabke whom I’m sure you all know was a 
pro skater for Santa Cruz back in the day, what are the chances! 
Bitzcore: PO Box 30 41 07, D-20324 Hamburg, Germany - 
www. bitzcore. de (si) 

THE BOSS “Lay Down Your Firearms” CD Engineer 

These guys are ex-Babies Three. This is post hardcore, angular, 
discordant stuff, sounding a bit like the Free Diamonds album I 
reviewed, though without the effected vocals. Very stoppy starty with 
half spoken / half sung / half shouted (hang on that’s 3 halves) vocals 
but still with a good tune to back it up. Bit “garage” sounding too in 
parts. Good stuff. 

Engineer: 1 Chandos Rd, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 2NY - 
www. engineerrecords. com (si) 


BULLETS TO BROADWAY “Drink Positive” CD Household Name 

A five piece who feature ex members of Teen Idols and Rehasher 
playing driving, melodic punk rock with joint male/female vocals. A few 
times it got a little bit close to the sort of music you hear in US young 
teen films, but didn’t quite step over that line and for the most part I 
enjoyed this, there’s an edge to their melodic punk and that gets a 
thumbs up from me every time. Covering one of my favourite Go Go’s 
songs, “The Whole World Lost It’s Head”, was a smart move and 
changing the lyrics to make them more relevant to what’s going on in 
the US today was a nice touch, although I’m pleased they kept in the 
“punk rock isn’t dead” line. Certainly it’s a lot better than Teen Idols. 
Household Name: PO Box 12286, London, SW9 6FE - 
www.householdnamerecords. co. uk (Tony) 

BURNS OUT BRIGHT “Save Yourself A Lifetime” CD Deep Elm 

One of several Deep Elm releases we received this time around and 
again this band isn’t what I would call a “Deep Elm” sounding band. If I 
was to generalize, and I will, I would say they were more a Drive Thru 
sounding band, but good Drive Thru, not too poppy. They have some 
great song titles “my other band is a xhardcorex band”, “remember 
son, one day all of this will be yours”, “when life feeds you lemons 
choke on them & die” and the lyrics seem good too though they’re hard 
to read with the font they’ve used. Nice artwork, great production, I’m 
liking. 

Deep Elm: PO Box 5260, Clover, SC 29710, USA - 
www. dee pel m. com (si) 

CAPGUNS ‘N’ COKE demo CDR Squinty Joe 

Not sure if this is a demo or an “official” self released CDR, is there a 
difference? Anyhoo, it’s 5 tracks of fast snotty pop punk in the vein of 
Screeching Weasel with lots of whoa whoa backing vocals, and pretty 
good it is too, they describe themselves as sounding like The Apers but 
I wouldn’t know about that. The guys in the band look real young and 
full of enthusiasm which is nice. The recording quality isn’t brilliant but 
good enough, all the tracks are well less than 3 mins and it’s all over 
real quick. You don’t hear much of this thing any more, or at least I 
don’t, and I enjoyed listening. It’s real promising as hopefully they’ll get 
even better and soon be rocking lour socks off. 

Squinty Joe: www. m vspace. com/souintvioerecords (si) 

CIRCUS ACT “This Is Your Destination” CD Milliepeed 

A lot of people seem to use the term “emo” when reviewing Circus Act, 

I never think of them that way; certainly there’s something of a later 
Dischord feel to the songs, but I don’t think that’s what people mean 
when they say “emo”. Circus Act have always been a band that I’ve 
liked live but never played at home, the energy of their songs always 
seemed to get lost when they recorded, but that’s the case for a lot of 
bands. The guitars on this seem to be harder and although these 
songs aren’t a great deal different from their previous stuff I think 
they’re better and the recording does seem to capture their live sound 
a lot more than in the past. I still prefer them live, but this is a good 
album. 

Milliepeed: www.millieDeedrecords. co. uk (Tony) 

D’CORNER BOIS “Be Nice Or F*** Off” CD Label? 

Ten tracks of charged up punk that really impressed me from these 
four Brum punk bums! This band has something to say and back it up 
with hard hitting tunes, good guitar breaks and some sing along bits to 
boot! I can’t really say much more than that but the stickers vocalist 
Andy sent me with the CD say ‘Birmingham Streetpunk’ and I would 
not disagree with that! This lot need to come to Southampton one day 
soon and give the kids down the King Alf something to hang off the 
ceiling too! 

D’ Corner Bois: cor nerbois(g)hot mail. com (Gaz) 

DEAD AFTER SCHOOL / GOOD CLEAN FUN “Thumbs Up!” Split 
7” Cat N’ Cakey 

Another great release from the Cat n’ Cakey fold, pretty fantastic in 
fact! Lovely blue and black vinyl, limited to 500 copies, and 3 tracks 
each of great raging melodic old school hardcore, what more can you 
ask from your 7”? The DAS stuff might be there last but if so then 
they’re going out on a high, even if it is a bit of an angry one! 2 of the 
tracks are titled “Fuck You! And Your Myspace Page” and “Fuck You! 
And Your Street Team” and are pretty much self explanatory I think? 
But the other one “no regrets” is much more positive, the line “10 years 

since I heard the Descendents ” gave me a warm glow. The 3 GCF 

tracks are all previously released but have a bit of a theme, “Positive 
Hardcore”, “Today Was A Positive Day” and “Positively Positive”, can 
you spot it? And all great tracks. Excellent! 

Cat AT Cakey: 20 Poyntz Rd, Overton, Basingstoke, RG25 3HJ - 
www.catncakevrecords.com (si) 
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DEATH WITH A DAGGER demo CDR Deaf Forever 

A Finnish band that share a member with The Phoenix Foundation, but 
musically they’re nothing alike. The first track is a blistering punk rock 
attack; straight forward fast hardcore that’s really good. The next two 
songs have more of a rock influence, some of the guitar reminded me 
of Motorhead and, er, Girlschool! They are still fast, but the metal bits 
put me off I’m afraid and I’m sure these songs would sound so much 
better if they were the same sort of blistering punk rock as the opener. 
The last one is a little better, having more of a Discharge sound. 

Deaf Forever.Vanha-Viertotie 198 18.00350, Helsinki, Finland - 
www.mvspace.com/deafever (Tony) 

THE DESTRUCTORS “Punk Singles Collection” CD Captain Oi 
THE DESTRUCTORS “Exercise The Demons of Youth” CD 
Captain Oi 

At long last The Destructors are out on CD! For some reason I’ve 
always really liked them and brought most of their records over that 
snap shot in punk time referred to by everyone as the early 80’s. My 
SD co-writer Tony didn’t really like them and their track ‘Jailbait’ on the 
final Punk and Disorderly LP was enough for him! Their brand of 
straight forward although often intense political punk was just the kind 
of stuff that I liked though. I never got to see them live back then but 
I’m reliably informed that they are getting ready to go again. Not sure 
how many of the original members will be involved and we must not 
forget that one of them went on to be in the Prodigy I think! Still, all of 
their 7” and 12” singles are here and yet again I must offer high praise 
to all at Captain Oi who have put this out as it’s been a long time 
coming but ultimately worth the wait! 

Not only are the singles finally out on CD but their first album, 
“Exercise The Demons of Youth”, is with us on CD as well now. You 
can’t really mistake The Destructors sound, which over all of their 
releases never really changed and kept a certain intensity to it. The 
whole album is here with 11 bonus tracks to top it up making 29 in 
total. The lyrics to the album are also included along with a write up 
from original member and main man over the years Allen Adams. This 
really is another fine Captain Oi release and I know I’ve e-mailed them 
a couple of times over the last few years to see if they could get this 
stuff out. Well! They have triumphed again and this CD along with the 
singles CD will fill the gaps in any self-respecting punk rockers 
collection quite nicely! 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP 10 8QA - 
www. captainoi. com (Gaz) 

DESTRUCTORS 666 / THE RUINED “Plus Ca Change Pour La 
Meme Chose” Split CD Rowdy Farrago 

From the ashes of the early 80’s punk outfit The Destructors come 
Destructors 666 and they split this CD with The Ruined. The 
Destructors 666 feature Allen Adams who was always the main man 
years ago and their three tracks on this CD are a couple of old 
Destructors songs and a Stooges cover. I liked The Destructors first 
time around and was pleased to see some of their old stuff finally come 
out on Captain Oi a few months ago and with renewed interest in the 
band they have done the decent thing and reformed! The Ruined are 
OK! They have that tried and tested American main stream punk sound 
(They are from the UK though!) that’s getting a bit worn now for me but 
they do it well and the last track ‘Zombie Takedown’ probably saves 
them for me overall. 

Destructors 666: www.destructors666. com / The Ruined: 
www. the-ruined. com (Gaz) 

DOWINA “Brezalauspurch” CD Label? 

All the way from Bratislava in Slovakia come the punk anthem sounds 
of Dowina on their first official release. I really like the five tracks on 
this CD as they have a tinge of that classic Oi sound in them as well. 
Although I’ve got the lyrics I’m not sure I understand them all but the 
music is the winner on here for me. I can’t really tell you a lot about this 
band other than that but if you want to find out more and have more 
time than me then drop lead singer Martin a line. Thanks to Martin for 
sending this over to us as well. 

Dowina: Martin Jankovic, PO Box 172, 820 05 Bratislava 25, 
Slovakia - dowina(S)zoznam.sk (Gaz) 

EAST WEST BLAST TEST “Popular Music For Unpopular People” 
CD Ipecac 

This is very, very odd. East West Blast Test, so called, I guess, as half 
of it (drums and other stuff) is recorded in New Jersey by Dave Witte 
(from loads of bands including Melt Banana), and the other half in 
California where Chris Dodge (Spazz, Slap A Ham Records) adds 
whatever else is needed. And it certainly is an eclectic mix of sounds 
and styles, like two people (with various additional musicians) creating 
a one band crazy John Peel show. Included in the 23 tracks are jazzy 
songs, percussion ditties, blazing hardcore (one being called “Anne R 


Kay”, I liked that one), electronic metal, a German lesson, weird stuff, 
mellow stuff and a myriad of different instruments; it’s like a weird Punk 
Rock Sci-Fi soundtrack. Certainly an interesting listen that’s for sure. 

Ipecac through Southern: PO Box 59, London, N22 1AR - 
www.southern.net (Tony) 

ENDSTAND “The Time Is Now” CD Lifeforce 

A new Endstand release is always something I look forward to, I can 
still remember the first time I saw them, the venue was tiny and they 
were awesome both musically and attitude wise; it was one of those 
rare gigs where I’m moved to buy a t-shirt and a record and leave 
buzzing with excitement. While this new album may not be quite as in 
your face as the last one, it’s still got everything you’d expect an 
Endstand album to have; maybe the guitars do throw up one or two 
metal touches here and there, but it’s still a blazing hardcore album 
that I’m enjoying a great deal. 

Lifeforce: www.lifeforcerecords. com (Tony) 

FARWELL TO ARMS “A Watered Down Version Of Everything” 7” 
Self released 

Top notch thrash that, at times reminds me of Affirmative Action 
Jackson. The five songs on side one blend into one another, there’s no 
let up in the aural assault as they fire their blasts of hardcore at you. 
Flip it over and you get more of the same; musically there’s some fine 
moments, including a bit in “Clearance” that’s simply awesome. My 
problem with this is, as usual, the vocals. They aren’t terrible by any 
means, but I would enjoy this a whole lot more if they were a little less 
throat tearing; in some songs they are fine, but others are a little too 
much; it’s a shame because they have some good lyrics. As ever, 
that’s a bit of a bugbear for me and on the whole this is a good record 
on lovely splattered vinyl. 

Farewell To Arms: www. farewelltoarms. org (Tony) 

FOR THOSE LOST "This Is Our Fight” Engineer 

Last minute reviews will never get the time they deserve, so sorry, but 
needs must. Pictures of bad DIY stuff make up the cover: a rusty 
hammer, a bit of skirting with a nail & a crowbar. Confused? I think they 
might be trying to scare you... me neither. Musically, it’s in the emo- 
screamo metal vein. Rasping vocals that sound like one tantrum too 
many, mixed with normal vocals. Crunching guitars, solo-ing & chugga 
chugging were all on the shopping list. In a word, metal. This is pretty 
good, nothing spectacular, but pretty darn good. Given time I might like 
this, but there is nothing that grabs me on the first listen. There is a 
collection of jigsaw blades pictured on the CD itself, are these dudes 
sponsored by B&Q? 

Engineer: 1 Chandos Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2NY - 
www. engineerrecords. com (Mike) 

46 SHORT “Truth Denied” CD TKO 

This is great; high energy punk rock that sounds very like the early US 
hardcore bands; the sort of thing that really got me into the whole US 
thing back in the ‘80s, bands that were fast, abrasive but still tuneful 
and that’s what I liked then, and what I still prefer now. The closest 
comparison would be Freeze, in fact in places it’s very like Freeze, 
which is not something I’m going to complain about that’s for sure. 
“Truth Denied” is an album that’s going to get repeated plays, and 
that’s not something I can say about a lot of stuff I get to hear these 
days. 

TKO: 8941 Atlanta Avenue #505, Huntington Beach, CA 92646, 
USA - www. tkorecords. com (T ony) 

FREE DIAMONDS “There Should Be More Dancing” CD Deep Elm 

And another Deep Elm release that strays from the beaten path. This is 
a funny old one, wasn’t sure what to make of it when I first heard them, 
then they played in Boro and I enjoyed them live, and then this came in 
for review. It’s one those releases that needs to be listened to several 
times at least, for me anyway, the main talking point being the vocals. 
They are sung in a very “affected” kind of way and could be best 
described as “quirky” and make me think of old American “New Wave” 
bands, but once you get used to them they really start to work with the 
music, which is rather crazy, jazzy, all over the shop, “angular” stuff, 
but all the time retaining a strong melody throughout. It all sounds 
pretty chaotic to begin with but it isn’t and now I’m really getting into it 
more and more with each listen, great stuff. Strange art work that 
seems to revolve around a pair of low top Chuck Taylors, the lyrics 
don’t seem to make a whole lot of sense, but then I didn’t really expect 
them to, a great sound and a top release. 

Deep Elm: PO Box 5260, Clover, SC 29710, USA - 
www. dee pel m. com (si) 
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FUCKED UP “Triumph Of Life” CD Go Down Fighting 

I have been slower than most to catch on to Fucked Up, when it was 
announced they were playing Southampton everyone got very excited, 

I asked “who?” Then Jade Tree signed them and I listened to a tack on 
their website and wasn’t particularly impressed, it was ok but nothing to 
rave about I didn’t think; so I went along to see them not expecting too 
much, but they were great, certainly one of the best bands to play in 
town for a while. Anyway, Peter Bower put out a 7” for their tour and 
this is the CD version, although it has three tracks as opposed to the 
two on the 7”. The songs are longer and a little slower than I was 
expecting, but then I only have their live performance to compare it to, 
however it’s still powerful and menacing and angry sounding. You all 
know and love this band already, so it only leaves me to say that I like 
this. 

Go Down Fighting: PO Box 132, Leeds, LS6 2RR - 
www. peterbowerrecords. tk (Tony) 

THE GOP “England Sucks” 7” Blind Spot 

Nice clear vinyl, pictures of the band in Black Flag, Avengers and 
Negative Approach t-shirts and pretty neat fast punk rock; all is good it 
would seem. Except that The GOP are one of those bands who think 
they’re “funny”; they say “fag” and things like that, they’re pretty dumb. 
Oh and you know why England sucks? Is it because of our history of 
bigotry and imperialism? Is it because our government blindly followed 
the US into Iraq? Is it because the ingrained racism and immorality of 
our tabloid press? Nope, England apparently sucks because people 
have names like Charles and Roy and because Crass suck ass! Well, I 
guess any band that opens a verse with the line “Fuckin’ pussies don’t 
know what hardcore is / they’d rather sit round and draw with jizz!” are 
masters of comedy. Oh, and the sleeve is done to look like one of 
those old Crass Record sleeves, that’s irony that is. This is limited to 
300; hopefully you’ll get lucky and miss out. 

Blind Spot: PO Box 40064, Portland, OR 97240, USA - 
www.blindspotrecs.com (Tony) 

GRACER “Voices Travel” Revelation 

Upset at the demise of Elliott? Well cry no more ‘cause Gracer are 
here to fill that void. Though not carbon copies of said band these guys 
are doing a very similar thing I reckon, and are even produced by 
Kevin Ratterman who was in Elliott and the artwork and photography 
was done by Chris Higdon the singer/guitarist Elliott guy. I liked Elliott a 
whole lot and these guys are really making me feel good as I listen, 
long songs that build up, great powerful sounding drumming, dreamy 
sounding vocals. These guys are bit more straight up ROCK generally I 
would say but that’s no bad thing, real nice stuff indeed. Track 6 
“hands” is an acoustic number and is just lovely as is the next one 
“nowhere" which is just mainly piano and voice. Cool artwork and great 
production as you would expect from Rev. 

Revelation: PO Box 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615, USA - 
www.revelationrecords. com (si) 

GUTTERMOUTH “Beyond Warped” CD Immergent 

One of those double sided disc things again, blah blah; although unlike 
the other CDs I’ve had in this series, these are studio songs. I’ve 
always hated Guttermouth; I can’t stand those stupid and supposedly 
“funny” lyrics, and musically I’ve never really found them that 
interesting; they’re just a dumb band that I can do without. 

Inmergent: www. immergent. com (Tony) 

HEROIC DOSES “Ethnic Cleansing” CDR demo 

Not sure what to make of this really, it’s not what I was expecting at all. 
The vocals remind me of someone, but I can’t think who, which is odd 
because it’s quite a distinctive style. Musically it’s basic punk rock, 
bashed out with enthusiasm and at times I’m reminded of Dan or Sofa 
Head, and at other times some of the early ‘80s anarcho bands that 
appeared on the “Bullshit Detector” compilations. Not quite sure what 
they’re singing about because there’s no lyrics on the sleeve, just 
some lovely photos. 

Heroic Doses: www. heroicdoses. co. uk (Tony) 

MIC AH P. HINSON “Presents The Baby And The Satellite” Jade 
Tree 

This is some pretty downbeat, folky sounding Indie Rock, very sad 
sounding, and just the thing for those more mellow moments, like now, 
reviewing on a sunny afternoon after a nightshift. It’s just being 
released but is older stuff recorded back in 2000 and then redone in 
2004, and you get both versions on here. There’s 9 tracks shown but 
the 9 th is just the entire thing again in its original 2000 home recorded 
version. The man himself is a youngish chap I believe, but he has the 
voice of a 50 year old smoker, and he’s helped out by a few friends to 
make a pretty sparse sounding mainly acoustic ensemble. The drums 
are programmed but they sound pretty “proper drums” to me , there’s 


keyboards and samples too, not sure if it’s just my current mood but I 
think I prefer the older more lo-fi recordings, but I’m happy to have the 
2 to choose from. Very mellow and as I said “sad” sounding, but I like 
it! 

Jade Tree: 2310 Kennwynn Rd, Wilmington, DE 19810, USA - 
www.iadetree. com (si) 

HOPE YOU CHOKE s/t CD One percent 

The cover to this is cool with cartoon skeletal soldiers on the attack. 
Well, it appeals to the teenage boy in me. Someone should get him out 
before I get in trouble! Seriously, Hope You Choke formed from the 
ashes of Holding On and were going for fast paced metallic hardcore 
with breakdowns, Blood For Blood mixed with Integrity. To you and me 
that’s Tuff guy hardcore and that is exactly what this sounds like. You 
can sum this up with the first line of the first song; “motherfucker bring 
it on time to settle this once and for all” and no sense on irony? This 
does nothing for my soul, but it’s a guilty secret. I love this. Bare 
chested, tattooed tub-thumping, macho bravado. I am stomping around 
my room with the stereo up to 1 1 . 

One percent: Po Box 141048 Minneapolis MN 55414, USA - 
www.onepercentrecords. com (Mike) 

THE HORROR “The Fear, The Terror, The Horror” LP Crimescene 

For my money this is the best thing The Horror have done, especially 
the songs on side two. They’ve taken their foot off the pedal just a 
fraction and Andy’s vocals are better; it’s not a radical change in 
sound, in fact it’s not a change at all, bits still remind me of bands like 
Discharge, MDC and Heresy; it’s still powerful, hard hitting and fast; 
the lyrics are still good, it’s just that The Horror have honed their sound 
and these 18 songs make for a great album. 

Crimescene: www. crimescenerecords. co. uk (Tony) 

ICON A.D. “Lest We Forget” CD Overground 

Another great release from Overground; I con A.D. were a band I liked 
back in the early ‘80s but they only released a couple of EPs, and I 
only managed to get hold of one of them, the second “Let The Vultures 
Fly”, so it’s nice to have this 23 track CD. I’m surprised they weren’t 
more of a well known band, they certainly had the songs; they were 
aligned to the anarcho scene, but they had enough in common with 
bands like Abrasive Wheels (a fellow Leeds band that they knew), 
Chron Gen and the more musical bands to have appealed to a wider 
punk crowd the way the Subhumans did. They could also be compared 
to Rubella Ballet or Hagar The Womb, they certainly had songs as 
good, if not better, than both those bands. As well as the two EPs this 
has songs from their Peel session, demos and an unreleased EP; the 
package has some good, and interesting sleeve notes as well. 
Overground: PO Box 1NW, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE99 1NW - 
www. overaroundrecords. co. uk (T ony) 

THE INOCULATORS “Dropped Their Brains” CD Label 

A band new to me from Los Angeles in the USA a city that seems to 
churn out endless punk bands! Mind you having been there it is a big 
place! So to the Inoculators! Fourteen tracks of noisy but melodic punk 
tinged with a bit of ska in places is the best way to describe them. The 
music is good and well played taking its influences from all across the 
punk spectrum and the CD gets better with the more plays you give it. 
The lyrics are a real mixed bag with songs ranging from ‘Devilwhore’ 
about working girls in Amsterdam to ‘Not My President’ about 
President Bush bless him! This is a totally DIY release but I’m not sure 
what the main man Murphy Lynch and his Inoculators will have to do to 
rise above the rest in the big city for all their efforts! Good stuff and 
worth a listen any day. 

Inoculators: www.inoculators.com (Gaz) 

ISAWS “Burnt Offering” Spiral Archive CD 

This is a compilation of tracks from a couple of cassette only albums 
that were released back in 1978 and 1979. It’s pretty typical 1977 style 
punk rock, with some of the songs incorporating a very X-Ray Spex 
style sax. A lot of bands were forming bands in the wake of the Sex 
Pistols, Clash, Damned etc and a good many of them sounded just like 
this. I’ve always liked that early sound, and the fact that kids were 
seizing the opportunity to form bands. Of course not every band was 
great, for a lot of them the energy and enthusiasm were more 
important than the quality of the songs. There’s nothing wrong with that 
of course, but there is a reason that bands like ISAWS were never 
household names. I quite like some of these songs, but I’m not sure 
they’ll have wide appeal now. Members from this band went on to play 
in other bands, but the only one I recognised was Venus Fly Trap who 
were featured in an early issue of SD. 

ISA WS: PO Box 210, Northampton, NN2 6AU - 
alex(a)SDiralarchive. com (Tony) 
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JOHN KASTNER “Have You Been Lucky?” CD Boss Tuneage 

John Kastner was in the Asexuals, I quite liked them, when he left he 
formed The Doughboys and I really liked their first two or three albums; 
since then he’s been in All Systems Go who I don’t really know too 
well. Anyway, this solo album is like everything he’s previously been 
involved in and more. Some of these songs are great slices of melodic 
punk rock that recall The Doughboys at their best, others don’t quite hit 
the mark for me, but I reckon there’s more hits than misses. Kastner 
has surrounded himself with friends to make this record, and he has 
some friends you may know; Marc Arnold was in Big Drill Car and is 
now in All Systems Go, Jonathon Cummings was in The Doughboys 
and some guy called Alex Liefson who is in some band called Rush; 
they all play guitar on here at various times. Karl Alvarez plays bass on 
“Testify All Over Me”, a song that has vocals from Lee Ving (yes, him 
from Fear). There’s probably some other “big names” on this album 
that I’m not cool enough to recognise. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SCI 9 2WB - 
www.bosstuneage. com (Tony) 

JUNIPER SKY “Don’t Forget” CD Textbook 

This is a total ROCK record ala maybe Soundgarden and their ilk 
which I find ok but pretty dull, especially a full albums worth. Just been 
on the website and it says they sound unlike any other band out there? 
So yeah, a modern ROCK band, if that’s your bag, check it out. 

Textbook Music: PO Box 790445, Middle Village, NY 11379, USA - 
www.textbookmusic.com (si) 

LA PAR FORCE “Work Ethic” CD Dancing In The Dark 

This CD came with the Tim Barry one, it’s on the same label and they 
are touring with him around Europe both supporting him and being his 
backing band apparently, also I think one of the band members owns 
the label. This is pretty mellow indie rock stuff, with female vocals, and 
are from Germany, though they sing in English. The first 5 tracks are 
studio recorded and the other 10 are live, bit odd? The live tracks are 
real good sound quality though and are a bit more “Rocking” than the 
studio tracks. Didn’t really do that much for me, don’t know why ‘cause 
I can dig this kind of thing usually, it just seems a bit bland and passed 
me by rather, sorry. 

Dancing in the Dark: c/o Ronsberger, Brunnweg 6, 93080 Pentling, 
Germany - www. dancinginthedark. de (si) 

LA SALLE “Expedition Songs” CD Thick 

So turns out this is 2 guys from Small Brown Bike, a band I rather liked, 
plus a lady who is married to one of the ex SMB guys, I like that, family 
and friends. This is more “mature” sounding than SMB though, though 
not a million miles from the last stuff if I remember right. It sounds a bit 
Karate in places but with a much fuller sound, does anyone sound as 
sparse as Karate? Shared male/female vocals, melodic but angular 
sounding songs and sounding like it should be on Second Nature 
Records to me. A good bit of variety between slow songs and faster 
more ROCK numbers and others somewhere in between. I likes. 

Thick: www. thickrecords. com (si) 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE “Grey” CD Southern 

The four track “Grey” EP was released by Crass records in 1983 and 
was produced by Penny Rimbaud; this CD also contains the ten tracks 
that made up the “Sirens Are Back” LP, released a year later on 
Corpus Christi. The EP starts off well enough with an up beat early Joy 
Division style song; however the two that follow aren’t as good despite 
still having that Joy Division sound, they lack the energy of the opener. 

I did quite like the fourth track which was similar to the first, but with a 
slight Banshees feel to it. The LP tracks are a lot better, although not 
vastly different in style, just more interesting, with hints of Crass, early 
Adam & The Antz, Flux Of Pink Indians and even The Fall. Not the 
best example of 1980s UK anarcho punk, but good to have as I 
completely missed Lack Of Knowledge, despite being aware that the 
band existed. 

Southern.PO Box 59, London, N22 1AR - www.southern.net (Tony) 

THE LAWRENCE ARMS “Oh! Calcutta!” CD Fat Wreck 

This is the first time I’ve ever really listened to The Lawrence Arms, 
apart from a few odd tracks on compilations I haven’t really paid too 
much attention to them, not for any real reason it’s just that our paths 
have never crossed up until now. But I quite like their Samiam/Hot 
Water Music hybrid sound; melodic punk rock with rough edges and 
nice gravel-throated vocals that flowed along nicely. “Oh! Calcutta!” 
wasn’t as uplifting as, say, The Loved Ones album was, but I did quite 
enjoy it all the same. 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (Tony) 


LIFETIME “Somewhere In The Swamps Of Jersey” CD Jade Tree 
The long awaited release of the legendary Lifetime early stuff and oh 
it’s worth the wait! A really beautiful release indeed. A double disc and 
booklet all wrapped up in a card cover affair, it’s a must have for 
anyone who likes more tuneful hardcore punk. Tony and I had this 
puppy pre-ordered as soon as it came up for pre-order, a sad old pair 
really. And while I’m the first to agree that the last 2 albums Lifetime 
put out are by far the best stuff they did, “Hello Bastards” and “Jersey’s 
Best Dancers”, this is still very much worth getting. The first disc 
contains the B-side to the “Boys no good” 7”, the “tinnitus” tracks, some 
remixes of newer stuff and a Billy Bragg cover! A track off the “Land of 
Greed.... World of Need” comp, a remixed version of the “Background” 
album and the “Lifetime” 7” tracks, Disc B has the original version of 
the “Background” LP and a live set from ’92. All put together by the 
band so people who wanted to hear this stuff could, and I know I did! 
Jade Tree: 2310 Kennwynn Rd, Wilmington, DE 19810, USA - 
www.iadetree. com (si) 

LITTERBUG “Speaking Through The Gaps” CD JSNTGM 

Never wanting to be a normal run of the mill ‘punk/alternative’ label, 
JSNTGM have released this Litterbug CD in order to maintain that 
outlook. The band features Andy H the label's head of order and 
reason but is led by some very able male/female vocals that remind me 
of Siouxsie and Penetration in places. So those comparisons can be 
added to those of The Pixies and Superchunk that have gone before. 
Seven mid-paced melodic tracks that can’t necessarily be described as 
punk but the influences are there. The other pleasing thing is that 
Blackpool can occasionally throw up something other than the vomit of 
organised stag parties after a night at Yeates and a few drunken Punks 
at a festival! 

JSNTGM: PO Box 1025, Blackpool, FY3 OEB - www.isntgm.com 
(Gaz) 

LOVE EQUALS DEATH “Nightmerica” CD Fat Wreck 

Never heard of these guys and wasn’t expecting much going off the 
artwork, thought I’d be hearing either a cookie cutter “screamo” band 
like the millions of others or maybe an AFI rip off band. However I was 
very pleasantly surprised indeed, this is real good stuff! It’s that 
early/90’s SF fast melodic punk/hardcore sound ala Screw 32 and 
early AFI (see I told you!), thoroughly enjoyed the listen. One track, 
track 8, “Numb”, sounds quite a bit like the mighty Four Letter Word to 
me. The last track is a slow acoustic number which finishes it off nicely. 
Production is done by Bill Stevenson and Jason Livermore at the 
Blasting Rooms so you know that’s the shizzle! Lyrics are good, some 
personal, some good political stuff. Not keen on the artwork, it’s very 
“goth” looking, but I can live with that, this will be getting plenty more 
plays from me. 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (si) 

THE LOVED ONES “Keep Your Heart” CD Fat Wreck 

There is always a slight worry when a band featuring people who’ve 
previously been in bands I really like puts out an album, I mean these 
guys have been in Kid Dynamite, The Curse, Trial By Fire and Paint It 
Black, that’s a lot to live up to. Of course I already have the Loved 
Ones demo and Jade Tree EP, so I know they can write good songs, 
but so far they’ve been a band I like without being one I really love, but 
that didn’t stop me looking forward to this album, even if it was with a 
little trepidation and if I’m honest I was preparing myself for a little 
disappointment; but, right from the start this is a wonderful album, so 
much better than I was even hoping for. I guess you know that this 
band play driving, melodic punk rock and comparisons aren’t really 
needed, but as I’ve been listening to this memories of various other 
bands have come flooding back; “Keep Your Heart” may not sound 
exactly like Moving Targets, Jawbreaker, Husker Du, Lifetime, Stiff 
Little Fingers or The Clash, but The Loved Ones manage to capture 
bits and pieces from them all and then come out sounding just like, 
well, The Loved Ones. It’s going to take a very special album to top this 
one this year because this is simply brilliant. 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (Tony) 

THE MEMBERS “The Chelsea Nightclub” CD Captain Oi 

The Members were a great band, and one I don’t play enough; but 
despite not digging out their records as often as some other bands 
from punk’s past I have always liked them. So, I am grateful to Captain 
Oi for re-releasing this, their classic debut album, as I’ve been playing 
it a lot. The Members, like contemporary bands such as The Ruts, 
Clash and SLF, were as good playing reggae as they were punk; it 
wasn’t like today’s crappy ska-punk bands, they made it work and “At 
The Chelsea Nightclub” showcases that mix perfectly. The album 
wasn’t your usual punk rock album, it started with an instrumental, and 
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included some songs that weren’t 100 mph bursts of anger, but the 
whole package worked really well and it’s very listenable. As ever 
Captain Oi have looked after all our needs with 8 bonus tracks 
featuring their debut 7”, the typical late 70s punk rage of “Fear On The 
Streets” an anti-National Front attack, the brilliant “Offshore Banking 
Business” and 7” versions of the LP tracks, and my two favourite 
Members songs, “Solitary Confinement” and the genuine punk rock 
classic that is “Sound Of The Suburbs”. Also it was nice to have sleeve 
notes from Nicky Tesco. 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP10 8QA - 
www. cap tainoi. com (Tony) 

THE MEMBERS “1980 - The Choice Is Yours” CD Captain Oi 

Before this arrived I couldn’t have told you what The Members second 
album was called let alone what it was like, and to be honest I wouldn’t 
have even been sure they’d done a second long player. It’s a lot more 
pop sounding than their debut; they were progressing and heading in a 
much more “new wave” direction. It was 1980 and the ska revival was 
happening and that influence is reflected here, with “Clean Man” being 
particularly like The Specials, probably because it features Rico 
Rodriguez. There’s a little “London Calling” sound to this at times and 
even Boomtown Rats. But, this is ok, and I enjoyed it, musically it’s 
easy on the ear without being wimpy pop, it doesn’t have instantly 
great songs like “Sound Of The Suburbs”, and “Muzak Machine" may 
be the only song to that would have fitted seamlessly on to “At The 
Chelsea Nightclub”, but this album is a real grower and I’m pleased I’ve 
finally got to hear it. Better late than never I guess. As ever there are 
bonus tracks and sleeve notes from a member of the band. 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP 10 8QA - 
www. cap tainoi. com (Tony) 

THE MERCURY LEAGUE “La Libertad No Es Un Show” CD Totai 
Sell-out 

Now here’s band that has been around a while, hasn’t rushed into 
recording, other than a few great demos, and always put on an 
amazing live show and seems to have built up a decent following just 
by touring, which is how it’s supposed to be isn’t it? Maybe I’m just old. 
And so here’s their “debut” release, and the wait has most certainly 
been worth it, this is great stuff indeed. Glen Open Season said the 
other week when these guys played “how come ML always seem to be 
a lot louder than everyone else every time they play ?” and it’s true, I 
think their guitars must go up to 11? They have a real “full on” sound 
and at first it all sounds pretty chaotic I think, but once you get to know 
the songs and watch them a few times you realise they’re a real tight 
band. Who do they sound like? Well that’s not easy to answer; they’re 
like a crazy fast, more hardcore HWM maybe? They all sing/shout and 
have great lyrics and if you see this pick it up and go see them live 
given the chance. 

Total Sell-out: www.totalselloutrecords.com (si) 

THE MERCY SUITE “Crestfallen” CD Bombed Out 

Another release from this pretty long running but not that prolific band, 
but all the releases they do have are top stuff. Really strong melodic 
punk like from days of yore , man I loved it , but got kind of burned out 
on it , but listening to this takes me right back and makes me feel all 
warm inside . They have some great “metal licks” and give off a real 
vibe of loving what they’re doing, especially live, though very much so 
on here too. 14 tracks and not one duffer. One vocalist, the main one, 
is a “proper” singer while the other dude is a screamer and it works real 
well together. Excellent production, great lyrics too, it’s all good. If you 
have a liking for old style pop punk but done with plenty of variety then 
you will be loving this, it’s top stuff. 

Bombed Out: PO Box 17, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS8 1UP - 
www.bombedout.com (si) 

MIA RIDDLE / JAMES BLACK split CD Clean It Up 

10 tracks here, 5 apiece. First up is Mia Riddle, one lady and her 
acoustic guitar with a little bit of help in places. Slow paced, sparse and 
mellow sounding songs, it works really well, pretty “traditional” 
sounding female singer/songwriter stuff I would say if I were a lazy 
reviewer, and lord knows I am ! Next up is 5 tracks from James Black 
and he’s goes for the old one man and his electric guitar/Billy Bragg 
sounding fare and you can’t get enough of that as far as I’m concerned 
, went to see old Billy t’other night and it was fantastic! But I digress. 
Really cool artwork which is “split” too, both opposite ways up, and like 
The sWord is being put out really cheap, £2 each I think, which is 
awesome! Excellent. 

Clean It Up: www. cleanituprecords. com (si) 

THE MOTHERFUCKERS Demo Cassette Squinty Joe 

Jeez, it’s been a while since I reviewed a demo cassette; once a staple 
for new bands the demo tape has been superseded by the CDR. I 


have to say I don’t miss tapes at all, but at the same time it is kind of 
cool to be reviewing a demo tape again. Anyway, this is good, thrashy 
hardcore with songs about zombies, skateboarding, people who don’t 
read zines and the gentrification of punk rock. It may be basic and the 
recording may not be the best, but I like it, the spirit and energy is there 
and sometimes that’s enough for me. However, at times the vocals are 
a little annoying, like a yelping version of Andy Bryant (The Horror); it’s 
a shame because on several of the songs they’re good and suit the 
music a lot better. But, that aside, this is a pretty good demo, and 
there’s a nice touch on the lyrics sheet where they list where each 
sample was taken from. I’ll leave the last words to the band, from “Play 
Fast” - “We started bands and zines and we stopped eating meat / not 
for girls or cash. You just jumped on the latest trend that’s spreading 
like a rash.” 

Squinty Joe: www.mvsDace.com/sauintvioerecords 

themotherlovers(8)Jiotmail. com (Tony) 

THE MOTORS “The Motors 1” CD Captain Oi 

THE MOTORS “Approved By The Motors” CD Captain Oi 

THE MOTORS “Tenement Steps” CD Captain Oi 

If anyone mentions The Motors to me, not something that happens a 
lot I have to admit, then two songs come to mind, “Dancing The Night 
Away”, which I liked, and “Airport” which I didn’t. Now Captain Oi have 
re-released their three albums, the first of which I was particularly 
interested in as it features “Dancing The Night Away”, and I was hoping 
for more of the same New Wave Power Pop. However, for the most 
part it’s more Pub Rock Pop than anything else and not really the sort 
of thing that holds my interest for every long. The bonus tracks, which 
are from singles are the best songs featured. 

“Approved By The Motors” starts with “Airport” and I was hoping that 
as I hadn’t heard it for so long that it would sound better than I 
remembered; sadly it didn’t. This album really is too pop for me; it’s the 
sort of stuff that used to really turn me off when it came on Top Of The 
Pops when all I wanted to see was Generation X or Stiff Little Fingers. 
“You Beat The Hell Out Of Me” stands out a mile, but only because it 
sounds like the sort of thing I liked pre-punk - Mud or Suzi Quatro or 
something like that. 

While still not really being the sort of thing I have ever liked, 
“Tenement Steps” is the best of the three Motors albums; it has a 
more experimental feel, and bits that remind me of Sparks and others 
that sound a little like later Boomtown Rats. The ‘80s style keyboards 
are horrible, but the better songs have guitars with a dirtier sound and 
although these songs are still pop, they have a harder edge, not quite 
New Wave, but the closest they’d got since “Dancing The Night Away”. 
Some of the tracks are awful, but some I can listen to. Lots of bonus 
tracks, as you always get from Captain Oi, but still not an album I’ll be 
playing too much. 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP 10 8QA - 
www. caotainoi. com (Tony) 

MY HERO DIED TODAY “From Our Cold Dead Hands” Dancing in 
the Dark 

This is the complete discography of MHDT, 21 tracks of oppressively 
intense noise. Like a heavy goods train thundering through St Denys 
station this has speed, brutal intent and the semblance of a rhythm. 
Every so often the songs hit a groove, only to swerve violently to avoid 
that trap. An hour of this stuff is pretty tough going and I admire the 
man who does it in one sitting. I will also call him names; well he’s 
obviously deaf. The layout of the liner notes is such that a lazy punk 
like me won’t bother reading them and most of it is in German, so what 
would be the point, all the German I learnt was from Action and 
Warlord comics. 

Dancing in the Dark: c/o Ronsberger,Brunweg 6, 93080 Pending, 
Germany (Mike) 

NAUSEA “The Punk Terrorist Anthology Vol.1” CD Alternative 
Tentacles 

I only have the Nausea album, “Extinction”, and although I haven’t 
played it for years I do remember liking it; those tracks are on here and 
are the best ones, I wasn’t so into the earlier songs. Nausea were from 
New York had a duel male/female vocal attack and played aggressive, 
heavy anarcho punk with good lyrics. They featured members of bands 
like Reagan Youth and Chaos UK and were also included on 
Revelation’s “The Way It Is” compilation with a song that’s featured on 
this CD. There’s a cover of a couple of Discharge songs on here too, 
and that is a good indication of their sort of sound, although they were 
never as fast as Stoke’s finest. 

Alternative Tentacles: PO Box 419092, San Francisco, CA 94141- 
9092, USA - www. alternativetentacles. com (Tony) 
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THE NAZI DOGS “Chase The Man” CD TKO 

Rock and Roll punk with songs that buzz along at a nice pace; not 
really my sort of thing, and the lyrics don’t really have anything to say 
much of the time. It has a sort of funny sound, like they were trying to 
get an authentic “old” sound. At times it kind of reminds me of Rocket 
From The Crypt, but only a little bit. There’s a Devo cover too. 

TKO: 8941 Atlanta Ave. #505, Huntington Beach, CA 92646, USA - 
www. tkorecords. com (Tony) 

NECK “Everybody’s Welcome To The Hooley!” CD Militant 
Entertainment 

This is an anti-racist anthem that was launched to coincide with St. 
Patrick’s day. Neck sound like the Pogues, and I mean exactly like The 
Pogues; so if that’s your bag then you could do worse than check this 
out. I’m not a big fan of the Pogues, but I do hate racism. 

Militant Entertainment: www.millitantentertainment.com (Tony) 

NEW MEXICAN DISASTER SQUAD “Don’t Believe” CD Jade Tree 

Blazing, melodic punk rock that bursts out at you from the start and 
doesn’t let up until it’s done, 14 songs later. Taking their influences 
from the greats of 1980’s US hardcore (“Destroy At All Costs” tips it’s 
hat to 7 Seconds’ “Here’s Your Warning") while also injecting a more 
modern sound that enables this album to stand along side 
contemporaries like Western Addiction and Strike Anywhere; although 
instead of the more polished sound those two bands have showcased 
on their most recent releases, there is more of an edge to their sound, 
a roughness that I really like. I’ve been playing this album a lot over the 
past few weeks, and it’s certainly their best release yet. 

Jade Tree: 2310 Kennwynn Road, DE 19810, USA - 
www.iadetree. com (Tony) 

NINE DAYS TO NO ONE “Ark” CD Engineer 

Slipped this in the PC so I could quickly type up a review and there is 
some messed up mpeg of some dude getting big fishhooks stuck 
through the skin of his back & hoisted into the air on my screen. Not for 
the squeamish, but I guess that is the point. Musically, there is far too 
much of this stuff around now for anything other than truly great music 
to stand out. This is not in that category, not on the couple of listens it 
got here and sorry, it ain’t gonna get the chance to be a grower. If you 
haven’t got all the noisy, screamo tosh you can live with, then this is 
good. Track 5 is only 1 minute 28 seconds and that got my vote. Plenty 
of screaming about god knows what. 

Engineer: 1 Chandos Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2NY - 
www.engineerrecords. com (Mike) 

NOFX “Wolves In Wolves’ Clothing” CD Fat Wreck 

I haven’t actually heard a NOFX album for a few years, in fact not since 
“I Heard They Suck Live”, but I have to say that, musically, nothing 
much changes and this is exactly how I would expect a NOFX album to 
sound like. Lyrically I guess they have become a little more serious 
over the years, but apart from that this is unmistakably NOFX. 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (Tony) 

NONE MORE BLACK This Is Satire” CD Fat Wreck 

The first None More Black album started strongly but it took me a while 
to get into the rest of it, I kept playing it and suddenly realised that I 
really liked it. This, new, album also has a strong start, but that strong 
start lasts longer then the first two or three tracks, and I have been into 
most of this album right from the start. There are two or three songs 
that I don’t like that much, but most of this is None More Black doing 
what None More Black do best; great melodic punk rock with one of 
the best voices around. If you like None More Black then you’re going 
to like this. 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (Tony 

NOTHING DONE s/t CD Dead & Gone 

Pissed off, angry hardcore from Holland that really hits the spot. The 
songs are short, to the point and although they aren’t blisteringly fast, 
they are still powerful and full of venom; there are elements of Black 
Flag here, some Tear It Up too, but the band that springs to mind most 
when I’m listening to this is Drop Dead. There are recordings from 
three different sessions here as well as some decent quality live 
recordings making up the 31 tracks and I like this a lot. 

Dead & Gone: 17 Driver Street, Sheffield, SI 3 9WP - 
www.deadandgone.co.uk (Tony) 

ONE DAY LIFE “Friends In Name Only” CD self released 

This is not too bad at all, despite the press sheet calling it “100% pure 
pop punk.” Does the term “pop-punk” actually mean anything? I hear 
people call all sorts of different bands pop punk, it drives me to 


distraction. This is good, solid, driving, melodic punk, nothing original 
or ground breaking, but who cares about that? Sometimes all you want 
is a nice powerful tune, and there are certainly enough of those in 
these four songs. Reminds me a little of bands like Hooton 3 Car, 
Travis Cut, One Car Pile Up, Southpaw etc, although I wouldn’t say it 
particularly sounds like, any of those bands, but it’s that sort of thing; 
it’s certainly better than I was expecting anyway. 

One Day Life: www. oneda vlife. co. uk (Tony) 

P.A.I.N. “Oh My God! We’re Doing It!” CD Iron Man 

P.A.I.N have been around for quite a while now and have matured to 
the point where they can make me like something other than straight 
forward, fast, three chord punk (Just!). Their blend of punk, reggae and 
ska with decent political lyrics that give you a bit to think about remind 
me a lot of Culture Shock in places. For those of you who don’t know 
who Culture Shock were, they rose from the ashes of the Subhumans 
in the mid 80s and we re fronted by Dick Lucas. The nine tracks on 
this CD hold your attention well and have chilled me down nicely as I 
prepare for another night shift. 

Iron Man: www.ironmanrecords.co. u k - P.A.I.N PO Box 9121, 
Birmingham, B13 8AU (Gaz) 

PANIC “Circles” Reflections 

I have been aware of this Boston band for a little while, and I know 
about their previous bands, but this is the first time I’ve actually heard 
them; and pretty impressed I am too. It starts off sounding like early 
Nerve Agents, and it carries on in similar fashion, which is just fine and 
dandy as far as I’m concerned; I’m all for cool, non-metallic, hardcore 
with gravel throated, but not horribly screamed, vocals. It has an early 
US hardcore feel to it as well at times, which is another plus point. I’ve 
played this quite a lot today and I can’t see it being one of those CDs 
that goes into a box never to be played again, it’s even going to get a 
proper case. 

Reflections: Klarendalseweg 456-457, 6822 GW Arnhem, Holland - 
www.reflectionsrecords. com (Tony) 

PANSY DIVISION “The Essential...” CD Alternative Tentacles 

I have three Pansy Division albums even though they’ve never really 
been one of my favourites. I haven’t listened to them for quite a while, 
but playing through this reminded me how funny some of their songs 
are; songs like “Anthem”, “I’m Gonna Be A Slut” and “Groovy 
Underwear” are good melodic punk songs with some funny lyrics. So, 
here you have 31 songs taken from their numerous albums and EPs 
and a DVD featuring 15 video clips. Normally I’m not a fan of lyrics 
about love and sex, I’ve always thought punk bands should be singing 
about more important things; but the fact that these songs are about 
gay love and sex is in itself subversive, even in the world of punk rock. 
It shouldn’t be the case, but I’m afraid that some people who are 
supposedly liberal and open minded are still shocked at such 
openness about same sex relationships. There are also more serious 
songs like “Political Asshole” and also “No Protection”, a song about 
safe sex, something that everyone, gay or straight, should take notice 
of. Not every song on here is a winner, but it is still a pretty good 
compilation. 

Alternative Tentacles: PO Box 419092, San Francisco, CA 94141- 
9092, USA - www. alternativetentacles. com (Tony) 

PENETRATION “Moving Targets” CD Captain Oi 

Penetration were among the first punk bands I got into; I heard “Don’t 
Dictate” pretty early on, probably on John Peel I would guess, and that 
was enough to make them one of my early favourites. Anyway, I did 
buy this album, but not straight away, I picked up another Penetration 
record first, a bootleg (I think) called “Race Against Time” which 
featured demos and live tracks, and that didn’t come out until a year 
after the release of their debut. When I did finally get “Moving Targets” 
it became a frequent visitor to my turntable, despite being a lot more 
melodic and accessible than a lot of bands I was getting into at that 
time, and tracks like “Life’s A Gamble”, “Free Money” and the cover of 
the Buzzcocks’ “Nostalgia” became firm favourites. This still sounds 
good today, and 5 bonus tracks include my two favourite Penetration 
songs; “Don’t Dictate” and “Firing Squad”. Another great re-release 
from Captain Oi. 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP 10 8QA - 
www. captainoi. com (Tony) 

DUANE PETERS & THE HUNS “Beyond Warped” CD/DVD 
Immergent 

This is one of those strange double sided discs, a CD one side and 
DVD the other, I’ve never got the DVD side to work though. Oh well. 
Anyway, these live tracks are the first things I’ve heard from The Huns, 
but not being a fan of US Bombs I wasn’t expecting too much from this, 
but it’s not too bad. The Huns just play straight ahead dirty punk rock, 
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and I prefer the bits that the female bass player (I don’t know her 
name) sings though. I’m still not into the whole Warped Tour thing 
though. 

Inmergent: www. immeraent. com (Tony) 

THE PHOENIX FOUNDATION “Falling” LP Combat Rock Industry 

This is, at times, mellow, there are acoustic guitars in some of the 
songs and it’s certainly not what you’d call “hardcore”; but I am really 
enjoying this. I guess the easiest comparisons would be Husker Du 
and Moving Targets, but I know that singer/guitarist Jallu is into his 
mid-late ‘80s UK punk bands, and there are definitely elements of 
those bands in these songs; it’s not anything that leaps out at you, but 
every now and then a vocal pattern or a guitar bit will have me thinking 
of a band from that era, I would also say that the old UK anarcho 
bands have had an influence on The Phoenix Foundation too, but 
again not in any overtly obvious way. The packaging is also great, the 
front cover looks a little like the first Flux Of Pink Indians album, while 
the back reminds me of Dead Kennedys artwork; the gatefold sleeve 
opens out into what looks like an old Subhumans or Crass sleeve. This 
is great, and having seen them last night I can say that they are a great 
live band too; I’m not sure I’ve ever heard anyone else playing a 
Political Asylum cover either. 

Combat Rock Industry: PO Box 65, 11101 Riihimaki, Finland - 
www. fireinsidemusic.com (Tony) 

PILGER “Begging For A Silver Lining” LP Peter Bower 

Another release by the mighty Pilger and as always it’s a great listen, 
they haven’t gone and changed their sound any, it’s the usual great 
fast old school hardcore punk with awesome lyrics, though there is a 
few more whoa whoa’s from the bass master general Kev. 15 tracks 
with one cover, PH Decontrol by Kid Dynamite all on really cool black 
and pink vinyl, nice! The longest track is 2 mins 44, the next 2 mins 06, 
and the rest don’t even come close to the 2 minute barrier, short and 
real sweet! One of the best bands in the UK for sure, check it out! 

Peter Bower: PO Box 132, Leeds, LS6 2RR, UK - 
www. oeterbowerdcbalcoholic. tk (si) 

THE PSEUDO EXISTORS “Stamp Out Normality” CD Overground 

Stamp out normality? They certainly did that! Formed in Lincoln in April 
1978 the Pseudo Existors only existed until about mid 79 but left their 
mark and established a sound for themselves that was a couple of 
years ahead of itself! They had a very early 80’s punk sound and 
attitude to lyrics, which broke from the ‘norm’ of this time in punk 
history. They also had the attitude that they were Punk fans and not in 
it for a contract from a big label but just to be a part of it. In their short 
time with us they managed quite a few gigs with the likes of the Angelic 
Upstarts and got good air play from who else but John Peel. The Peel 
radio play enabled their one and only EP on Dead Good Records to 
sell 7000 copies! This CD has that EP, various other studio tracks from 
a compilation album, unreleased studio stuff and a great quality live set 
that captures them perfectly! The CD also comes with a great booklet 
and with no hope of this old band reforming it’s a must for any collector 
of punk music and history. 

Overground: PO Box 1NW, NE99 1NW 

www. overgroundrecords.co. uk (Gaz) 

ROUTINE CHECK 7” Rat Patrol 

Jeez, this takes me back to the days when loads of European bands 
were being influenced by bands like Chain Of Strength and the early 
Revelation Records roster; however, I wouldn’t be surprised if these 
guys weren’t even born then. No matter, this is a pretty impressive EP, 
there’s a lot of energy here; the songs are fast with no metal which 
makes them a lot better than most other bands. I don’t listen to a lot of 
this stuff these days but I’ve enjoyed these 8 songs. 

Rat Patrol: www.ratpatrolrecs.com (Tony) 

RUIN YOU! 7” Rat Patrol 

Something of a super group, featuring current and ex members of 
Blocko, Jets Vs Sharks and You Me & The Atom Bomb but not really 
sounding like any of those bands, although Tim’s guitar does have a 
certain distinctive style. This is melodic, driving punk rock that reminds 
me of UK bands like Hooton 3 Car as well as someone like Strike 
Anywhere; it’s not slickly produced and I think that’s one of its strong 
points. Joe’s vocals are great, in fact I don’t think I’ve ever heard him 
sound so good, he should sing like this all the time. These guys’ bands 
seem to get pretty popular pretty quickly, and there’s a reason for that, 
they are talented individuals, and when they come together they make 
a glorious noise. My only complaint is the lack of lyrics on the sleeve, 
but that apart this is a great record. 

Rat Patrol: www.ratpatrolrecs.com (Tony) 


THE RUTS “The Punk Singles Collection” CD Captain Oi 

Well, what can you say about The Ruts? Everyone knows they were 
totally brilliant, everyone knows how great “Babylon’s Burning", 
“Staring At The Rude Boys” and “Something That I Said” are, everyone 
knows they did the punk reggae thing better than anyone else beside, 
possibly Bad Brains; and as this CD features all those singles, and 
their b-sides, this is one great CD. Of course you also get the tracks 
from the “In A Rut”, “Jah War" and “West One (Shine On Me)" singles 
as well as the retrospective “Stepping Bondage” EP and two tracks that 
made up the first Ruts DC release. Some of the songs that appeared 
on the b-sides are really good; “Society” and “H-Eyes” in particular, but 
I’ve always liked “I Ain’t Sofisticated”, the silly “The Crack” and “Love In 
Vain”. Now my only criticism of this is it really shouldn’t be called the 
Punk singles collection, because although those last two songs are 
worthy of inclusion because of their place in The Ruts’ history, 
musically they not really punk; just calling it a singles collection would 
have been much more accurate. Anyway, that’s really not important at 
all, because all you need to know is that this has all the Ruts’ singles 
on it and it’s brilliant. 

Captain Oi: PO Box 501, High Wycombe, HP 10 8QA - 
www. caotainoi. com (Tony) 

THE SAINTE CATHERINES “Dancing For Decadence” Fat Wreck 
Chords 

I was looking forward to this coming out and had it on my “to buy” list 
and so I was well chuffed when Tony told me he’d got it and would I 
review it, snapped his hand off! Got the “the art of arrogance” CD a 
while ago and saw them live and was more than impressed on both 
accounts. These guys seem to really have the Canadian pride, and 
rightly so I think, and particularly the French Canadian pride. And they 
were a right bunch of crusty looking dudes when I saw them, but all 
that aside, this is a great album. It has quite a Good Riddance sound I 
think, maybe a touch of New Mexican Disaster Squad, and Paint It 
Black? It’s really great stuff. Top artwork, great lyrics, top song titles, 
what more do you want? 

Fat Wreck: PO Box 193690, San Francisco, CA 94119-3690, USA - 
www. fatwreck. com (si) 

SCOUTS HONOR “I Am The Dust” CD No Idea 

Yet another No Idea band, man this label is prolific and pretty much 
always aces! These guys are a 3 piece and have a sound quite akin to 
later Against Me! I think, post punk rock with the occasional hint of 
country, the vocals are similar sounding to AM too. Great lyrics that are 
very story like, top production and real nice artwork. Not much else to 
say really. 

No Idea: PO Box 14636, Gainesville, FL 36204, USA - 
www.noidearecords.com (si) 

THE SKULLS “Beyond Warped” CD Immergent 

Another release in the live series, and this is a good one; The Skulls 
were one of the early LA punk bands who are back and still sounding 
really good. They still have that early North American sound, like a 
cross between the Avengers and DOA. This is supposedly live, but 
there’s no crowd noise between tracks, and the quality of he songs is 
so good it’s hard to tell. Dr Strange put out a Skulls CD recently and 
they are well worth buying. This is one of those odd CD/DVD things as 
well, and the DVD side has footage from the Warped tour, three audio 
tracks and other videos. 

Immergent: www. immeraent. com (Tony) 

SL-27 “Summer Tour 2006” CDR 

Lots of what the kids call blast beats here. Strained, screamed vocals 
and a fuzzed out bass sound. Some good tunes that remind me of the 
Campaign For Musical Destruction and then they ruin it by doing some 
twee bit, clever? Up my bum! I know you can’t be 1,000 mph all the 
time, but why not. 

SL-27: http//usersbelgacom.net/sl-27 (Mike) 

SLOWRIDE “C/S” Deep Elm 

So at last, a Deep Elm release that actually sounds like a Deep Elm 
release, though only slightly in places, what’s going on? This is a pretty 
ROCKING! album, it’s quite Foo Fighters sounding with a bit more of a 
Garage Rock sound in places maybe even a hint of Jesus and Mary 
Chain in places, and I’m liking it. A lot of the songs are real short, over 
in less than 3 minutes which is always good, in and out, smooth and by 
the numbers! Great artwork, good beefy sounding production, danged 
good album! 

Deep Elm: PO Box 5260 Clover, SC 29710, USA - 
www. dee pel m. com (si) 
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SMALL ARMS DEALER “A Single Unifying Theory” CD Deep Elm 

Got a few Deep Elm releases to review and they seem to definitely be 
making an effort to vary the bands they are signing these days, 
Latterman for instance, and now these guys too, who are doing a 
similar thing with maybe a hint more pop to their sound. It’s real good 
stuff though, I’m liking this lots. They are ex-members of a few bands, 
though the only one I now is On the Might of Princes, others being 
Contra and Explosivo! The lyrics are real good and angry though it’s 
not entirely clear who the anger is aimed at. One of those bands, again 
like Latterman, who sound like they would really ROCK live. This will 
be getting lots of listening to and is defo’s heading for my iPod. 

Deep Elm: PO Box 5260 , Clover, SC 29710, USA - 
www. dee pel m. com (si) 

SPERMBIRDS “Common Thread” CD Boss Tuneage 
SPERMBIRDS “Eating Glass” CD Boss Tuneage 

“Common Thread” was the third Spermbirds album from 1990, and one 
that saw them progressing, not only with the music, but lyrically as well. 
Musically it’s not a huge departure from what they had been doing, but 
there is a definite progression on some songs towards the sort of style 
that was getting pretty popular at the time with bands like Verbal 
Assault moving on, slowing down a touch and going for a powerful but 
more complex sound. On this album Spermbirds handled the transition 
really well; their dynamic hardcore was still there but there was more of 
a groove creeping into some of the songs. I didn’t buy this at the time, 
not that I remember why I didn’t, but I did know some of the songs from 
the “Thanks" live album, so it’s nice to finally have this now as it’s a 
really good album, and this re-release features four extra tracks. 

It almost sounds like “Eating Glass” should have been the album that 
followed “Nothing Is Easy” (reviewed with “Something To Prove” later), 
it’s a more a straight up punk rock album than “Common Thread”, 
although it’s obvious they’d moved on as a band. I hadn’t heard this 
one before; in fact back in 1991 I don’t think I was even aware they’d 
released this. I like it though, and you can never have enough 
Spermbirds can you? This CD also features the tracks from the “Joe” 
EP. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SC 19 2WB - 
www.bosstuneage.com (Tony) 

STATE RUN “Paralysis” 7” Rat Patrol 

Fast paced, hardcore punk rock from this young Welsh band; it’s not 
easy to pigeonhole them, and that has to be a good thing. There’s a 
little Jets Vs Sharks to it at times, although State Run have a more 
straight-up punk rock sound than Jets. The lyrics are good too and I’m 
pretty impressed with this five track EP. 

Rat Patrol: www.ratpatrolrecs.com (Tony) 

STOKOE “The Experiment Has Been A Complete & Utter Failure” 
CD Flight 13 / Bieber / Rookie 

I was more than a little excited when I saw this, I have the Stokoe 7” 
from a few years ago, a record that reunited Dickie Hammond and 
Golly from HDQ; I have always like the songs that emerge when those 
two are together, there’s something about the combination of that voice 
and that guitar. However, apart from Dickie Hammond, this version of 
Stokoe is a completely different line up and instead of Golly singing it’s 
Gemma. Anyway, that aside this is pretty good, driving punk with 
vocals that remind me of a band called Samuel that most of you 
probably have never heard of, but they were good and this isn’t too 
dissimilar. Those of you who only know Dickie from Leatherface will be 
pleased to know that he is joined by the voice and guitar of Frankie 
Stubbs on one track. 

via Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SC19 2WB - 
www.bosstuneage.com (Tony) 

SUICIDE BID “This Is The Generation” CD Household Name 

This is reggae, not just another crappy pseudo-ska band; Suicide File 
play reggae and they do it well. I don’t mind a bit of reggae now and 
then and although not all of this is the sort of thing I can get into, at its 
best it’s like the sort of reggae the Ruts would play, and apart from Bad 
Brains, no punk band has done reggae as well as The Ruts. However, 
the best thing about this is the lyrics; these songs are anti-capitalist, 
they condemn the current regime running our country, they speak 
about the aftermath of the invasion of Iraq and its impact on people 
here in the UK and they urge you to do something about it. Oh, and 
also this band is a collective of people who you may know from bands 
like The Filaments, Ex-Cathedra, Inner Terrestrials, Deathskulls etc. 
Household Name: PO Box 12286, London, SW9 6FE - 
www.householdnamerecords. co. uk (Tony) 


SWELL MAPS “Wastrels and Whippersnappers” CD Overground 

Well! Were do you begin with a review of this CD? I had only ever 
heard of this band before the CD arrived at SD HQ but never heard 
any music by them and thought they might vaguely have connections 
to the punk scene. In reality the Swell Maps were around two or three 
years before the punk explosion of 1976 and were essentially just 
bored kids who wanted to make music. This CD should be a massive 
purchase for collectors as the 23 tracks on this CD were all recorded in 
garages, bedrooms etc just using a humble cassette tape recorder I 
think and all but four have never been released! We at SD HQ can 
claim to come from exactly that background except that some of us 
gave up knowing any musical ability and playing live was beyond us 
but some of us carried on not giving a shit and ended up in Pilger! 
Some of the tunes on this CD, just by the way they are recorded sound 
like early punk, but in truth you can read into them what you like! Do 
kids today still do this sort of thing? You can’t beat the buzz music 
gives you and making and performing your own must be the ultimate 
high in many ways. Sadly I’ve only ever been in the crowd but if the 
buzz that I’ve had at some punk gigs, just by being in the crowd is 
anything to go by then may be in another life I’ll come back with the 
ability to make a lead guitar talk! Anyway Swell Maps fans will be 
pleased to know that the CD has a great booklet with liner notes by the 
band. 

Overground: PO Box 1NW, NE99 1NW 

www. over groundr ec ords. c o. uk (Gaz) 

THE SWORD s/t CD Clean It Up 

This is good, very good in fact; dynamic, melodic punk rock with a 
distinctly British sound while at the same time giving a nod to bands 
like Samiam and even Hot Water Music in places. The Sword are the 
band that the other half of Joe 90 started, and it’s nice to know that 
when one band comes to an end two even better bands, in the shape 
of The Dauntless Elite and The Sword, emerge from it’s ashes. Good 
stuff indeed and it’s also bleedin’ cheap, so check out the web site and 
order your copy today. 

Clean It Up: www. cleanituprecords. com (Tony) 

T. DUGGINS “Undone” CD Thick 

This is a solo album from the front man of The Tossers, a band that I 
know nothing about, though reading up on t’internet they are 
apparently an Irish band from Chicago who sound much like The 
Pogues and have been around over 10 years. This album is made up 
of mainly cover songs with 3 originals of the 13 tracks on here. The first 
song is just him singing and nothing else apart from a bit of backing 
vocals and I can’t get away with that, it seems to go on far too long and 
he sings with a strong nasal Irish accent which makes me wonder, 
does he actually speak with an Irish accent if he was born in Chicago? 
Always makes me suspicious, I don’t like English/UK bands singing 
with strong American accents and the same goes any which way 
round. It’s played on acoustic guitars and mandolins and other folk 
instruments but I’m afraid this all just sounds like very sub par Pogues 
to me, I’d much rather listen to The Pogues. 

Thick: www.thickrecords.com (si) 

TAKOTA “The Ivory Tower” CD Ares 

This is a funny one, it’s a cross between New Found Glory style 
pop/emo punk and old American ROCK band Journey, and I’m 
ashamed to say I quite like it! It’s very “BIG” sounding and has a whole 
load of get up and go about it, though basically I feel it’s aimed at the 
“younger” market, or at least not at me. The lyrics seem quite deep as 
far as I can tell, they’re pretty cryptic. Never heard of the record label 
and I’ve just found they’re playing here in Boro next week at an 
alternative “club” night which concerns me a tad. 

Ares: 12340 Seal Beach Blvd, Ste B315, Seal Beach, CA 90740, 
USA - www. aresrecords.com (si) 

THE HOLY MOUNTAIN “Enemies” CD No Idea 

On first listen I was put in the mind of Tragedy, Severed Head Of State 
with less grind, a bit more frantic sounding. Gruff vocals going all 
cookie over brutal crust with the odd solo thrown in. The overall effect 
is a blistering attack which sticks in your head for as long as the track 
is playing. Feeling slightly jaded, so the standard hardcore political 
lyrics just wash over me, sorry. 

No Idea: PO Box 14636, Gainsville, FL 32604, USA - 
www.noidearecords.com (Mike) 

THE SOUND OF ANIMALS FIGHTING “Lover, The Lord Has Left 
Us” CD Equal Vision 

Two words spring to mind when listening to, or attempting to, this here 
CD, “pretentious bollocks”! And maybe also “total shite”, this is 
absolutely terrible, and so far from punk rock that it’s not even funny. 
It’s more Prog Rock maybe, or it sounds to me like something Bjork 
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might do. Lots of random keyboard sounds, voices speaking in several 
foreign languages, Indian style singing, drum machine playing snippets 
of crazy fast drum beats. Just one persons opinion but bad, bad stuff, 
oh dear me. 

Equal Vision: PO Box 38202, Albany, NY 12203-8202, USA - 
www. eaualvision.com (si) 

THINK I CARE “World Asylum” CD Bridge Nine 

Is this what people call “hardcore” these days? Sadly this is becoming 
the sort of thing I imagine when someone says they listen to hardcore. 

I remember when hardcore was fast and exciting; it set your pulse 
racing and made you feel on top of the world, made you want to write 
about it, to play it yourself, to get involved. This just depresses me; mid 
paced with metal riffs and a gruff singer, it’s hardly the sort of thing 
that’s going to excite me or motivate me to play in a band, I’m not 
enjoying writing this review and it’s only going to turn me off. 

Bridge 9: www.bridge9. com (Tony) 

THIS SYSTEM KILLS / VIKTIMS “Victims Of This System” CD 
Blind Destruction/Mass Prod 

Well, without trying to be rude, in today’s fashion conscious punk rock 
world where image and style are valued above substance This System 
Kills wouldn’t get a look in; the various members have been around for 
a few years and they’re not in the best state of physical fitness. 
However, when it comes down to what bands actually say and do not 
many are better; musically they’re melodic but still powerful and hard 
hitting and they have good things to say. I’ve seen them twice and 
been impressed both times; in Pig they have a great front man equally 
at home on a bigger stage or in the more intimate surroundings of a 
smaller venue like The King Alfred in Southampton. Their seven tracks 
on this split CD are mightily impressive. The Viktims are from France 
and they play straight ahead, fast punk rock. I have to say it took a 
couple of songs before I was able to appreciate it, they are faster but 
there’s a certain UK’82 influence to their sound, and I would say that 
Discharge played a part in their punk rock upbringing. This is a very 
good release, so keep your eyes out for it. 

Blind Destruction: www.bdrecs.com (Tony) 

TV PARTY / VOLUNTEERS split 7” Town Clock 

Two great bands on a great little label, this is punk rock; doing things 
for yourself, releasing bands you like because you think they deserve 
to have their music heard not because you think a record will sell. I 
already love this record and I haven’t even listened to it yet. Ok, ok, so 
I am familiar with these two bands and unless they’ve both had a 
significant change of direction then I do have some idea of what it’s 
going to sound like, but I feel I should play it all the same... So, I’ve 
now played it and guess what? That’s right, it’s great. Both bands have 
a similar style in that they play straight ahead, fast punk rock. 
Volunteers are more in your face, their songs don’t let up, they keep 
coming at you, banging away and it’s cool. TV Party are not quite as 
fast, but there’s not much in it. They are a great band though and I’m 
disappointed I didn’t make it to see them when they played in 
Southampton. The lovely blue vinyl reminds me of an early UK Subs 7” 
or the first Dickies album, which, along with the music makes for a 
rather wonderful release. 

Town Clock: PO Box 132, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, Y07 1WR 
(Tony) 

TV SMITH “Misinformation Overload” CD Boss Tuneage 

For a movement that has always prided itself on the fact that anyone 
can get up and play, punk rock has thrown up some great songwriters, 
and TV Smith is among the very best of them; from The Adverts right 
up to the present day TV Smith has been writing brilliant songs with 
clever, political and even humorous lyrics. I don’t actually have too 
much of his post Adverts releases, but every time I’ve heard one of his 
songs I’ve been impressed, however I was a little taken aback by this, I 
wasn’t quite prepared for the Social Distortion like rocker that kicked off 
this album; I was expecting this to be a little less abrasive, musically 
speaking anyway. It’s good though and although not every song is as 
hard as the first it’s all pretty good, there’s a little new wave feel to 
several of them and one or two had me thinking of the Psychedelic 
Furs; oh and at least one reminded me a little of The Adverts. TV 
Smith’s vocals sound as raw as I think I’ve ever heard them but his 
lyrics are as relevant as they’ve always been. As well as being hard 
hitting and political this is good enough, I think, to appeal to people with 
more mainstream tastes, and it’s certainly better than all those flavour 
of the month bands who’ll be gracing the various covers of magazines 
in your local shop and TV Smith deserves to be as highly regarded as 
anyone else who emerged from the original punk rock explosion. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SCI 9 2WB - 
www.bosstuneaae.com (Tony) 


US BOMBS “We Are The Problem” CD People Like You 

I’ve never really paid much attention to the US Bombs for whatever 
reason but Duane Peters and the US Bombs are back with fifteen 
tracks of mainly hard hitting melodic American style punk that only the 
Americans seem to play well! But one or two tracks like ‘Guns of the 
West’ seem almost Clash like! Well! It could be the Clash in all honesty 
with some of their later recordings. This is good stuff on the whole, but 
I still maintain the best place to hear the US Bombs is live probably! 
People Like You: www.DeoDlelikevourecords.com (Gaz) 

VARSITY DRAG “For Crying Out Loud” CD Boss Tuneage 

Ben Deily was the one that made The Lemonheads so good, his were 
always my favourite songs and it’s no coincidence that I began to lose 
interest in them when he left. Well, after way too long he’s back in a 
new band and I’m happy to be able to say that he is still a great song 
writer with a wonderful voice and a distinctive guitar style. The best 
songs on here sound like they could have been on the second 
Lemonheads album; but all of them are gradually locking themselves 
into my head; Deily has the knack of adding a certain edge to a style of 
song I normally wouldn’t like and holding my interest. “For Crying Out 
Loud” is not fast, it’s not hardcore, but it is great and I’m already on my 
second play through this album. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SC 19 2WB - 
www.bosstuneaoe. com (Tony) 

VOLUNTEERS “Doesn’t Make You Punk” CD Hardcore Hobbies 
Media 

VOLUNTEERS “Know Yourself’ CD Repeat 

“Doesn’t Make You Punk” is about three years old now, I think, but it 
arrived with the “Know Yourself CD from Sam, so I thought I’d give it a 
review as Volunteers are a good band that are well worth hearing. 
They play straight ahead relentless punk rock with plenty of energy and 
drive. I found that the more I played this the more I liked it. It was 
recorded in true DIY punk rock style onto a four track with only the 
vocals and mixing done at “studio”. 15 tracks that have an early ‘80s 
feel to them at times, with hints of both Black Flag style US punk and 
the UK bands of the same era; but it doesn’t sound dated either, it’s 
good stuff. 

“Know Yourself’ is better recorded, and that only enhances the 
punishing attack of their in your face, yet melodic punk rock. It really is 
a non-stop assault, and once again embraces an earlier punk rock 
sound, but played faster and I like the fact that you can’t really 
pigeonhole them easily. I like the Volunteers. 

Repeat: PO Box 438, Cambs, CB4 1FX - www.repeatfanzine. co. uk 
Hardcore Hobbies Media: 57 St John Street, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, IP35 1SJ - www. volunteers, tk (Tony) 

VENA AMORI “The Seduction Of An American Housewife” CD 
Death Scene 

This reminds me of bands I’ve seen on the music channels; I know 
nothing about this band at all, but I can picture what they look like, I bet 
there’s a lot of black, and I have a good idea what their video, if they 
have one, is like. The music is pretty fast, but it’s oh so typical of what 
passes for “hardcore” in the mainstream these days; vocals that are 
both sung and screamed, there’s plenty of metal riffs and I’ve heard it 
all before, way too many times. This one is for the Kerrang crowd. 
Death Scene: www. thedeathscene. com (T ony) 

WALTER ELF “Heut’ Oder Nie” CD Boss Tuneage 

WALTER ELF “Die Angst Des Tormanns Beim Elfmeter” CD Boss 

Tuneage 

WALTER ELF “Homo Sapiens” CD Boss Tuneage 

If I cast my mind back twenty years I seem to remember being aware 
of the name Walter Elf, but I didn’t have any of their records and I 
wasn’t aware that there was a Spermbirds connection; so these three 
re-issues are my first exposure to the band. The guitar sound is very 
Spermbirds at times, but that’s really the only similarity, Walter Elf were 
not as fast, more melodic and less abrasive, and most of the lyrics are 
in their native German. 

“Heut Oder Nie” is their debut album, from 1986, it features chugging 
guitars and trumpets, songs about football and at times a certain 
similarity to Peter & The Test Tube Babies’ second album; it’s not bad 
at all. Added to the original album tracks are the two songs that made 
up their split 7” with Spermbirds and two tracks from long out of print 
compilations. 

“Die Angst Des Tormanns Beim Elfmeter” is more in the same vein, 
although maybe with even more of a pop edge than their debut; which 
made the inclusion of an Angry Samoans cover surprising; however, 
their version of “Lights Out” is more like Beastie Boys than Angry 
Samoans. They also do a cover of Boomtown Rats’ “I Don’t Like 
Mondays”, although they’ve done this in a more punk rock style than 
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the original. This album kind of passed me by, there’s nothing really 
here to grab my attention and hold it. 

“Homo Sapiens” has a more mature sound, a better recording and a 
couple of the songs remind me of the sort of thing 7 Seconds were 
doing around the time of their “New Wind” album. There are also a few 
covers at the end including songs by The Sweat, Bay City Rollers, 
Osmonds and Gary Glitter. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SCI 9 2WB - 
www.bosstuneage.com (Tony) 

WE’RE ALL BROKEN “Ambrosia” 7” Engineer 

This is the sort of thing I’d usually ask Si to review, but it’s still in my 
review box and I want to finish all the reviews this weekend so I’m 
going to have to do it. The title track isn’t too bad, I can listen to it, but it 
just sort of plays in the background without annoying me. The other 
two songs are terrible; as far as I’m concerned this isn’t punk rock, this 
isn’t the sort of thing that has excited and motivated me to do a zine for 
over 20 years, this is slickly produced mainstream rubbish and has no 
place in a punk rock zine. Listening to it has put me in a bad mood and 
I don’t even think Si would like this tripe. 

Engineer: 1 Chandos Road, Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2NY - 
www. engineerrecords. com (Tony) 

YESTERDAY’S RING “El Rancho” CD Yo-Yo 

When this CD arrived I looked at the photo of the band and 
immediately recognized the rather uncouth looking trio with their home 
done hair do’s as 3 of The Sainte Catherines and was instantly excited 
and eager to play the CD itself. And I’m very pleased to say that I’m 
loving this, been playing it a whole lot and it’s getting and better. It’s a 
bit of a departure from the SC sound, this is much more of a 
folk/country/Pogues/slight bit of Social Distortion sounding affair but 
fantastic with it. The lyrics are all about drinking and being in a band 
and missing home but needing to be on the road, perfect for the music. 
Some real slow sad songs, some fast upbeat but still melancholy 
numbers, mainly acoustic, but all amazing. An awesome album! 

Yo-Yo: Bergstrasse 24, 74670 Sindringen, Germany - 

www. vovorecords. de (si) 

YOU ME AND THE ATOM BOMB / FUCK WITH FIRE “Bombs 
Away” split CD Cat N’ Cakey 

Another great release from the Cat n’ Cakey peops, though I think this 
would be more accurately described as a fantastic release, 2 really 
great bands though one of them I’m not so familiar with. You Me and 
the Atom Bomb are ex When All Else Fails and current Jets vs Sharks 
peops and are as good as I hoped they would be, Tim is an amazing 
guitarist and a great singer/lyricist I think. Really excellent tuneful 
hardcore/punk stuff in the vein of HWM but with a more hardcore 
leaning , great words speaking out against the evils of the world and 
just really strong songs , saw them live here in Boro not long back and 
they were amazing . Fuck Wth Fire are a newish band I think, from 
Harrogate I believe, but they really hold their own here, which is no 
mean feat. The production isn’t as good as YMATAB but more than 
good enough , and their sound is in the same ball park, but still quite 
dissimilar (man I can write some complete bollocks!), they’re maybe a 
bit more “straight ahead” hardcore sounding, but still pretty tuneful. 10 
tracks split evenly and it leaves me wanting to hear a whole lot more of 
both bands. Also the artwork on this release is pretty amazing, real 
cool cut out, fold over bits going on. 

Cat AT Cakey: 20 Poyntz Rd, Overton, Basingstoke, RG25 3HJ - 
www. catncakevrecords.com (si) 

xYOUTH OF STRENGTHx “Shouting For A Better Tomorrow” 7” X- 
Fist 

It’s 20 years since xYouth Of Strengthx, the legendary Boston straight 
edge band recorded their 11 song demo; to mark this occasion X-Fist 
have finally made these classic songs available on vinyl. It’s been a 
long time, but I think you’ll agree it’s been worth the wait as these 
songs really are classics of the straight edge genre. Forget “This Is 
Boston Not LA”, this is Boston, not Boston! Heavily influenced by 
Uniform Choice (check out “DFS (Drug Free Stance)” and the 
beginning of “Boston Edge”) they delivered the SxE message with a 
passion that has hardly been matched anywhere else, and it should be 
no surprise to hear that Lincolnshire was the original home of the UK 
straight edge scene; as they say in “Boston Edge” - “No unpositive 
ways you’ll find here / there’s only unity in Lincolnshire.” xYouth Of 
Strengthx were a big influence on the burgeoning UK hardcore scene, 
with their gigs being attended by people who went on to things like In 
At The Deep End Records, Urko, Vehicle Derek, Boss Tuneage and 
even Pilger. X marks the spot! 

X-Fist: www.x-fist.co. org (Tony) 


ZOMBIE DEATHSQUAD CDR 

These guys are from Colchester & for the benefit of Gaz they sound 
like Special Duties. Colchester Council... right to the music. Again, 
nothing special and it certainly doesn’t grab me & swings me by m’ 
nuts. A pretty decent effort at 80s Hardcore Thrash. Bet this sounds 
good on the dance floor, like some hit from 1984? Mosh bits included! 
Zombie Deathsquad: 

www.mvspace.com/zombiedeathsguadthrash (Mike) 

VARIOUS “Anti-Society” CD Overground 

This is the third instalment of Overground’s Anarcho-Punk 
compilations, and as with the previous two it showcases the different 
styles of the bands that sprang up in the early ‘80s inspired by Crass 
and Conflict; this features the likes of The Sears, A.O.A, Icons Of Filth, 
Hagar The Womb, Icon AD, The Apostles, Andy T as well as slightly 
later bands like Thatcher On Acid and Oi Polloi. Having these three 
comps has been great because I missed out on a lot of these bands at 
the time; I had quite a few anarcho releases, but never got anything by 
bands like Exit-Stance, Karma Sutra, Liberty, Revolution and Stalag 
17, all bands featured here. I think if there’s one thing these CDs have 
proved, it’s that the “anarcho scene” wasn’t just a few bands who all 
sounded the same, it was a lot of bands and people playing a variety of 
styles but with a similar set of ethics and ideas. So, “Anti-Society” is 
another very welcome addition to a great series. 

Overground: PO Box 1NW, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE99 1NW - 
www. overgroundrecords.co. uk (T ony) 

VARIOUS “Punk For Life - Volumes Too Thru III” CD Run and Hide 

Forty songs, thirty-five bands, three chords and two-minute songs! I 
can’t realistically review every track individually so I’ll take the 
reviewers ‘cop out route’ and just tell you what bands are on here. 
What I can tell you before I list the bands is that from the moment 
Minor Disturbance’ kick this compilation off its mighty fine stuff! Bands 
mainly from the USA but Australian, Italian, UK and Dutch bands chip 
in as well. Ready? Minor Disturbance, The Virus, Catholic Altered 
Boys, Distorted Truth, Mental Pain, Residuals, Run For Cover, A.F.S, 
Corrupted Youth, Heartfelt, NFI, When Freedom Dies, Capital Targets, 
Hopesick, Billy Riot and the Violent F*** Wits, Void Control, Flat Earth 
Society, Common Enemy, Cutoffs, Ray Gradys, Submarine 
Screendoor, The Declined, Exit Only, Neon Maniacs, Negative Saints, 
F.T.P, Driver, 215 Idiots, Beer Pressure, 1000 Drunken Nights, The 
Brews, Resistenza, Tommy I and the F***in F***ers! This CD is also 
limited edition so get in there if the bands light your Punk fires! 

Run and Hide: PO Box 35094, Philadelphia, PA 19128, USA - 
phillypunx@cs.com (Gaz) 

VARIOUS “Rubber Factory Sampler” CDR Rubber Factory 

Judging from this sampler, this Canadian label has released some 
good records; some of the bands I’m familiar with, others are new to 
me. Of course, as is usually the case with comps or samplers, not all 
the songs are winners, the first half is definitely better; the bands don’t 
have a uniform style and the best ones play fast yet melodic punk rock 
that’s energetic and exciting rather than over produced and sterile. 
Includes tracks by Cold Blue Sky, Sinkin’ Ships, Blundermen, AK-47, 
Maximum RNR, Cheerleader666, Cactus & The Ships, Crimson Mire 
etc. 

Rubber Factory: www. rubberfactoryrecords.com (T ony) 

VARIOUS “Where The Bad Boys Rock Volume 3” CD People Like 
You 

Possibly not the greatest compilation I’ve ever heard, as I was 
indifferent to quite a few of the bands because there was a bit too 
much rock and not enough punk rock for my liking. This CD was saved 
by about four bands I felt namely the US Bombs, Deadline, Born To 
Loose and Adam West! Still that’s just me! The rest of the bands are 
Kings of Nuthin’, Mad Sin, The Generators, Brain Failure, Roger Miret 
& The Disasters, The Bones, Three Bad Jacks, Heartbreak Engines, 
Demented Are Go, Die Hunns, Charley Horse, District, The Black 
Halos, The Grit, The Deep Eynde, The Meteors, Angel City Outcasts 
and Schleprock. 

People Like You: www.peoplelikevourecords.com ( Gaz) 

ZINES 

AGITATE #7 / A5 / 40p & SAE or trade 

Agitate is a good old fashioned anarcho zine and a read I particularly 
enjoyed. It has band interviews with Gasmask Terror from France and 
Lebenden Toten from Portland in the good ol’ US of A! It also has an 
interview with Leeds Anarchist Black Cross and a write up from the 
Surrey Anarchist Group. Not only that but all the usual editorials and 
reviews that makes any good zine complete! 

Agitate: PO Box 202, Shipley, BD18 3WB 

chrisagitatetiobvahoo. co. uk (Gaz) 
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ANARCHOI #15 & #16 / A4 / £1.50 PPD each 

Young Jamesey loves his punk and these two issues are testament to 
that - still done in good old fashioned cut and paste (the way it should 
be!) these two issues have interviews with (fifteen first)The Swellbellys, 
Drongos For Europe, The Hypocrites and Arson to Ashes. Sixteen 
features Antibodies, Refuse/All, Holy Racket and Atomgvitter. As ever 
there’s plenty of reviews etc and being the top chap he is, James 
always prints a good ad’ for SD as he always does for people who 
send him stuff for review and ya can’t knock that kidz! 

Anarchoi: James Gemmell, 3 Hazelgrove, Kilwinning , Ayrshire , 
KA13 7JH (Gaz) 

ARTCORE #23 / LP size / £6.50 post paid 

Sometimes, I have great ideas for Suspect Device, I have it all planned 
out in my head only to discover that I don’t have the talent or resources 
to make it happen and end up disappointed. I bet Welly never has 
those problems; it’s the artist in him, so I hope that this 20 th anniversary 
issue is exactly as he’s imagined it because it’s a fantastic way to 
celebrate 20 years of one of the best UKzines there’s ever been. What 
you get for your money are interviews with Career Suicide, Smalltown, 
Direct Control and Frontier Records. Then there’s the usual Vaultage 
section which features Bad Posture, State, Bemisbrain Records and 
George Hurchalla author of Going Underground - American Punk 
1979-1992. Not only that but this zine is wrapped around an LP. When 
Welly was doing his very first issue he got together with his friend Kip 
Xool to compile a compilation cassette called “America’s Unknown”, 
featuring lesser known US punk bands that Kip had been in contact 
with; so after a year of tracking bands down he has re-mastered those 
old songs for this LP which features bands like Ash Tradition, Identity 
Crysis, Stukas Over Bedrock, Maggot Sandwich, Entropy, Horror 
Planet etc. These bands may not be the household names that some 
of their contemporaries went on to be, but they are well worth hearing 
as it’s a good snapshot of what was going on in the US 20 years ago. 
This is a beautiful thing. 

Artcore: do 1 Aberdulais Road, Gabalfa, Cardiff, CF14 2 PH - 
www. fourletterword. org. uk/ arte ore (Tony) 

BALD CACTUS #24 / A5 / 50p & SAE 

One of my favourite zines because it’s always an interesting read, not 
just the interviews - this time with Abrasive Wheels, Andy Higgins, 
Restarts and Dauntless Elite - but for Andy’s written passages; they 
are always interesting and sometimes funny. Andy isn’t worried about 
what the latest trend is or who the “coolest” bands are, he tells you 
what he likes and he’s not one to pull his punches. As always, this is 
another winner. 

Bald Cactus: c/o 145-149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS6 1LJ (Tony) 
BARBIES DEAD #19 / A4 / 50p & SAE 

Due to a financial crisis at BDHQ this is a slim line issue but much 
easier on the posties sack eh! Alex?! No interviews but none the less 
enough to keep you entertained during an extended tea break at work! 

Barbies Dead: Alex, Woodhouse, The Square, Gunnislake, 
Cornwall, PL18 9BW (Gaz) 

DIRECT HIT #5 / A5 / £1 & SAE 

This came out of the blue, I hadn’t heard from Mel for ages and then 
this arrived; I’m not complaining because it’s always cool to hear from 
him. This issue features Dead & Gone Records, Bait, Bald Cactus zine, 
Crimes Against Humanity Records and The Legacy. There’s also a 
piece on Mel and his family growing their own food in their back 
garden; practising what he preaches! 

Direct Hit: 26 St Matthews Estate, Keady, Co. Armagh, BT60 3SF, 
N. Ireland (Tony) 

EVERLONG #7 / A5 / £1 & SAE 

This Bristol punk zine is always a good read and this issue is no 
exception! Contained inside are interviews with Grebo now Absent 
Logic, The Setbacks, The Explosion, Flogging Molly, Mudhoney, Black 
Friday 29, Pocket Billiards and a bloke called Bob who runs The 
Junction in Bristol which is now well and truly on the map for punk gigs. 
Not only that but there’s a US tour report on Reno Divorce as well as 
reviews and as they put it on the cover ‘all the usual stuff’! The 
excellent layout as ever makes this zine enjoyable and easy reading. 
Everlong: Shane, 1 Shilton Close, Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 9UZ 
(Gaz) 

FACIAL DISOBEDIENCE #4.5 / A5 / 50p & SAE 

I like the way Phil writes, he has a style that flows, it’s easy to read and 
keeps you entertained, and he usually has something interesting to 
say; this is more of the same. My only complaints are that this is less 
funny than normal, and he always writes “fuck” as “fukk” and it really 


annoys me for some reason. Anyway, apart from that this is another 
issue that’s well worth reading. 

Facial Disobedience: SCHC zines, PO Box 1398, Southampton, 
S016 9WX (Tony) 

FAST ‘N’ LOUD #5 / A4 / £1 & SAE 

This is a good zine, its cut and paste style always reminds me of early 
issue of SD, and it has the same love for bands like The Partisans and 
Anti-Pasti as we do. Anyway, this issue features Sonic Junkyard, Ian 
Lowery, The Softies, Pink Pork Chops and an interesting piece by Pete 
Wright of Crass, who gives the Crass story an interesting slant. 

Fast ‘n’ Loud: 88 Overbrook Road, Gloucester, GL12 4RZ (Tony) 

INITONIT #20 / A5 / 50p & SAE 

Usually Gaz reviews this zine, but it’s review deadline day and there’s 
not time. I will pass it on to him later though. Anyway, the look and 
layout of Initonit always reminds me of Bald Cactus for some reason. 
This issue has some interesting bits of writing, lots of reviews and 
interviews with Broken Bones, Day Man Lost and Eastfield. 

INITONIT: 10 Regents Court, Princes Street, Peterborough, PEI 
20R (Tony) 

ISSUE #23 & #24 / A4 / 50p & SAE 

More tails from the South Coast, most notably the Basingstoke/Overton 
areas. There are reviews, news, comment and lots of photos of regular 
gig goers. Not sure how interesting this would be to out of towners, but 
if you are curious about what’s going on down here then this zine 
would be something you could do with checking out. 

Issue: 25 Sarum Hill, Basingstoke, RG21 8SS (Tony) 

LOST PROPETY #2 / A5 / £1 & SAE 

The prolific Ms Pinchin presents another issue of her popular travel 
zine. This time Hannah and her friends present a collection of travelling 
fun and frolics; there’s even a piece by me that includes a naked lady, 
a caravan, a Sex Pistols t-shirt, football and me fainting. 

Lost Property: PO Box 1398, Southampton, S016 9WX - 
Hannah Dinchindobvahoo.com (Tony) 

NEGATIVE REACTION #4 / A4 / £1.50 PPD 

As our love hate relationship continues with NR we at least still post 
each other our latest issues to receive critical acclaim in the reviews 
section of our respective punk publications. Sadly I have to report that I 
liked this issue, especially The Lurkers interview! In fact after the 
interviews with Goldblade (They are OK - Honest!), GBH, Splinter, 
Resistance 77 and all the other articles, it is my sad duty to have to 
inform you that this is £1 .50 well spent! Flip! Even the covers a laugh! 
Negative Reaction: 20 New Front Street, T/lea, Stanley, Co 
Durham, DH9 9LY (Gaz) 

NOW OR NEVER #9 / A3 / £1 & SAE 

This is an anarchist newspaper that’s, er, a newspaper filled with 
anarchist ideas and news stories from round the world. It’s all nicely 
laid out with a colour cover. 

Now Or Never: PO Box 487, Norwich, NR5 8WE (Tony) 

POSITIVE CREED #9 & #10 /A5 / 50p & SAE each 

The one thing I like about this zine is that it is just a bit different 
generally in the bands it features and it’s content and I often wonder if 
there is something else trying to break out?! Anyway issue nine 
features Toddler Records, Cadillac, Cherubs, Querelle and Misty’s Big 
Adventure. Issue ten has interviews with 4 Minute Warning fanzine, 
Combat Shock, The Heroines and Lawrie A. Couture a woman who 
lives in the USA and is an advocate for the civil and human rights of 
children. I told you this zine was a bit different and as a father myself I 
was interested and just a bit disturbed by what I read! Not only this but 
you get reviews and opinions to keep you interested as well. 50p is 
nothing these days so get yours over to Rob and support him and 
hopefully that will give him the momentum to keep this zine going for 
another five years. 

Positive Creed: 17 A, Charnley Avenue, Exeter, Devon, EX4 1 RD - 
positivecreed77(3)vahoo.co.uk (Gaz) 

RIOT ON YOUR OWN #21 & #22 / A5 / Free & SAE 

Still going strong and still free after a very long time! How long now 
Billy? Anyway this custodian of the Belfast punk scene hits you with 
interviews from Barnyard Masturbator and The Hypocrites in issue #21 
but issue #22 just keeps it parochial and does what this zine set out to 
do which was let you know what the punks of Belfast are up to! Mind 
you there’s a quiz as well as write up’s and reviews and what more to 
you want for free?! 

Riot On Your Own: Billy Riot, 5 Glen Road, Belfast, BT5 7JH (Gaz) 
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RUNNIN’ FEART #13 / A5 / ? 

Something else that Gaz normally reviews, but given time constraints 
at the moment, both in terms of getting the zine out and for Gaz 
himself, I’m just going to do it. This is a pretty thick issue; is it bigger 
than normal? I’m not sure. Anyway, in its quality printed pages there’s 
bits on Against Me, Swell Maps, MxPx, Horrorpops, The Unseen, Punk 
& Oi In The UK and more; there are hundreds of reviews spread out 
throughout the zine and it’s all clean looking and easy to read. Not sure 
of the price, it’s pretty big so I guess it would be best to email before 
sending for it. 

Runnin’ Feart: 12 Ctusader Crescent, Stewarton, Ayrshire, 
Scotland, KA3 3BL - cmasson(g)tin vworld. co. uk (Tony) 

SOUTH COAST VEGAN COOKING ZINE #4 / A5 / £1 & SAE 

Another collection of recipes that I’ll never try, but I still like the idea of 
this zine; it’s all well and good being vegan and feeling good about 
yourself, but it’s got to be better to offer non-vegans an insight to the 
fact that it is possible to still enjoy tasty food without having to resort to 
using animal derived ingredients. Ok, so I’m a vegan, but I don’t like 
food and until Hannah includes my recipe for toast I’m boycotting all 
the recipes in here. Oh and you get a nifty badge with this issue too. 
SCVCZ: PO Box 1398, Southampton, S0 16 9WX - 

Hannah pinchin(g)vahoo.com (Tony) 

THE COMPUTERS ARE TURNED OFF FOR A REASON #1 & #2 / 
A5 / 50p & SAE (or trade) 

Out of the ashes of Time Bomb zine comes The Computers Are 
Turned Off For A Reason; ok so the first one says The Posiuters... but 
it’s the same zine. Most of these issues are hand written, which can 
make things a little harder to read, but I do appreciate the effort this 
takes, and I always remember Mike’s Another Krappy Zine with a 
certain fondness, so I like the idea of zines like this; not every fanzine 
has to be a slick, computerised effort to be worthwhile. Anyway, issue 
one has Crash The Pose, Dead Sea Fucking Scrolls, Worker & 
Parasitte etc, while number two has The Motherfuckers, Beat Motel 
and David Renton. 

TCATOFAR: 10 Nightingale Crescent, West Horsley, KT24 9 PD 
(Tony) 

UNBRIDLED #4 / A5 / (?) & SAE 

Not seen this zine before, but I like it. It’s from Belgium, but written in 
English and is a bit different to your usual punk zine, there are some 
reviews and some interviews - Vuur and Avulsion - and some columns 
and lots of bits of information spread out through the zine. I found it 
was harder to dip into, I had to read it from the start for maximum 
enjoyment. 

Unbridled: www. crapfor thekids. tk - crapforthekids(a)hotmail. com 
(Tony) 

YOU CAN’T SAY NO TO HOPE #7 / A5 / free with SAE 

Another issue of this mostly hand written, cut and past zine, and 
another good issue it is too. There’s more info on beers that are 
suitable for veggies, a piece on how to make a log pile, plus a couple 
of small pieces on walking and letter writing. 

YCSNTH: 71 Merlin Ave, Nuneaton, CV10 9JY (Tony) 

ZONKED #9 / A4 / £1 & SAE 

Always a real pleasure to get a new issue of Zonked, it’s one of the 
zines I always look forward to and it’s certainly in my top three favourite 
zines. Pete writes with knowledge and his outlook and punk rock 
background is similar to ours. Anyway, once again issue 9 is full of 
good stuff, including interviews with Four Letter Word, The Observers 
and Slaughterhouse 57 along with a big piece on Pete and Linda’s trip 
to Southern Africa and a trip to France to cycle on a stage of the Tour 
De France, as well as a big review section. Another great issue, and all 
for just £1 . 

Zonked: 46 Ashford Road, Brighton, BN1 6LJ (Tony) 

DVD 

THE CASUALTIES “Can’t Stop Us” DVD Side One Dummy 

I’ve actually not got much stuff by The Casualties which may surprise 
the people who know me reading this as they are the ultimate big hair, 
leather, bristles, studs and acne punk band probably! This DVD is as 
much a road movie as opposed to the bog standard film of a live gig. It 
charts their back to back tours of Mexico and Japan and has clips of 
songs from all of the towns and cities they play as well as the band 
being filmed out and about. Mexico City is madness with rioting 
preventing one gig because a load of ‘punks’ believed they should not 
have to pay to get in! But, the next day they play an outdoor show in 
the same city to 3000 punx corralled into what looks like a back street 
normally! Lead singer Jorge is a Spanish American and comes across 


as a really decent bloke offering to sing to the Mexican punx in either 
Spanish or English! I’m not sure how long it took some of the hairstyles 
to be erected but I suspect they took longer than a Casualties set! In 
Japan they play Hiroshima and the band are filmed visiting the 
memorial to the people killed by the atomic bomb and the band are 
visibly moved by it all. They really go up in my estimation though when 
they bump into one Charlie Harper while in Japan, give him a 
Casualties T-shirt and paying due homage to a living punk legend. I’m 
not really into music DVD’s that much but I really enjoyed this one 
along with my decent bottle of ‘single malt’ for company as my wife 
cried off early to bed! Punk’s Not Dead? You better believe it! 

Side One Dummy: www.sideonedummv.com 

www.thecasualties.net (Gaz) 

KID DYNAMITE “Four Years In One Gulp” Jade Tree 

Boy have I been looking forward to this; it’s no secret that this band 
means a lot to me, one of the few bands who stopped me in my tracks 
on first hearing, and it’s not too dramatic to say that they changed my 
life. A full Kid Dynamite DVD has been promised since the release of 
the “Cheap Shots Youth Anthems” compilation, three years ago, that 
included a little taster. What you get is the history of this great band, 
narrated by singer Jason Shevchuk. As he traces the band’s story from 
the beginning when it was just Dan Yemin, David Wagenschutz and 
Steve Farrell looking for a singer, right up to their most recent reunion 
gig at CBGBs in August 2005. Along the way the band and their friends 
reminisce and tell stories from their tours. There are contributions from 
Darren Walters and Tim Owen of Jade Tree, Mark Beemer and their 
roadies Dave Hause and Colin McGinness, as well as members of 
bands like Grey Area and Kill Your Idols who played gigs with Kid 
Dynamite along the way. The extras include band commentary, which 
was worth hearing, as well as a commentary from Dave and Colin. 
There’s also some footage from that CBGBs gig where you can see Si 
and me in the background. One thing I noticed is that when they talk 
about some episode from the past they all do impressions of each 
other, which is pretty funny. I really enjoyed this, and I think the fact 
that over the last year I have got to know David Wagenschutz, Dan 
Yemin, Darren Walters and Colin McGinniss pretty well makes this 
even more special. I did actually record my little story of discovering 
Kid Dynamite, at the request of Mr Wagenschutz, but thankfully they 
didn’t use it. My friends may have christened me a “fan boy” when it 
comes to this band, but that’s ok, I am and it’s not something I’m 
embarrassed to admit. So, being the “fan boy” that I am, I loved this 
DVD. 

Jade Tree: 2310 Kennwynn Road, DE 19810, USA - 
www.iadetree. com (Tony) 

WALTER ELF “Don’t Forget The Fun” DVD Boss Tuneage 

This is, as far as I can tell, all of their last gig from 1991; although I’m 
not sure it’s presented in the order it was played on the night. All the 
info is in German and I’ve recycled the info sheet Boss T sent out. 
Anyway, it’s pretty good quality for the most part, although the screen 
effects and fads remind me of 1970’s Top Of The Pops. The best song, 
for me, is a cover of Spermbirds “Try Again” with Lee Hollis guesting 
on vocals, unfortunately this song is the one with the worse effects and 
footage. They also play covers of “She’s My Ex” and “I Don’t Like 
Mondays”. Still, if you are a fan or this band, or even curious then this 
is worth seeing. The bonus material is from various TV appearances, 
which are funny, as well as footage from a reunion gig in 2002. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SCI 9 2WB - 
www.bosstuneaae.com (Tony) 


LATE ARRIVALS... LATE ARRIVALS... LATE ARRIVALS... 

The following arrived after our review deadline. We’ll put 
reviews up on our website soon, and then they will also appear 
in the next issue of SD... 

A DEATH IN THE FAMILY “This Microscopic War” CD 
Newest Industry 

G.G. ALLIN & ANTISEEN “Murder Jumkies” CD TKO 
BROKEN BOTTLES “Suburban Dream” 7” TKO 
CIRIL “Pink Cave” 7” TKO 
GOOD RIDDANCE “My Republic” CD Fat Wreck 
HANK III / ANTISEEN split 7” TKO 

THE KING BLUES “Under The Fog” CD Household Name 
REDUCERS S.F. “Raise Your Hackles” CD TKO 
THE STITCHES “8 x 12”” CD TKO 
VARIOUS “Anti-Disco League Vol.1” CD TKO 

RIOT ON YOUR OWN #23 free & SAE 
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Other new releases from Boss Tuneage... 

DAN “Thology” CD 
HERESY “1986-87” CD 
HERESY “Face Up To It” CD 

SPERMBIRDS “Something To Prove / Nothing Is Easy” CD 

More re-releases from Boss Tuneage that have made me very happy indeed; they come from the mid to late 1980s, a time when football and 
punk rock were the only things that put a smile on my face, an escape from a life that I felt was getting out of my control. Punk rock was where I 
felt at home and listening to these CDs has reminded me of a time when the local scene actually felt like a scene; likeminded people who may 
not all have had the same taste in music, but all valued the DIY ethic and supported each other in whatever they did, be it putting out a zine, 
playing in a band or putting on a gig. The Joiners in Southampton wasn’t the soulless place it is now, it felt like home, albeit a home with sticky 
carpets. The stage was no more than a couple of steps up and every gig felt special. Maybe I’m looking at it through the rose tinted glasses of 
nostalgia, but these are the memories I have of it; that and the brightly coloured surf shorts (mine had fluorescent dinosaurs on them) and 
different coloured All Stars (I had yellow ones, red ones and some natty red and black check ones). 

I have discovered that I don’t actually own much Dan vinyl, which is odd as I really liked them, I have the “Can You Dig It” 7”EP, the “An Attitude 
Hits” LP and the “Kicking Ass At T.J’s” LP (and I still have the Vic Reeves flexi that came with it). I know Gaz has more than this so it’s a bit of a 
mystery why I didn’t buy everything they did because they were definitely playing the sort of thing I’ve always liked; melodic punk rock played 
fast with good lyrics and a sense of humour. It may seem odd that they played with bands like Conflict, Anti-Sect and other anarcho bands, but 
then so did Rubella Ballet and they weren’t a million miles away from what Dan were doing. “Thology” is a double CD featuring everything they 
did, 64 tracks in all, and it’s really, really good; I’m loving this all over again, it has a real uplifting feel to it. The booklet has the lyrics and sleeve 
notes from bassist Ian Armstrong and Sean Forbes (Wat Tyler / Rugger Bugger Records). It really is lovely stuff. 

I have to admit that during the time scale that the Heresy CD covers I wasn’t into them; at the time although my tastes were changing and I was 
finding the faster, US influenced stuff more interesting I wasn’t yet ready for a full on thrash attack, now, however, I’m more able to appreciate 
what they were doing. “1986-87” features their 7 song demo, the “Never Healed” flexi and the “Thanks” EP as wells a couple of unreleased 
songs. All the songs have been re-mastered by two of the band, and the booklet features the lyrics and extensive sleeve notes from Bass player 
Kalv as well as some cool photos (in one the singer, John, is wearing the coolest white 7 Seconds t-shirt and I want one), oh and there was a lot 
of hair about. It’s all packaged in a nice digi-pack. One thing that is very obvious to me is that although there are a few bands playing this style 
now they all seem to go for the horrible screeching vocals, where as Heresy’s vocals are a lot less annoying making the whole sound easier to 
get into. I can happily listen to this, which is something I wouldn’t have been able to say 20 years ago. 

The “Face Up To It” CD is better still. Apparently the original recording wasn’t great, and certainly not what the band had wanted, despite this 
the LP sold 10,000 copies worldwide, being self-released in the UK, by Konkurrel in Holland, by Still Thinking in Canada and Dogman in Japan. 
This version has been re-mastered by Martin Nicholls at the Whitehouse Studios, someone who has recorded countless UK punk bands over 
the years, and it sounds pretty good now. There are also 12 extra, unreleased tracks taken from practises in 1987 and 1988, which aren’t as 
good quality wise, but still showcase the band’s blistering thrash attack. I didn’t buy this album at the time, it wasn’t something I was into back 
then; it’s still not my favourite style, but there are bits of this that I really like, some of the songs sound really good, although at times it still 
passes me by a bit. But, it’s good to have this little bit of history, and the inclusion of some cool photos and sleeve notes makes this another 
very welcome arrival. Boss Tuneage will completing this trilogy of Heresy re-issues in the coming months 

I love the Spermbirds, always have and “Something To Prove” was always my favourite of their albums; it has so many classic songs on it, 
from the title track and “You’re Not A Punk”, to “Americans Are Cool” and “No Punks In K-Town” to the rallying cry of punk rock through the 
years; “Get On The Stage”. It’s great to hear these songs re-mastered and sounding more powerful than ever. If you’re not aware, Spermbirds 
were a German band with an ex Gl American singer; they played fast, yet melodic punk rock that was pretty popular for a while back in the late 
1980s. “Nothing Is Easy” doesn’t quite have as many out and out classics on it, but it still has some great songs. This wonderful digi-pack re- 
release also includes 6 bonus songs including tracks from their first 7” as well as three live songs. This CD includes covers of Agent Orange, 
Angry Samoans and Wire. Some of the lyrics are a little sexist, something the band did eventually apologise for. 

It seems fitting, somehow, that these CDs have been released now when there are people, friends, that are all reaching their 40 th birthdays yet 
still involved in DIY punk rock proving that punk is more than just a passing phase, it’s a way of living your life that so many other people don’t 
understand. As the Spermbirds say in “Get On The Stage” “A life to waste? No way!” They also go on to sing... 

“Your right to self expression / Your responsibility to use / In a band or demonstration / Let someone else know your views / It’s important 
everybody contributes /Anyone can help turn the page/ And that’s the best thing about punk rock / Anyone can get on the stage.” 

The Boss Tuneage Retro series is certainly getting the thumbs up from me. 

Boss Tuneage: PO Box 74, Sandy, Beds, SCI 9 2WB - www.bosstuneaae.com (Tony) 



KILLING PUNK ROCK SINCE 1990 


THE LOVED ONES 

“Keep Your Heart” 

In Stores February 20th! 


THE LAWRENCE ARMS 

“Oh! Calcutta!” 

In Stores March 6th! 


NOFX 

“Never Trust A Hippy” 

In Stores March 13th! 

6 song EP featuring tracks from 
the upcoming full-length! 


THE SAINTE CATHERINES 

“Dancing For Decadence” 

In Stores March 20th! 


LOVE EQUALS DEATH 

“Nightmerica" 

In Stores March 20th! 


FAT WRECK CHORDS • PO Box 193690 San Francisco, CA 94119* www.fatwreck.com 


FAT WRECK CHORDS 
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Td forgotten how damn good Black Market Baby was. This cd BEALLY proves it. 
This is what re-issues and labels like Dr. Strange are all about" -Henry Rollins 



'.scene" -ton MacKaye 



10.00 post paid U.S./$12.00 elsewhere. Listen to samples and Order NOW on the 
Ji JfSf.fOR largest web site of it's kind! Or order by mail w / check, cash or M.O/s. 

ZyTRAftijf www.drstrange.com P.O.Box 1058 Alta Loma, Ca. 91701 
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BOSS TUNEAGE RECORDS PRESENTS 


HERESY 


RIPCORD 

Live At Parkhof, Alkmaar, 
Holland 18/9/1988 CDLP/1 0" LP 


VARSITY DRAG 

(BEN OEiLY ex LEMONHEADS) 
For Crying Out Loud CDLP/1 0" LP 


JOHN KASTNER 

(DOUGHBOYS & ALL SYSTEMS GO) 
Have You Seen Lucky? CDLP/1 2”LP 


HERESY 

Face Up To It! 
CDLP/1 2TJ* 


S 




HEffT QBE* ME 


WALTER ELF 

Don't Forget The Fun DVD 


SPERMBIRDS 

Common Thread 
Pic Disc LP / Digipack CDLP 


SPERMBIRDS 

Something To Prove 
Pic Disc LP / Digipack CDLP 


WALTER ELF 

Heut Oder Nie + Bonus CDLP 


STILL AVAILABLE : SPERMBIRDS - Eating Glass Digipack CDLP, WALTER ELF - Homosapiens Dedication Digipack CDLP, 
CANT DECIDE - Can t Decide CDLP, WALTER ELF - Die Angst Des Tormanns Beim Elfmeter CDLP, 


CANT DECIDE - Can t Decide CDLP, WALTER ELF - Die Angst Des Tormanns Beim Elfmeter CDLP, 
HERESY - 1985-87 Digipack CDLP/1 2"LP, DAN - Thology Double CDLP, EXIT CONDITION 1988-94 CDLP, 
SOFA HEAD - Pre Marital Predicament CDLP, SPERMBIRDS / GENEPOOL - Split 7” Picture Disc, 
IPANEMA (ex MEGA CITY FOUR) - Me Me Me CDLP/1 0"LP, and more! 




COMING SOON : KICK JONESES, FRAU DOCTOR, LIFE..BUT HOW TO LIVE IT, DRIVE, STUPIDS, JOYCE McKINNEY 
EXPERIENCE, SCOTT REYNOLDS, HERESY DVD and many more!! 
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